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Charge of the Preſbyterian Congregati on, in and a- 
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INSTALLATION, &c. w 


* Publica at the De/ire of the Hearers; 
And 
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Tux DEDICATION 


# - To Txt RE V . CLERGY 
pf the Eſtabliſhed Church in Virginia. 


REVEREND GENTLEMEN, 


able and imitable Character of 
gta your Divine Maſter ; I flatter 
WJ; 25 myſelf this affectionate Addreſs 
to you from one of the meaneſt 
of the Sacred Order, will obtain an eaſy Par- 


Form of a Dedication. 


1 You might juſtly reſent it, Gentlemen, 
ſhould I inſult you by arrogating the Province 


Calumny and Reproach. A juſt ſenſe of my 
own Inferiority ſufficiently reſtrains me from 
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S8 Meekne/s and Loulineſꝭ are en- 
dearing Ingredients in the ami- 


don; eſpecially when preſented in the humble 


of your [1/truftor; or pollute my Pen with 


the one; and a Regard for our common Chri- 


ſtianity, and a Veneration for the Religious 


E/tabliſhment of my Country, from the ther. 
If I am conſcious of my own Temper, I can 


fic Calmneſs of an unprejudic:d Heart, ſenſible 
of the Divine Inſpection, and cautious of 


before the ſupreme Tribunal; where I 


tried. 


U 


A 3 


ſolemnly aſſure you, I write with all the paci- 


writing a word that will not and the Teſt. 


certainly believe the Matter will be publicly : 


WWW ä 


4 | The DEDICATION # the Clergy | 


You might judge it, Gentlemen, a needleſs 
and improper Application, if I ſhould beg 
yeur Patronage of the following Sermon. If 
its Conter:ts are the Truths of God, they are 
ſaſe under the Shelter of Divine Authority, 
without the Sanction of human Approbation: 
But if they are the little Peculiarities of a 
Party, it cannot be expected you ſhould pa- 
treni ze them; and 1 they would not 
deſerve it. PT 


But without Arrogance, I may preſume to 
be your Infarmer in what I cannot but know 
better than you; I mean the Doctrines that 
have been preached among the Dz/enters in 
_ theſe Parts by my Brethren and myſelf. The/e, 
i Gentlemen, ſome of you have thought your- 
ſelves concerned to form a judgment about; 
and, I perſuade myſelf, you think yourſelves as 
1 much concerned to knew them, as to judge 
; of them. And you will no doubt grant, 
| | that you may receive more certain Informati: 
en from one that mult to be ſure know them 
than by unatteſled Hear. ſays. ; | 


mM In the following Sermon and the Appendix, 
9 Gentlemen, You may be informed of our 
i Sentiments concerning the Nature, Deſign, 
[| ard various Duties of the mini/terial Office. 
KH If our Sentiments are 7z/#, and our Conduct 
eprezable to them, we claim a ſhare in the 
Honour of being accounted Mini/ters of Chri/t, 
and ſtewards of the Myſterics of God; and, 
ve preſume, yon will ale our Claim, — 

| __ with- 


, "ER" ©, oo _ , 
- 1 r K : 
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F the E/tabſhed Church in Virginia. 


withſtanding the Difference betwixt Epiſcopal 


and Presbyterian Ordination, and in the For- 
malities of our reſpective Miniſtrations; which, 
to be ſure, cannot be deemed a /ifficiert Ground 
to monopolize the Character to either Party, 


except by high-flying Bigots; who lay more 


ſtreſs upon the cireumſtantial Differences, than 


upon the eſ/ential Agreements between the 
Churches of England and Scotland; and who 


inveſt their Conſcience with the Office of 
Confcience-general to mankind; as tho' they 
were to ſtand the Repreſentative of their Species 
at the ſupreme Tribunal; and everyone were 
not to give an Account of Hus ELT to 
,GOD, but were to be judged by Proxy. 


The following Sermon will alſo inform 
you, Gentlemen, what is the Subſtance of the 
Dogrines we generally preach: whether 


they are the rigid Peculiarities of Preſbyte- 


riam/m; or the generous Truths of Catholic 
Chriſtianity: whether they are the raw Inno- 
vations of New-Lights ; or the good old Doc- 
trines of the Church of England, of the Refor- 
mation, and (to ſay all in a Word) of the 
Bible: whether they are calculated to bring 
the e/Zablifhed Church and Clergy into Con- 
tempt, and to enſnare graceleſs Proſelytes to 
a Party ; or to bring our common Chriſtianity, 
and conſequently its faithful Miniſters of e- 
very Denomination, into Reputation, and to 
turn Sinners ta Righteo | 


The 
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The Bounds of one Sermon, tho' ſufficient- 
Iy /ong when firſt delivered, and now preſent- 
ed to the Public with conſiderable Enlarge- 
ments, * would not admit of a n x0 
Enumeration of - evangelical Doctrines. But 
thoſe which I have particularized, will natu- 
ally lead to the moſt of the reſt, as their 
Principles or Conſequences. e. g. The Doc- 


trine of the Trinity, that glorious Peculiarity 


of Revealed Religion, is evidently preſup- 
poſed, in the View I have given of the ſcheme 


of Redemption; and the Doctrine of the Re- 
fierrection follows from it. Beſides the Truths 


and Duties that are purely evangelical, or pe- 


culiar to Revealed Religion; and thoſe that 


may be reduced under the Head of Natural 
Religion ; there are many others which are 
of a mixt Nature, partly 4:/covered by the 


. Light of Nature, and more fully improved 


and illuſtrated by ſupernatural Revelation: 


and 7heſe we will no doubt often inſiſt upon, if 


we declare the whole Counſel of God. But to 
enumerate all theſe, would be to write a 
Sy/tem of Ethics and a Body of Divinity; 
and therefore you cannot expect a compleat 
Enumeration of them in the enſuing Diſ- 


courſe. The Doctrines J have particularized 


are intended only as a Specimen of what we 
conceive ſhould be the principal materials of 
N our 


* The E rlargements do not conſiſt in the Addi- 
ion of any new Heads, but in Amplifications and 


ferther * liluftratians of thoſe that were publicly 


inſilted upon. 


* 
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our public Diſcourſes: and they are /ufficient 
for this Purpoſe : Nay, I may add, they 


P V 
FLY 


may ſerve as a compleat Enumeration of thoſe 
Doctrines we generally preach, which ſome, 


I hope without Reaſon, have pronounced 
Z peculiar to us: and if thoſe obtain your p- 


2 probation, or incur but a mild Cenſure; Iam 
> confident the other ordinary ſubjects of our 
# Sermons will not incur the Severities of 
# your Diſpleaſure. . 34 33 
If you would know, Revd. Sirs, what has 
been that range Charm, that has enchant- 

ed People in theſe Parts to leave the /tated 


Communion of the Eſtabliſhed Church, and 
profeſs themſelves Diſſenters; we can ſo- 
lemnly aſſure you, and our Hearers of ev 

Denomination are our Witneſſes, That it has 


not been any public or private 4rtifice of ours, 


to expoſe the Liturgy and Clergy of the Church 
of England; but the plain peaceable Preaching 
of ſuch Doctrines as are mentioned in the 
following Sermon, in Feakne/5, and in Fear, 
and in much trembling. And if we may be- 
lieve the united Teſtimony of our Adherents ; 
it was an eager Thirſt after theſe Doctrines, 


rather than a Diſſati faction with the peculiar - 


Modes of Worſhip in {hat Church, which 
firſt induced them to diſſent, | 


Or if you would know, Gentlemen, by 


what means a Number of careleſs ſinners have 
been hopefully reformed to the Practice of 


evangelical Holineſs, (which is a matter of in- 
finitely greater Importance thay the Change of 
a Ly 
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their Denomination; and. which, were you to 
view their paſt and preſent Conduct in Con- 
traſt, you could hardly deny to be Matter of 
Fact ;) theſe are the happy Dodtrines that 
have been inſtrumental to produce the glorious 
Change: and I am daily more and more con- 
firmed in the Perſuaſion, that (as I obſerve in 
the Sermon) theſe will always be found the 
enly faithful Expedients to reform a degene- 
rate World: 8 e 
And while I entertain this perſuaſion, 1 
cannot but heartily wiſh, that fheſe Dottrines 


| _y be preached with more Clearneſs, Power 
an 


zeal by my Fathers and Brethres among 
the Diſſenters : and that Tow, Revd. Gentle- 
men, may take the Alarm from their facceſs, 
and the Growth of the Diſſenting Intereſt by 


Means of their Doctrines; and inſpired with 


holy Emulation, may preach the ſame glorious 
Truths in a more clear, ſolemn and pathetic 
Manner; and fo claim the Honour of the 
ſucceſs to your own Church, and thus weaken 
the Di//enters, by exreiling them in preaching 
theſe Boctrines which People now flock after 


them to hear. Whatever Denomination in- 


creaſes by this means, ſhall enereaſe with my 
hearty Congratulations. Fe” 


It has afforded me no {mall ſatisfaction, 


Gentlemen, that ſame of your Fraternity, who 


have had the be/# Opportunity of obſerving 
our Conduct and Doctrine, and whoſe moral 


not 
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1to: not be aſhamed of, have of late ned in 
_— their Reſentments; and treated us, not only 
hat Fellau-· lubourers, and ſincere Promoters of the 
dus Cauſe of our common Lord, tho' of a differ- 
nent Sentiment from them in /ome Things. 

Had 1 Nothing obſer in view than the Ad- 


that you might convince your People that 
vou are deſtitute of the Spirit and Genius of 
Chriſtianity, by the Severities of your Cen- 
ſure upon me: But as I can honeſtly declare 
my ſincere Deſire is to promote the noble Re- 
ligion of Jeſus, and to ſee it flowri/h in all the 


charitableneſs and Animoſities among its Mini- 
ſters and Profeſſors are an infernal Expedient 
for that Putpoſe; I muſt declare, that the 
extenſive Prevalency of a Spirit of Candeur 
and Moderation, would very much heighten 


knowledge the moſt ſacred Obligations to 


tivate ſuch a Spirit, and dare not expect 
your Mercy, if I ſhould ws/fully violate them. 
And Teu, Gentlemen, may perhaps judge 
from the following Sermon, whether the 
Difference between us in Sentiments, and our 
Obligations to promote our Reſpective Churches 
de ſuch, as to admit of no good Neighbour- 


' ©? bhoed, no friendly Correſpondence between us, 
i 1 ö » 
28 Men, as Scholars, and as Profeſſors of the 


/ame Chriſtianity; but that we muſt be at 
B implacable 


nus Creatures of the ſame Species, but as their 


voancement of a Party, inſtead of the common 
e- Salvation, it would be Policy in me to wiſh, 


Churches of Chriſt; and as I know that Un- 


my Satisfaction. For my Part, I now ac- 


the Public, and to you, to maintain and cul- 
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implacable Hoſtility, like "WR and Sahmrs- 


tans, till the one Party retrad his Sentiments, 
and betray the intereſis of the Society to 


which he belongs. 


Here, Revd. Sirs Jet 1 me infert an Extract 
from a Letter of mine to the late Revd. and 
Hon. Dr. Dauſon, for whoſe Memory I have 
a ſincere Veneration, written at his Motion, 
to give him, and the other Gentlemen: of the 
Council (to whom he promiſed to communi- 
cate it) an impuartial Account of the Circum- 
{tances of the Diſſenters here: and what he 
was pleaſed to requeſt, I may, 1 inoffen- 
tively preſent to you. 


I am not fond, Sir, of diſſeminating, Se- 
dition and Schiſm : [ have no Ambition to 
« presbyterianize the Colony. But I hope I 1 
may declare, without ſuſpicion of Cſtenta- 


tion, or wilful Falkfreation, that I have a 3 


« fimcere zeal, however languid and impotent, 
to propagate the catholic Religion of 7e/ies 
te in its Life and Power; tho' I feel but /zz7/c 
ct Anxiety about the Denomination its genuine 
Subjects aſſume. The Prafeſſion of Chriſtia- 
« nity is uni verſal in this Colony : but alas 


Sir, if the Religion of the Bible be the 


« Teſt of Mens Characters, and the Standard ** 


„ of their final Doom, Multitudes, Multi- 


« tudes are in a periſhing Condition! Their 
Ignorance, their Negligence, their wrong 
« Notions of vital C hriſtianity, their habitual 


:M Neglect of its known Duties, their vicious 


6 Practice 


/ the Eſtabliſhed Church in Virginia. 


A practice proclaim it aloud : and he that an 


N 
- . 


3 
i 


* 
* 


2ri- (4 perſuade himſelf of the contrary, in ſpite of 
nts, „ Evidence, is poſſeſſed of a Charity under no 
to e rational or ſcriptural Regulations. For 
„ my Part, Sir, ſhould I believe that Religion 
4 is in a flouriſhing State in this Colony, 1 
(„ muſt renounce the Bible, diſbelieve my Eyes, 
„ and my Ears, and ruſh into. univerſal Scep- 
( ticiſin. Could I indulge the pleaſing Dream, 
„ my Life below the Skies would be an 
= «© Anticipation of Heaven I do not 
( concludereiigion is in ſo lamentable a State, 
„ becauſe I ſee the Generality pray by Form, 
„ receive the Sacrament kneeling, &c. or in 
« a Word, becauſe they conform to the de- 
« bated Peculiarities of the eſtabliſhed Church: 
no, Sir; I freely grant, #he/e things are not 
« the Teſt of men's Characters; theſe may be 
« fo far from hindering, that for what I know, 
« they may promote living Religion, in ſuch 
« as have no Scruples about them; tho' the 
« Caſe would be 9therw:/e with others: But 
« the unwelcome Evidences that force this 
« Concluſion upon me, are, the general Ne- 
C glect, and ſtupid! Urconcernedneſs about 
« Religion, the habitual Omiſſion of its Duties, 
6 and the vicious Practices that glare upon 
« me around; and which are utterly incon- - 
« ſiſtent with true Religion in any Denomi- 
« nation,” [in a Preſbyterian, as well as 2 
Church-Man.)] I pretend to no /#- 
« perior Sanctity above the eſtabliſhed Clergy, 
& who are picuſly aiming at the great end of 
their Office; and I allow myſelf the plea- 
| «TR 
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« ſure of hoping there are ſuch in Virginia, 
I pretend to no Apoſtolic Powers and Pri- 
« vileges, immediate Revelations and impul- 
& ſes; but renounce the Claim as preſumptu- 
« ous and. enthuſraſtical. I am as mean and 
inſignificant a Creature, as you can well 


“ Sir, that even a Heart fo inſenſible as mine, 
“ is at Times diſſolved into Compaſiions 
and racked with Agonies of Zeal, when ſo 
« diſmal a Scene opens around me: 4 dare 
« profeſs, I cannot ſtand an wnconcerned,. in- 
« active Spectator of the Ruin of my Fellow- 
* ſinners; but would very gladly ſpend and 
„be ſpent for them, thy the more abundantly 
« 1 leve them, the leſs I ſhould be loved: 1 
« am bcid to avow fo much picus Humanity, 
“ as that I would exert myſelf to the utmoſt, 
in my liitle Sphere, for their Recovery: 
: „ and fince I am di/abled, by ſome conſcien- 
cc tious ſcruples, to attempt it in the Commu - 
« 2icx of the eſtabliſhed Church; I humbly 
te conceive, I am warranted to attempt it in a 
e ſeparate Communion, This, Sir, is my. 
« y Deſign; and (as I told you in Conver- 
« faticn) I Think it would be no great 
« ftretch of Charity to ſuppoſe, that even 4 
% Di ſſenter may be more diſtreſſed to ſee 
« Multitudes ruſhing on in a thoughtleſs Ca- 
& reer to Ruin, than to ſee them conform to 
the Church of England; and more zealous to 
* convert them from Sin to Holineſs, than 
from Party to Party. EO 


This 


C conceive me to be. But I dare profeſs, P 


the eſtabliſhed Church in Virginia. 


via, This Account of my Conduct and Deſigns, 
Pri- Gentlemen, I have ſeen no Reaſon to retract, 
ul- and my Procedure, ſince it was written, 
u. which was about a year ago, has not been in- 
nd | conſiſtent with it. And, till my Practice be 
ell 7 proven inconſiſtent with it, theſe unreſerved 
%, ©. Declarations of my Deſign muſt be deemed 
. 


ve, ſincere, and worthy to be credited; unleſs 


ns Mortals can produce authentic Credentials to 
ſo warrant their aſſuming the Prerogative of 


re | Omniſciense, and judging the Secrets of the 
n- Heart. | 
We | | 5 | 
1d It would really afford me no /mall Unee/7- 
ly BE neſs, if the Deſign of this Dedication ſhould 
I be miſapprehended: and theretore permit me 
*. Gentlemen, repeatedly to aſſure yon, that to 
ſt, {7 aſper/e your Characters by ſo much as the moſt 
2 ern Inſinuation or cblique Hints; or to 
1 3 aſſume the Air of your Inſtructor, is as far 
from my Heart as you can wiſh it to be: but 
ly that my /e Deſign is, to give you an im- 
a partial Account of the Dectrines with which 
„ 7 we entertain our Hearers; that you may 
r. judge, how far we deſerve to be cenſured 
if and oppoſed as Innovators, Diſturbers of the 
@ Peace of the Church, ſewers of Hereſies and 
e > Sedition, &c. And if the following Sermon 


—anſwer his End, the Deſign of its Publication 
> > with Reſpect to you, is fully obtained. But 
> 3 ifIſhould be ſo unhappy as to be diſappointed 
1 > in this, I muſt ſupport mylelf by reflecting 
4 upon the Insffenſroeneſs and Integrity of my 
. Intention : and (as Chryſo/tome obſerves in the 

e FT Quotation 
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«©. when One can be conſcious to himſelf, that 


« of the Deity.” And (to tranſlate my firſt 


« e5 the Doctrines of the Lord Feſus, and prace AI 


he DEDICATION » the.Clergy. 


Quotation from him in the Title-page) ©. Ir 
« is a ſufficient Relief ander all his Labours, 
e and more than an E Nee 0 for them all, 


« he regulates his Doctrine tg the Approbation 1 


Matto from Clemens of Alexandria) © He is 50 
ce in Reajity a Pre, 1.7 of the Church, anda © 
« true Miniſter of the Willof God, who teach- |: 


« tiſes accordingly : and though he be not ho- 
& noured with the firſt Seat upon Earth; he 
« ſhall be enthroned in heaven,” &c To 
that ſtate, of · perfect Uniformity in Sentiment, 
and everlaſting. Friendſbip, may you be con- 
ducted, when you have /erved your Genera- 
tion according to the Will of God! And there 
may Divine Grace affprd ſome humble Place, 
among the Myriads of glorified Immortals, 
to the unuorthy Mortal, who is, and therefore 
deſires to be eſteemed, 


REVEREND S1RS, 


Tour affectionate Brother, 


tearty well-Wiſher, 


and 
Humble Servant. 15 
SAMUEL Da VIE. 5 


Hanser 1 | | 3 
Jon. 9, 1755-3 — 


, 


$1 AN ADDRES 8 to the People under the 
=  KZevd. Mr, Todd's miniſterial Care: 


My Dear F riends arid Brethren, 


I moſt earneſtly and affectionately int rt 
7” IJ you, and (ſince the Importance of the 


matter requires it) I ſolemnly charge you, 


frequently to review and peruſe the follow- 


ing Sermon and Appendix; that you may be 


often reminaed of the Tranſactions of that 
ſolemn Day, upon which it was delivered. 
Nothing can tend more to your Adyantage, 
than. the faithful and perſevering Performance 
bf the Cb/zgations you then undertook toward: 


your Miniſter; and this you cannot do, 
without frequently vecoliecting them. To 


remind you of them, this Sermon is nov- 
publiſhed; and for this End, I hope you wii! 
ſe it, and keep it by you, as a memorial of 
the Vows of G OD, which are upon you. 


Language cannot expreſs the ar dent Will- 
es of my Heart, that the ward of the Lor 7 
may have free Courſe, and be glatt 727 amonics 
you; that laying aſidè all ins ice, au g. 
Guile and Hypocriſy, you mas, a new-191"4 
Babes, deſire the ſincere fi. of te lin, 
that you may grew thereby, and taſte that th. 
Lord is gracias; that vour worthy Hatte. 
may be long continued an extenfive Biafling 
among you; that /i: bow may avide 2: 
Strength, and his Arins be mage {tring, hu 
the Hands of the migit; GOD of Jacob; 
| | (nen. 
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Au Addreſs to Mr. Todd's People, 


(Gen. 49. 24.) and that he may be the 7oy- 
ful Father of many ſpiritual Children among 
you.——This is my heart's Deſire and Prayer 
fo Ged for you; and in Return, I beg the 


Benefit of your Interceſſious at the Throne of 


Grace, for, 


| My Dear Friends, 
The moſt affectionate Well-IWiſher 


F your immortal Souls; 


S. Davies 


— be) 8 . 
ome BY 


N r ee * . 2 feel 


— nd III 
: JEE ͤ ͤ ͤ IS Pong bj ot FO IO Age 3 
PP 


e 


1 
* 
N 
2 

* 
4 
x 
+ 
. 


- 


1 
| 
J 
| 
| 
| 
| 
( 
| 
| 
| 


f 


= 


\ 
4 
8 
v4 
N 
4. 
8 bs 
8 
oe N 
"He 
Ty 
5 
: 


£2 
LE 
92 
Kt | 
{8 
A 
x23 Cs 
* 
* I 
F: 
a 


An ADVERTISEMENT to the Reader. 17 


A -Sermon of the Author's on Iſal. 62. 1. 
preached laſt October in Pennſy/vania at 
the Opening of the Preſbytery, was ſent to + 


the Preſs in Philadelphia, by Order of Preſe 


bytery, and may by this Time be prebliſhed ; 
in which there are ſundry Sentiments the * 


ſame with ſome in the following Sermon, eſ- 


pecially under the third Head. If both ſhould 
fall into the Reader's Hands, it may be ob- 
ſerved as an Apology for the Publication of 
bothy that they were publiſhed at the Reguz/# 
of different Perſons at a great Diſance; that 
but few who may have Opportunity of per- 
uſing the ane, will ever ſee the other; and 
that by far the greate/t Part of this Diſcourſe 
is entirely different from fat. To. 


The Ps ax u ſung before Sermon, (Pſal. 132. 
4, 5, 7, 8, 15.—17. Dr. Watts's Verſion.) 


—=4. Ariſe, O King of Grace, ariſe, 
And enter to Thy Reſt; 
Lo! Thy Church waits with longing Eyes 
Thus to be own'd and bleſt. , : 


5. Enter with Ml Thy glorious Train, 
Thy Spirit and Thy word : 

All that the Ark did once contain 
Could no ſuch Grace afford. 


6. Here, mighty Gon, accept our Yows; 
Here let Thy Prailc be ſpread: 
Bleſs the Proviſions of Thy Houle, 
And tl Thy Poor wit Bre id. 
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4 Hire o fo My. Todd's 's Peel, | 8 


G 24.) and that he may be the joy. 
ful Father of many ſpiritual Children among 
you.——This is niy heart's Deſire om Prayer 


to Ged for you; and in Return, 1 beg the 


Benefit of your * at the of 
| * for, 


* 


"0 Dear Friend, 


— 


The moſt affectionate Well-Wiſher 5 


of your immortal Soalsy 


F. Davies 
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An ADVERTISEMENT tothe Reader. 7 


A Sermon of the Author's on [fai, 62. 1. 
g preached laſt October in Peunſylvania at 


cr i the Opening of the Preſbytery, was ſent to 
ne the Preſs in Pfrlade pid, by Orler of Prefs 
of ¶ bytery, and may by this Time be publiſhed; 
in which there are ſundry Sentiments the 
ſame with ſome in the following Sermon, el- , 
pecially under the third Head. If both ſhould. 
Fall into the Reader's Hands, it may be ob- 
ſerved as an Apology for the Publication of 
doth; that they were publiſhed at the Regue/# 
of different Perſons at a great Di/tance; that 
but few who may have Opportunity of per- 
| uſing the ce, will ever ſee the other; and 
7 that by far the greate/t Part of this Diſcourſe 
is entirely different from tha. 


The Ps AL ſung before Sermon, (Pſal. 132. 
4, 5, 7, 8, 15.—17, Dr. Watts's Verſion.) 


2 2 8 5 
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— 4. Ariſe, O King of Grace, ariſe, 
And enter to Thy Reſt; 
Lo! Thy Church waits with longing Eyes | | 


Thus to be own'd and bleſt. ; ; 
5. Enter with All Thy glorious Train, | 
Thy Spirit and Thy word : 1 


All that the Ark did once contain 
Could no ſuch Grace afford. 


6. Here, mighty Gon, accept our Vows 
Here let Thy Praiſe be ſpread: | 
Bleſs the Proviſions of Thy Houſe, 
And fill Thy Poor with Bre id. 
| [+= ED ;: nw q 
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The PSALM ſung before Sermon. ; 


7 Here let the Son of David reign, 
Let Gop's Anointed ſhine : 


| Juſtice and Truth His Court maintain, 


With Love and Pow' r Divine. 


8 Here let Him hold a laſting Throne; 
And as Bis Kingdom grows, 
Freſh Honours fhall adorn His Crown, 
And fhame confound His Foes. 


*,” 


— 


| PERL 
The Duties, Difficulties and Reward of the 
F Minfter. 


A SERMON, Ke. 


ACTS: AK. . 


Bur none of theſe Things move me, neither | 
count I my Life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I 
might finiſh my courſe with Joy, and the Mi- 


niſtry which I have received of the Lord 
Jeſus, to teſtifie the Goſpel of the Grace of 
God. | 


IT is fit in itſelf, my Brethren, and autho- 
rized by many ſcripure-Precedents, as well 
as by the Practice of all Nations, that im- 
portant Offices and new Relations ſhould be 
undertaken with Ceremonies of peculiar So- 
_ and when ſuch Formalities are ob- 
ſerved, not for the ſake of O/tentation and 
Parade, but to give the Parties concerned 
ſuitable Impreſſions of their Undertaking ; it 
may produce very happy Conſequences— 
Now of all the offices that can be ſuſtained 
by Mortals, that of the Miniſtry of the Goſ- 
pel is the moſt weig/ty and ſolemn; and the 
Relation between a Miniſter and his People 
is the moſt awful and important that can ſubſiſt 
among Mankind. Other Offices and Relati- 
ons, from the Sovereign to the Slave, have a 
primary Reference to the little Affairs of 
the preſent tranſitory World : but the mini- 
C2 ea 


2 The Settlement of a Miniſter ſhould be attended with 


N 
| 
N 


ſterial Function has an immediate and prin. 


cipal Reference to the vaſt Concerns of -Eter- 


nity ; — Eternity! that tremendous Attribute! 
which might add infinite Importance even to 
Things, that if femporary, would be but in- 
ſignificant Trifles. And when People receive 


. a Miniſter by their own Election, they do not 


chuſe a Phyſician for their Bodies, or a Guar- 


dian of their civil Property, Liberty and Life; 


but, which is infinitely more important, they 
receive an Ambaſſador of Chriſ?, to negotiate 


with them in Hrs Zi they chuſe a ſpiritual 
Guide, to conduct them thro' the Intricacies of 
this Wilderneſs into Immanuel's Land: oy 


3. place themſelves under the care of a Shepherd, 


who muſt watch for their Souls, as one that 
muſt give Account: they employ a ſjrritual 


| Phyſician, whoſe Applications will not be in- 


diſſerent; but will prove a Savsur of Life. 
unte Life, or a Saucur of Death unto Death, 
to every Individual under his care A moſt 
important, and tremenduous Truſt ! neither 


to be repoſed by the one Party, nor aſſumed 
by the other, withopt the moſt awful Solem- 


nity. And therefore it is fit that this Occaſion, 
on which the weighty Affair is to be tranſacted, 
ſould be diſtinguiſbed with peculiar Solemni- 


ty; and particularly, that you ſhould be en- 


tertained with a Dz/cour/e adapted to it. 


And as this Province is aſſigned to me by 


the Revd. Preſbytery, I would fain ſpeak, 
and I hope, my Dear Brethren, you will ho- 


neſtly endeavour to hear with that paſſionate 
| os es | Selemmity 


any Interviews, till, in very different Cir- 


viour, has been fo often proclaimed in our 


Paul the 4ged, Paul the Chief of the Apoltles, Phil, v. 9. 


27 oper Solenmity; and ſo ſhould a Miniſter's 3 
. Reſignation of his Charge. 


f golemni ty and deep Concern which becomes us 


at Parting, We have had many folemn In- 
terviews together in the houſe of God: but 

now the happy Opportunity, ſo long fought 

for, is come, when I may relieve 2 5 from 

a Charge, which, however dear, and inti- 

mately united to my Heart, was ſo much too 
extenſive for me. Now I chearfully reſign 
you to the paſtoral Charge of Another, who, phil. 2. 26. 
doubt not, will Nuri care for your 

ſtate. Henceforth e ſhall not probably have 


cumſtances, and for very different purpoles, 

we met and mingle with the aſſembled Uni- 

verſe, before the dread Tribunal of that ve- 

nerable Maſeſty, whoſe gentle Name, as a Sa- 

Ears. There we muſt give an Account of 

pur Fidelity in our reſpective Stewardſbips. 
There we muſt give an Account of all the 2 Cor. . 
Deeds done in the Body; and particularly of 10. 

the Improvement we have made of the religi- 

ous Privileges we have enjoyed together And 

may we this Day anticipate ſomething of that 

dread Solemnity, which will then ſeize the 

moſt trifling and thoughtleſs mind among us! 

May every Heart catch ſomething of that 

ſacred Fire of paſſionate Zeal, and feel thoſe 

ſolemn and tender impreſſions, with which 

this Diſcourſe where my Text lies, was deli- 

vered and heard ! 


ERS. : | 2 Cor. 11. 
This Diſcourſe is the Farewel. Sermon of 


C 2 and 2. 


St. Pauls Reſolution under Diſſicultie:: 


and the moſt ſucceſsful Propagator of Chriſti. 
anity, toa venerable Aſſembly of the Epheſian 
Miniſters, called to meet him at Miletus, to 
receive the laſt Advice and Charge of their 
piritual Father, His Sermon was preached i 
and heard with floods of Tears. And indeed 
the pathetic Addreſs of the accompliſhed 0ra- 
tor, animated with the affectionate Ardor 
of the Zealous Chriſtian, is ſo irreſiſtibly ſtrik- 
ing, that he muſt be a ſtranger to the tender 
Paſſions, who can read it, even at this Diſ- 
tance, without ſenſible Emotions. 


St. Paul was now upon his laſt Journey 
to 7eruſalem, to relieve the poor Saints in 
Judlea with the charitable Contributions of the 
Gentile Churches, and to refreſh them with the 
acceptable News of the Succeſs of the Goſpel 
an:ong the Heathen. He knew not the par- 
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Ve 22. ficular Trials that were before him: but he 
vs aſſured in general, by prophetic Intimati- 
ons which he received in every City on his 
way, that Bonds and 1fiidtons awaited him. 


The Text contains his noble Reſolution, 
upon the Foreſight of theſe ſevere Trials, 
which might iſſue in the, loſs of his Liberty, 
ard even of his Life, as they at length actual - 
ly did. * Notwithſtanding the ſhocking Pro- 

| | | ſpe&t 


| | 
l 5 v. 23. 
| , 

| 


| * A few Days after St. Paul's Arrival at Jeru/akem, we 
| find him mobbed by the Jews, (Acts 21. 27, &c.) and when 
he is reſcned from their Uutrages by the Chief Captain, he is 
pound with two Chains, and committed to Priſon. (v. 33-3 4.) 
bs, | After 
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| And his Zeal to run his Chriſtian Race. — 


ſpect, he ſets his Face reſolutely to go to Je- Luke 9. 
fruſalem, like the Captain of his Salvation, in 51. | 
like Circumſtances; and purſues his Journey 
with an undaunted Bravery, becoming a good 
Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt. He implicitly reſigns 2 Tim. 
himſelf to the Conduct of the Holy Spirit; and 2. 3. 
will tread the darkeſt Path at his command. 
None of theſe Things move me, ſays he, neither 
count Imy life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might 
* finiſh my Courſe with Foy, and the Miniſtry 
3 which I have received of the Lord Feſus, to 
teſtifie the Goſpel of the Grace of God, 
The Apoſtle conſiders the preſent Life, and 
the Services required of him as a Man and a 
Chriſtian, under the ſignificant Metaphor, of a 
Courſe or a Race, aſſigned him to run for a Prize; 
probably with an Alluſion to the celebrated 
Olympic Games. This metaphor intimates the 
neceſlity of the moſt vigorous Exertion of all 
our Powers, and the moſt unwearied Acti vity, 
in the Duties of the Chriſtian Life. To run Heb. 12. 
this Race with Patience, and Alacrity, and to 1. 


| niſb > 


After this, he paſſed thro? a Series of Abuſes, and was drag 
ged from Court to Court, (Ch. 22. 30. and 23. 30. and 25, 
6. and 25. 23.) and never releaſed from Priſon, but to be 
brought like a Griminal in Chains to the Barr, for above two 
Tears. (Ch. 24. 27-) At length he was obliged to put him+ 
ſelf beyond their Pewer, and bring the Matter to a ſpeedy 
Iſſue, by appealing to the Roman Emperir; (Ch. 25. 119) 
and having ſuffered the Hardſhips of a Shipwreck in his 
Veyage to Rome (Ch. 27.) he is there kept in /o9/er Cuſlody 
for two Years ; (Ch. 28. 16. 30.) at length more cl 
confined, and at laſt put is Death by Nero, that Butcher of 
Mankind, 


* 
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6 Fc. Paul's great Progreſs in the Chriſtian” Race; 


Fiuiſb thit Courſe with Foy, was the principal 

Buſineſs, the moſt vigorous Effort of his Life. 

And when, in the near Approach of Death, 

he reviews his paſt Conduct, we find him in 

the ſerene Enjoyment of that ſatisfaction, he 

here ſo ardently wiſbes for— 1 have (ſays he, 

2 Tim. uſing the ſame agoniſtic ſtyle ; 1 have) fini/hed 

4. 7, 8. my Courſe ; — Henceferth is laid up for me 4 

- Crown (not of fading Laurel, like that given 

| d0ð the Conquerors in the Olympic Games, to 

= .. which there is a manifold Alluſion here; but a 

i | Crown) of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the 

1 Frghteous Judge; ſhall give me — Thus we find 

_ vigorous Reſolutions, put into Practice, ſhall 

not fail of the Prize in View; which may a- 

nimate us / to run that we may obtain. | 
x Cor. 9. | 35 


24 Beſides his private Chriſtian Courſe, the 
Apoſtle had his public Miniſterial Courſe, to 
run: and he was no leſs folicitous to fini/h 
this with joy. He was Zealous not only to. 
fave himſelf, but alfo thoſe that heard him; 
and to finiſh his Mini/try, as well as the per- 
ſenal Duties of the Chriſtian Life. T7 


EE OOO on ĩ ad IRE 


i Tim. 4. 
16 


The Apoſtle had at this Time made 2 
ſmall Progreſs in his Chriſtian and Miniſterial 
Courſe. His Attainments in per/onal Holineſs, 
were ſo eminent, that but few, if any of the 
Saints in any Age of the Church, have equal- 


Cor. 15 jed him. In apoſtolic Labours and ſufferings he 


10 


> Cor. 1 1. Vas more abundant than all the Apoſtles. He 
had braved the Dangers of Sea and Land, and 
travelled many Countries to propagate the 

_ Joyful News of Salvation to periching _ 
tudes 


= 


* 5 
3 
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continued Earneſtneſs to make” greater. _ 5 


tudes. He had founded Hundreds of Churches, 
and been the happy Inſtrument of turning ma- 
ny Thouſands from Dartneſi to Light. In 
ſhort, Few have left the Earth, in the meſt ad- 


| vanced Period of Life, who have gone thro' 


ſuch a Series of ſucceſsful Labours and gener- 
ous Sufferings, for. the divine Honour, and 


the Weal of Mankind, as St. Paul had at this 


Time, when fiordry Years of his extenſive 
Uſefulneſs were yet remaining. 4 But his un- Rey. 2. 
bounded Zeal is not ſatisfied with all this Pro- 26—3. 11 


# Keiency. He knew that Perſeverance is the — 21 


Teſt of Fidelity; and that none but he that 
finally overcomes ſhall wear the Crown. He 
is therefore as anxious to finiſh his Courſe, 
to firrſh his Miniſtry, with Joy, as if he had 
waſted all his former Days in /dleneſs, or 
uſeleſs Activity. What he has done well in 
the Service of his Lord, he humbly rejoices > | 
in, and aſcribes all the Glory to free-Grace, 1 Cor. 15. 
But oh! all this is not enough, all this is No- 10. 
thing, when compared with the unbounded 

| 9 Aims 


4 Chronologers generally ſuppoſe, St. Paul was converted 
A. D. 35, that he took his Journey to Feruſalem A. D. 60, 
and that he ſuffered Martyrdom at Rome A. D. 67. (Vid. 
Mpitby's Chron, Index to the N. T.) fo that this Interview 
with the Miniſters of Epheſus at Miletus was in the 25th. 
Year after his Converſion, and ſeven Years before his Death. 
After this, he wrote his immortal Epiſtles to the Philip. to 
Philem. to the Czle/s. to the Epheſ. to the Heb. to Tim. and 


Tit. probably in the Order here mentioned: for in all theſe he 


gives ſome Intimations of his Inpriſonment. Aftert his, his Deſire 
of imparting ſome ſpiritual Gift to the Roman Church, (Rom. 

I, 11.) was no doubt accompliſhed ; and during his Cuſtody, 

| Tr | | his 


St. Pauls Solicitude io make a grateful Exit. 


Aims of his pious Ambition, and his immenſe 
Obligations to the bleſſed Feſus. He will de- 
vote the Remnant of his venerable Years to 
the ſame Service: he will wear out the Re- 
mains of his ſtrength, juſt exhauſted already 
with the glorious Toils. of his Office, in inde- 

3 fatigable Endeavours to diffuſe Holineſs and 
= Happineſs through a degenerate, miſerable 
= World. He had hitherto acted his part 
well, on the private and public /tage of Life: 

but the moſt important Part is yet to come: 

he has not yet made his Exit: and now he is 

anxious that that may be as graceful and 

_ triumphant as poſſible. His Heart was always 

full of this noble Concern ; and when he was 
honoured with bonds and impriſonments for 

the ſake of Jeſus, he is not advanced above it: 

even then he was not content with all that he 

had done and ſuffered; but eagerly aſpires 

after higher Attainments: for in his Epiſtle 

Philip. 3. to the Philippians, written during his Con- 
13, 14. finement at Rome, he has theſe remarkable 
Words; Brethren, I count not myſelf as yet 

to have apprehended the Prize; but this one 
Thing 1 do, as the principal Concern of my 

2 | Life; 


His Labours were not without Succeſs among the Roman 
Courtiers in Cae/ar's Palace; (Phil. 1. 13. and 4. 22.) and 
his Magnanimity and Joy under all his Sufferings for ſo glo- 
rious a Cauſe, animated his Brethren in the Lord with much 
more Boldneſs to ſpeak the Word without Fear, (Phil. 1. 14) 
.— Glorious old Age! thus conſumed in generous Labours 
and ſufferings for the Honour of his divine Maſter, and the 
beſt intereſt of an ungrateſul World, which conſpired to re- 

Ward him with Torments and Death! 


His generous Contempt of the Difficulties before him.. 9 


| Life; in this one thing all my moſt vigorous 1 


le- Endeavours center; forgetting. thoſe Things 
to which are behind, in my ſpiritual Race, and 
e- reaching forth unto theſe things that are be- 
dy fore; 1 ſtrain and preſs toward the Mark, 


for the glorious Prize conſpicuous at the 


id Goal. ws 
le „ Oo 

* He foreſaw that Bouds and Afflictions lay in 

5 his Way; and that his Difficulties would en- 

1 creaſe with his Progreſs in his ſpiritual Courſe. 

* But he ſtands firm and intrepid as a Rock, and 

a nobly inſenſible of the ſhock. Nene of theſe . 


Things move me, ſays he: I mate no Account 
Ss of theſe Things: nay, I MARE AccovuxT op 
Noruixg. * 1 do not hold my very Life Dear 
to myſelf, if I may but finiſh my Miniſtry 
with Joy. This. he had at Heart above all 
other Things: for this he would willingly 
port with Life, and all its Enjoyments, as 
rifles ; yea, as Incumbrances, if they came 
in Competition with it: from the Purſuits of 
this no Difficulties could diſcourage him, 
no Diſſuafives reſtrain him. Who, without 
tender Emotions, can read his Anfwer to the 
weeping Importunities of his friends, diſſuad- 
ing him from going to Feruſalem, © What 
mean ye to weep, and to break mine Heart? Act. 21, 
| for 1 am ready not to be bound only, but alfa 13. 
| to die at Jeruſalem, for the Name of the Lord 
D 2 | Jeſus. 
* This is an exact, literal Tranſlation of the Original, 


#vievo; 1.290 Tous. and 'S more emphatical than our e 
l erfiom 5 | 
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1% The End and Buſineſe of his Office; 


enn 
* 4 
* 

. 


Jeſus. Let Perſecution diſcharge all her A. 
killery againſt him; let Martyrdom appear in 
the moſt ſhocking ſhapes of Torture; he is 
calm and undaunted. His Life is at his Lord's 
Diſpoſal ; and if he can but review his Courſe 
at /a/?, and fay in his Maſter's Language, 


1 is finſhed;” with quiet Reſignation, or 


John 19. rather with joyful Rapture, he will give up 


30. theGhoſt, tho it ſhould be in Flames, or up- 


on a Rack. O noble Bravery! worthy 2 
gocd Soldier of the Captain of our Salvation ! 


The Conſideration of the End and Buſineſs 
of his Office, and of the Perſon who had in- 
veſted him with it, did not a little enflame 
his Zeal and Courage faithfully to diſcharge 
It. | | 


The important End and pleaſing Bufmeſs 
of his Office was, 0 te/tifiy the Goſpel of the 


Grace of Cod; or (as the Original imports). 


folemnly and clearly to publiſh and atteſt. the 

' good News of the Grace of God. Not 
Crowns and Empires and all the Pleaſures of 
the Earth, could afford ſo noble a ſatisfacti- 
on to a generous Heart, as to wander over this 

{ wretched World, like a Pilgrim, with the 
; beneficent Powers of relieving Captives from 
the Yoke of Bondage, reſtoring Health ra 

| e 


1 cannot, without this periphraſtic Tranſlation, fully ex- 
preſs the Import and Enphaſis of the Original, 5:2uzprupzovar 


1% Funyyr)uey vr; yaprres 75 OUy, It is a familiar Criticiſm that 


Evan 


3 e. —_ 


e 
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| Eaſe to the Languiſhing or Agoniz ing, deli- 


vering the Poor from Famine and Hardſpips, 
and diffuſing Happineſs around. But theſe are 


but temporal Bleſſings, and dwindle into Tr:ifles 


when placed in Contraſt with the immor- - 
tal Bleſſings of the Goſpel; and therefore 


the Buſine and Deſign of the Miniſtry 


more benevolent, noble and 


I incompara 
delightful. To be the Meſſenger of ever- 


laſting Salvation to Millions of periſhing 
Immortals; to be the Herald of the Mojf , 
High, to proclaim REconcitiaTtTiON! Rx- 
CONCILIATION! to a rebel World, devoted 
to univerſal Ruin ; to bear the happy Tidings 
of Pardon and Life to the numerous Gentile 
Nations, who had long lain in a ſtupid Neglect 
of the Concerns of Eternity; or anxiouſly _ 
enquired with Balak, (but to little purpoſe, for 

| ant 


Evayymuor fipnifies Good News; and fo the Name is a conciſe 
Definition of the Thing. To teſtifie, is too languid a Word 
to convey the Emphaſis of Jirar rugas dai. Paſor renders Sa- 
Keprupoues etiam atque etiam obteſtor, valde teſter. It is uſed 
to ſigniſie the paſſionate Vehemence and clear Reaſoning with 
which St. Paul demonſtrated that 7e/us was the Meſiah, at 
Corinth, when in a peculiar Agony of pious Zeal. (Acts 18. 
5.) Sometimes it ſignifies to adjure, or charge with the So- 
lemnity of an Cath. So it is rendered 1, Tim. 5. 21. By 
this Verb the LXX tranſlate the Heb. Y Heguid which 

ſometimes ſignifies to give IVarning, (Jer. 6. 10.) ſometimes 
ſolemnly to proteſt, (Gen.gz. 3.) and ſometimes to witne/5 and 
confirm. (Jer. 32. 25. Exod. 21. 19.) In all theſe ſenſes it 
may be here underſtood 3; and emphaticaily point out the 
Manner in which the Goſpel ſhould be preached. | 
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YZ 112 1 0 beneficent Deſign of his office, 
Mic. 6. 6. Want of farther Information) Wherews1} 


| honoured with this Employ, not by the bye, 
or upon particular Occaſions ; but ſtatedly as 
the principal, the only Buſineß of Life; while 
Perſons in other ſtations are obliged, even in 
Duty, to ſpend the greater Part of their Time 
about their cular affairs; how diſtinguiſbing 


muſt be the Zeal of a Soul inſpired} with 
| ſuch benevolent Sentiments as St. Paul's, to 
perform a Work of ſuch extenſive Beneficence. 
And what refined generous Pleaſure muſt in- 
termingle with and lighten all the oppref/ive 


He was inveſted with this beneficent Office 
by ſo endeared a Perfon as the Lord Feſus. 
This he mentions with delightful Emphaſis — 


Grace, in the furious Career of my perſecut- 
ing Zeal ; who ftruck me down a humble Sup- 


tulation, Saul! Saul] why perſecuteſt thou me? 
inftead of ſtriking me to Hell with the Thunder 


to a choſen Veſſel, to bear His Name before the 
Gentiles, and Kings, and the Children of V 
rael; and gave him the Honour of ſuffering 
great Things for his Name's Sake : — that 


Publicans and 
boured thro' all the Difficulties of the mini- 
ſterial Office with which he has honoured me 


an Honour is ſuch an Office. How vehement 


Labours attending it! — Eſpecially when. 


that merciful 7eſus, who ſeized me by his 
plicant at His Feet, with an almighty Expoſ. 
of His Power ; that condeſcending Jeſus, 


Who raiſed a proftrate Rebel, formed him in- 


compaſſionate 5 the ſincere Friend of, 
inners, Who chearfully la- 


"ſhall I gome before the Lord? &c, and to be 


d the Author of 1, 4 great leducement to Fidelity. 13 


S0 will not Ave to myſelf, nor die to myſelf ; Rom, 14. 
o be ut whether Ilive, I will live unto my Lord; 7, 8. 


bye, ud whether I die, I will die unto my Lord ; Phil. i. 20. 
ly a7 hat he may be magnified in my body, whether 


vhile 


en in 


ime in repreſenting to you the excellent Spirit of 

bing St. Paul, as diſcovered in my Text, becauſe 

en- I think it peculiarly inſtructive, moving, and 

vith imitable; oh! that it may animate all of the 

0 ſacred Character! I am now ready to conſider 

ce. | ſome of the principal Subjects, adapted to 5 

in- this Occaſion, which the Text ſuggeſts to us: 22 
e particularly I ſhall, 4 
I. Shew what is implied in the great Deſign 

ce and Buſineſs of the Miniſterial Office, © Txs- 

's, | © TiFYING THE GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF 

30 D Gop.“ - : 

2 II. Shew what is implied in © Fixisnix 

2 « ThE Mixis TRV.“ 

5 III. Point ut TE eprINCieaL DirFicUL- 

* « Tits,” that uſually attend the faithful Diff 

: charge of at. And | 

q IV. Shew that © Tf Joy RESULTING AT 

« LasT from the faithful Diſcharge of it, is 


it be by Life, or by Death. 
I have been the more Full, My Brethren, 


& ſufficient Encouragement to break thro' all 
the Difficulties attending it. 


I. I am to ſhew You, hat is implied in the 
great Deſign and Buſineſi of the miniſterial 


Office, 


„ 


19. 


21. 


Gal. 


9 


Mat it 3s topreach the Coſpel. 


Office, © TesTIryinG rux Gosrzr or Tun 
« GRACE or Gon.” 


It is evident at firſt ſight, that it implies, 

« That the Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould 

« prencipally inſiſt on thoſe Doctrines 

4 that are purely evangelical, or pecu- 
« iar to the Goſpel, in ſuch a Manner 

« as tends to diſplay the rich and free 

« Grace of GOD, and advance its Ho- 
. nour.” \ NE 


The Subſtance of evangelical Doctrines is 
contained in that apoſtolic Definition, te wit, 
That GOD was in Chrift reconciling the world 


2 Cor. 5, Unt Himſelf, not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto 


them. And therefore all our Miniſtrations 
muſt center and terminate in the mediatorial | 
Scheme of Reconciliation. 


We muſt indeed at proper Seaſons, and in 
a ſuitable Preportion, explain and inculcate 
the great Truths and Duties of Natural Reli- 


Lion and Marality, as ſuggeſted by the Light 


of Reaſon, and more fully and clearly diſco- 
vered by ſupernatural Revelation, in the Sacred 

_ Writings; for theſe are not excluded in the 
Syſtem of the Go] pel, but /zppsſed and per fected 

- byit. But the Knowlege of theſe alone is not 
- ſufficient to reſtore a guilty World into the 
aivine Favours, and form them for a holy and 
happy Immortality: Otherwiſe the Religion 
A cf Fefus had been a Swuperfluity. If any of 
| the apoſtate Sons of Adam could obtain Righ- 
be,, by the Deeds of the Law of Nature, 

| nt then 


THR 


: 4.3 


Natural Religion ſhould be ſeaſmnably, but not princi- 15 


pally inſiſted on; 


then Chriſt is dead in vain: and if any of Gal. 2. 21. 


thera ſeek to be juſtified by this Law, Chriſt : 
is become of no Effect to them: they are fal- -—-5. 4. 
len from Grace, This is as true with Reſpect - | 
to the Law of Nature, as the Law of Mc/es, 
concerning which it is directly aſſerted : for 

the moral Law being a principal Part of the 


latter, the former muſt be included in it. 


We muſt therefore lead you farther than the 

Doctrines and Duties of Natural Religion and 

Morality, if we would conduct you to ever- 

laſting Life, and approve ourſelves Miniſt erm 
of the New Teſtament, and not Heathen Mora» 2Cor, 3.6. 
liſts.— Beſides; you do not equally need our 
Inſtructions upon theſe Points; for they are 

written upon your Hearts, and ſuggeſted to Rom. 22. 
you by your natural Reaſon ; ſo that you may 15. 
obtain a competent Knowledge of them with 

much more Eaſe and Readineſs. But the 

glorious Peculiarities of the Goſpel, are Mat- 

ters of pure ſupernatural Revelation; Matters 

which unaſſiſted Reaſan, in our preſent dege- 

nerate ſtate, could not ſo much as form any 

probable Conjectures about: nay, till divinely 
illuminated, it mz/takes them for .Fooli/hne/s 1Cor.1.18 


and Nonſenſe. Fleſh and Blood, and all the Mat. 1617. 


Powers of Nature cannot reveal theſe deep 1Cor2-10. 

Things of GOD. Hence the Goſpel is fo Mark 411. 

often called a My/tery; a Myſtery which Rom. 6. 25 

hath been hid from Ages and Generations ; Eph. 1. 9. 

a myſtic Wiſdom, which none of the Princes 914" 51 9: 

of this World knew. In this ſenſe are theſe 19. 
re Wl Words 


| 


_ 


—— On 


Col. 2. 2. Words to be underſtood as quoted by the 
—4. 3. Apoſtle, tho' often beautifully 


1 - 


i 16 - Becauſe our Reaſon helps fe the Knowledge of it, 


5 not of the Goſpel 


accommoda- 


Mat. 13. ted to another Purpoſe, „Eye hath nat 
« ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have enter. 
1Cor. 4. I. d ed into the Heart of Man, the Things 
Col.12.6. « wyþ;jch GOD hath prepared for them that 
1Cor. 2.7. « [oye Him.“ Hence you ſtand in need of 
much more frequent and clear Inſtructions 
in the ſupernatural Doctrines peculiar to 
Chriſtianity, than in thoſe of natural Religi- 


11. 


2, 9. 


17. 


on; as the Light of Nature conducts you in- 


to the Knowledge of the ane, but not of the 
other; and therefore we mult inſiſt princi · 
ally upon theſe evangelical Subjects. 


We muſt expoſe, in all its naked Deformi- 

ty and Horror, the Aniverſal Depravity of 
Mankind, and their Liableneſ to the divine 
Diſpleaſure. A Conviction 
to a ſelf-flattering World; but abfolutely ne- 
ceſſary to bring them to a fuitable ſenſe of 
their extreme Need of the mediatorial Scheme 
of Salvaiion ; without which they can never 
comply with it, They that conceit themſelves 
Nat. 9 12. well, will not make Application to a Phy/iciar. 
: Predigals muſt find themſelves ready to periſh, 
Luke 15 before they will think in earneſt of a Return 
The Redeemer's 
beneficent Deſign into this guilty World, 
was not to deal with Innocents, of which there 
are none among the Sons of Men; or with 
 felfrrighteous Creatures, and imaginary Per- 
fectieniſts; who, while ſuch, cannot poſſibly 


to their Father's Houſe. 


entertain Him in His mediatorial Character : 


„„ 2.7 


— —— K«k—— —— 


unacceptable 


but 


that as they are born of the Fleſh, they are 


| by the Diſ#bedience of Adam, their common 


Miniſters ſhould expoſe the Sin and Danger of Mankind. i 


but His Buſineſs is, to heal the broken-heart. Lukeg.18 | 
ed, to ſet at Liberty them that are bruiſed Iſa. 61.3. 


under the heavy Load of Guilt and Cor- Matt. 11. 


ruption; to comfort all that mourn in ingenu- 28. 
ous Repentance; and to give Re/? to tbe 


Weary and heavy laden. Theſe are the Cha · 


rafters. of ſuch as are the prepared immediate 
Objects of His Mediation; and ſuch alone 


will give him a ſuitable Reception as a Savi- 
our. But that general, ſuperficial Conviction 


that they are Sinners, which Conſcience for- 
ces upon the moſt of Mankind, and which 
hey often entertain and expreſs with ſerene 
Stupidity and trifling Levityy is not ſufficient 
to render them ſuch : it mult be a particular 
impreſſiue, N. Conviction. And 


to produce ſuch a Conviction, the Miniſters of 


Jeſus muſt flaſh upon the minds of a ſecure 


World the dilagreeable Evidences of their 


Guilt, their Corruption aud Danger. We muſt 
cry aloud, and not ſpare; we mult /ift up 
our Voices like a Trumpet, to ſhew Men their 
Tranſpreſſions and Sms — We mult alarm 
them with an impartial View of the /tate in 


Iſa. 28.1: 


which they now enter into the World ; that they 


were ſhapen in Iniguity, and conceived in ſin: p. 3 
but Fleſh; that is, (as the Term generally John 3. 8. 
ſignifies in the Language of the New Teſta- 
ment) degenerate and corrupt; and that in 
their Fleſh there dwelleth no good Thing : that 
they are all by Nature Children of IWrath ; as 


Rom, 7. : 
18 . 
Eph. 2.3 


Father and federal Reprſentative, they wy | F 
g — * 


18 


* 


{+ 


Mi iniſters ſhould expoſe Original Sin. 


Rom. 5. i judiciouſly conſtituted * Sinners ; ; and | 
18 FS his Offence Judgment came upon them all to 


Condemnation, —But we muſt eſpecially la- 


bour to convict them of their actual Sins, 2225 


the inherent habitual Vickedneſs of their Hearts. 
And this can admit of n reaſonable Debate; 
as Nothing but the groſſeſt Ignorance or Self. 
Battery can hinder their confeſſing Guilt. 
There we may eaſily put them upon the Rack 
of irreſiſtible Evidence, and extort a Confeſſi- 
on from the moſt Reſerved and Reluctant. 
A common Auditory may ſoon be bewildered 


and loſt in the Intricacies of the Controverſy 


about Original Sin; as the Sick may be eaſily 
puzzled to pe an Account how they contract- 

ed their Ditorder. But alas! that we are in 
Fact degenerate; that we are in fact indiſpoſ- 
ed; and even averſe to Holineſs, and prone 
to Evil, is as evident, as that there is fach a 
Diſeaſe as a Fever, or a Conſumption, inci- 
dent to the human Body. This is not an ab- 


ſtract Speculation, or a precarious Hypotheſis 
not founded upon Facts; but it is a Matter 


of Senſation and daily Experience, as really 


as any bodily Diſeaſe. Turn your Eyes in- 


ward, my Brethren, upon the natural Tem- 
per of your Hearts; turn them backward on 
your paſt life; look round you on the Conduct 
of the. World; ſure you muſt ſee the melan- 
cholly Symptoms of the univerſal Corruption 
of Mankind in their preſent Race. Corrupt 
you are in fact, however you became ſo: And 

[ 
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| Minds while carnal, or the natural Rel:ſh of 
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Fut more eſpecially actual Sin, 


* 


I would adviſe you, rather to exert yourſelves 
for the Reparation of your Nature, which now 
certainly lies in Ruins, than to be perplexing 


' yourſelves and others, and flinging injurious 


Kefleftions upon the Front GOD, upon the 
Aeccount of that C:x/titution, which was un- 


doubtedly ju/?, wiſe and good, by the Viola- 


tion of which this dreadful Conſequence has Kings 
followed: and do not, like Ahab, hate the 2 g 5 
Meſſengers of God, becauſe they prophecy © 
no Good, while you are in your natural 
State, but oniy Evil, If you would receive 
ſpiritual Benefit by our Miniſtry, ſuffer us 14. 48. 8 
honeſtly to tell you that you are juſtly called ES 
Tranſgreſſors from the Womb; that you are pf. 58. 3. 
eſtranged from God and Holineſs, from the . 

Womb, and went aſtray as ſoon as you were | 
born, ſpeaking Lies, or committing ſome other Gen. 6.5. 
Iniquity, as ſoon as you were capable of acting: 


that every Imagination of the Thoughts of ——9-21- 


your Heart has been only evil, and that con- 
tinually from your Youtb up: that while unre- 
generate, you are Haters f GOD : that your 7. 


Rom. 1. 30 


CA. 1.21. 
2 Pet. 3.8. 
Romi. 28. 
Job2 1.14. 


your Fleſh,* is Enmity againſt Him; and that 
you have ſhewn yourſelves His Enemies by 
wicked Works : that you are willingly igno- 
rant of Him; do not like to retain Him in 
your Knowledge ; but practically /ay unto the 


| Almighty, © Depart from us; we deſire nst 


the Knowledge of Thy IWays:” in ſhort, that 
there is none Righteous, no not one; there ts 
none that under/tandeth; there is none that 
| ſeckeih 

* 70 peo TY; THIS 


? 


0 Minijters ſhould preach the preceptive Part of the 


Pl. 14.2, ſceteth after CD: they are all gone out of | 
Kom. 3 10. the Way; thay are altogether become filthy and 


v. 11 18. unprofitable; there is none that doeth Good, no 
| 9. not one. there is no Fear of God before their 
S—59 Eyes. Thus we muſt prove, after the apoſto- 
| lic Example, that Fews and Gen tiles are all 
I9 under Sin; that every Mouth may be ſtopped, 
a_ all the World convicted as guilty before 
OD. | 
And for this End, we muſt preach the divine 
Lau; for by the Law is the Knowledge of Sin. 
| The Precepts of it muſt be repreſented in their 
3. 20. eternal Obligations, their Extent and Spiritual- 
zty, and cloſely applied to the Conſcience : for it 


* 


Rom. 7. is only by a cloſe Application of this eternal 


7, 14. Rule of Righteouſneſs, that Sinners can be con- 
vinced of their Aberrations from it, and eſpecially 

of the ſecret Luſtings of Sin in their Hearts 

We muſt alſo diſplay the penul Sanctiou of 

the Law, in all its Terrors, to alarm them 

with a ſenſe of their dreadful Danger, and 

—4. 15. the deſtructive Conſequences of their Breaches 
of the Precept: For the Law in this View 

worketh Wrath; i. e. a ſenſe of Divine 

| Wrath. Wemuſtring that ſhocking Peal of 
Gal 3.10. the Thunder of Sinai in their Ears, Curſed 

is every one that continueth not in all Things 
that are written in the Book of the Law to 


Rom. 1. o them. We mult reveal the Wrath of GOD © | 


18. from Heaven againſt all Unrighteouſneſs and 
- Ungodlineſs; and proclaim Trivulation and 
Wrath, Indignation and anguiſh againſt every 
—2.8,9. Soul of Man that doth Evil, We muſt point 
up to the thickening Clouds of divine Venge- 


ance y 


| 
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And its Penalty, to convince of Sin and Danger. 21 


ance, gathering over their Heads, ready to 


burſt upon them in Vollies of deſtructive 


Thunder; and point down to the Se 


Gulph below, yawning tremendous to ſw 


low them. 


And now we may ſuppoſe the Sinners in xc. 
Zion afraid; Fearfuineſs ſurprizes the Hy- 1. 33 10 
pocrites. Now the thoughtleſs Impenitent, 


who hitherto dreamed away his Life in carnal 


Security and deluſive Hopes, anxiouſly en- 
_ What ſpall I do to be ſaved? Now his 44. 2.37, 


opes and Fears are alarmed, and inſpire — 16. 30. 


him with Earneftneſs unknown before in his 
religious Endeavours. He forſakes his vicious 
Practices; he renounces the Society of Profli- 
gates and Triflers; he reads and hears with 
eager Attention and deep Solicitude ; he be- 
comes ſolemn and ſerious; and behold he 
prayeth! he exerts all his Vigour in earneſt 
ee for Mercy.—All this is his Duty; 
and it is only in the U/e of ſuch Means that he 
has any ground to expect the Divine Mercy. 

But {Zi/! there is Danger; a Danger of a dif- 
ferent Kind than formerly. Formerly he was 
in Danger of periſhing by the Negle# of the 

Duties of Religion ; but now by a proud Con- 


— a 


_ fidence in the Performance of them; and this 
is a more pernicious, becauſe a more plauſible 


Ground of Hope. While he goes about to 
eſtabliſh his un Righteouſneſs, he will net Rom. 10. 
Submit himſelf to the Righteouſneſs of GOD : 3* 


and tho? from this legal Principle, he may 
earneſtly follow after Righteouſneſs ; he ne- —0.31. 


ver 
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212 Theawakened Sinner in Danger of & elf-Rightcenfucſs. 


Rom. 10. ver can obtain it, becauſe he ſeeks it not by 
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Phil. 3. 9. 


Ila. 64.6. 


Faith, but as it were by the Deeds of the Law, 


St. Paul was ſo ſenſible how dangerous and 
plauſible a Miſtake this is, that he wrote two 
whele Epiſtles principally with a View to ex- 
pole it, viz. thoſe to the — and Gala- 


tian. * 


Therefore, in this Juncture, when the Sin- 
ner is congratulating himſelf upon his happy 
Reformation, and juſt ready to relapſe into 
Security, thro' a ſelf- flattering Preſumption of 
the Safety of his preſent Condition, the Mini- 


ſters of 7e/us muſt ſurprize him with unex- 


pected Alarms of his continued Danger. We 
mult purſue him with the Conviction of his 
utter Inability to relieve himſelf; and of the 
Inſufficiency of his beſt Endeavours to make 
Atonement for hisSin, to procure him aTitle to 


the heavenly Inheritance, to render him meet 


for it, or to purchaſe Divine Grace for theſe 
Purpoſes; and conſequently that he is not yet 


fate, till he obtain a ſpecial Intereſt in the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, by a genuine Com- 


pliance with the Terms of the Goſpel. He 
mult be informed, that he muſt win Chriſt, 
and be found in Him, not having his own 
Rightecuſneſs, but the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
alone; that for the Sake of this, he mutt 
count all Things but Leſs, his own Righteouj- 
neſſes as filthy Rags, and put no Confidence 
in the Fleſh, We muſt Jabour to bring 
diwn his haughty Heart to admit the morts- 
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Father but by him; that there is no Salvation 


ſubmit to Chriſt, or irrecoverably periſh, let us 


in the Medium of Goſpel Light. Let us preach 


ſt he convinced of its Inſufficiency, and breught to 23 
truſt in Chriſt's. 5 
mortifying Conviction, that he has deſtroyed Hoſ. 13.9. 
himſelf, and that in God alone is his Help; | 


that Jeſus is the only Hay into the Divine 
Favour, and that no Mar can come to the 


— % 


Joh.14.6. 


in any other; for there is no other Name un - AQ.4.12. 


der Heaven given among Men, whereby we 
muſt be ſaved; and conſequently; that all 
the ſelf-righteous Meaſures of 'the awakened 
Sinner to ſave himſef, are utterly vain—— 


Thus we muſt, according to the Apoſtle's 


emphatical expreſſion, Snur uin ve ts the 
Faith, as the only Methqd of Salvation, and 


leave him no other Refuge. 0. 3. 23% 


And when we have reduced him to this ap- 
y, dreadful Dilemma, that he muſt either 


exhibit the Almighty Redeemer full to his View, 


Remiſſion of Sins thro' His Name to Sinners | 
of the firſt Magnitude, to Sinners of Fer«/a- Luke 23. 
lem—Let us diſplay the infinite Dignity of His 47* 
Divinity, the perfect Innocence of His Huma- 

nity; and the compleat Sufficiency of the 0» 

bedience to the Precept and Penalty of the 

Law, yielded by an Iuuaxvzr, an incar- 

nate GOD, as the Surety of believing Peni- 
tents— Let us melt all their mournin 

Paſſions with the deep Tragedy of His Sut-+ 

ferings, and chear them by Turns with a 

View of their gracious Deſign. Let us 

exhibit Him to a wondering World ſtrug- 

gling thro' all the Difficulties of three and. 
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C hift SS ufferi gs muſt be preached "= 


thirty Year's Labour, Temptations, Poverty, 
Ignominy and Perſecution. Let us lead them 
trembling and aghaſt to Gethſemane, to ſur- 
vey the Man that is GOD's Fellow, ſolitary 
and ſad beneath the Gloom of Midnight, prol- 
: trate on the cold Ground, groanipg out the 
ardent, but ſubmifſrve Deprecations of His 

innocent, yet paf/ible Humanity; agonizing 

under the Burden that forced a preternatural 

Sweat of clotted Gore thro' all the Pores of 

lis facred Body: and all this He endured to 

anſwer the rigid Demands of Juſtice, to pro- 

pitiate an incenſed Deity, and heave the 

Mountain from a ſinking World.“ For 1515 


Zech. 13.7 


beneficent End, He patiently ſubmitted Him- 


ſelf a Victim to the confederate Rage of Earth 

and Hell. For this, He permitted a Crew of 

feeble Malignants to bind his a/mighty Hands, 

which could have commanded the Artillery 
Iſa. 53. 7. of Heaven to his Reſcue; and to lead 
Him l/ikea Lamb to the ſlaughter. For this 
He endured the Pain and Indignity of cruel 
NMockings, of the Scourge, of the crown of 
"Thorns, of Buffetting and Spitting. For this, 
His Hands, ſo often employed to extend 
Bleſſings to an ungrateful World; and His 
Feet, ſo ſwift to Beneficence, were torn and 
mangled with cruel Nails; and all His Frame 
racked upon the aceurſed Tree. For this, 
Hie ſuffered all the peculiar Tortures-of Cru- 
cifixion: and oh! for ths He felt the — 

| Fn, * 


* © Oh what a Groan was there! A Groan, not His. 
He ſeized gur dreadful Right; aur Load ſuſtain'd; 
And heav'd the Mountain from a guilty World. 

A thouſand Worlds / bonght, were bought 709 Dear.“ 
| is Night Thoughts, No. 4. 
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Inculcation of this, Sinners, even in our Age, 


' Their Severity and gracious Deſign; "0 


of his Father's Face; which, notwithſtanding * 

His #nvincible Patience till then, extorted 

from Him that loud, lamenting, expoſtulato- 

ry. Cry, which extinguiſhed the Sun, rent the 

Rocks, ſtruck the Earth with a Panic, and 

caft univerſal Nature into a trembling Con- Mat. 2). 
ſternation; My God ! my God ! Why haſt Thou 46. 
forſaken Me Jo this agonizing» Redeemer, | 

the great Anti-Type of the brazen Serpent, JoÞ-3-14 
hanging conſpicuous on the Croſs, we muſt | 
point ; that a dying World may look unto Ila. 45.22 
Him, and be ſaved. We muſt direct their 

Eyes to Him, lifted up from the Earth, as 

the reſiſtleſs Magnet to draw all Men to Him— John 12. 
The Meritorious Cauſe of His ſufferings mult 5*: 

alſo be particularly explained ; that WAS 10 | 
wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed mn. 33-5 G 
For our Iniquities; and that the Lord made 
the Iniguities of all His People to center upon 8 
Him; that He ſuffered the Curſe of the Law 55 335 
to redeem us from it; and was cut off, not 9 
for himſelf but for us: in ſhort, that he ſuffer- 

ed as our Surety, in eur Stead, to make Sa- 
tisſaction for our Sins. — By the frequent 


may be brought to mourn for Him as one | 
whom THEY have pierced; and inſtead of 2 as 
transferring all the Guilt of His Murder upon 


the eus, to turn Self Accuſers, and cry out, Gen 46 


We are very guilty concerning cur Saviour. 21. 
This will alſo help them to conceive of he 
Method in which they may obtain an Intereſi 
in the Merit of His Suffering, viz. . by legal 2cor 
Imputation. They may be made the Righte- 21. 
euſneſs of Cod in * in the ſame manner 

| 2 | 5 


* 10. 


that 


2 w ige to receive Penitents, - 


chat He was made Sin for them. And as their 
Guilt was charged to His Account, and He 
ſuffered for it, as tho' it had been His own, 
ſo His Righteouſneſs may be imputed to them, 
and they jultified and faved by it, as tho' it 
was their um. R 


| This naturally introduces the joyful Tid- 
Ifa. 32.21 ings, that GOD is reconcilable, that He is well 
pleaſed for His Righteouſneſs Sake, who hath 
Joh. 3. 16. magnified the Law and made it honourable : 
that now He can zlluſtrate His Juſtice, in 
juſtifying all that believe in Feſus : and there- 
fore that whoſoever believe in him, without 
Exception of the moſt abandoned Sinner, 
ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting Life— 
We muſt alſo repreſent the Willingneſs of 
the gracious Redeemer to receive” returnin 
Penitents. A ſenſe of Guilt is naturally tz- 
morous, and cafts the Preſumptuous and Con- 
-fident into trembling Diffidenec and Deſpon- 
dency. We muſt therefore encourage their 
Applications to Him by the Meekneſs and 
o Cor. 10. Gentlene 3 of Chri- and allay their anxious 
1. Fears with the gracious Aſſurance of His own 
Joh. 6. 37. Hleſſed Lips, that him that cometh unto Him, 
He will in no wiſe caſt eut, We muſt lay o- 
pen the Tenderneſs of His Heart, the fencing 
Ii2.6 3.15 of His Bowels, and His Mercies towards 
' them. And when they begin to bemoan 
themſelves, in penitent Strains, we muſt re- 
reſent Him as ecchoing back their Complaints 
in the tendereſt ſtrains of paternal affection; 
B not the mourning Penitent my Sen, my 
f e dear 


2 3 
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mou @ Righteouſneſs of their own. 


dear Son? Is he not @ pleaſant Child? for Jer.31.18. 
ſince I ſpake .againſt him, J do earne ? re- 
member him ſtall: therefore my Bowels are —--20 


troubled for him; I will ſurely have Mercy 
upon him, faith the Lord. The anxious Sin- 
ner, now under the Influence of a fei- 


righteous Spirit, muſt be relieved from his 
fruitleſs Toil, in working out a Righteouſneſs | 
cf his own, to ingratiate him with the Re- 


deemer ; and this endearing, evangelical Truth, 
the only Support of deſponding Souls in e- 
very Age, muſt be inculcated upon him, 


| That Chriſt does not expect that he. ſhould 


come to Him recommended with a Righte- 
euſneſi of his own, but is ready to receive 
him miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked 


the Goſpel, without Money and without Price, 
is the only Prerequiſite to obtain an Intereſt 
in Him, . 


© This willimmediately lead usto the delight- 


Ful Exerciſe of the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, 


in beſeeching Sinners, in Chriſt's ſtead, to be 


reconciled to GOD. This will naturally in- 
troduce the Inculcation of Faith in Chriſt, 
as the grand Condition of the Goſpel. This 


the Goſpel inſiſts upon above all other Things, 
as the Root of all living Religion; becauſe all 


the other Parts will naturally. grow from it. 


This was the principal Subject the Apoſtles * 
inſiſted upon, teſtifying to the Fews, and al- 
fo to the Greeks, Repentance towards GOD, 
and Faith tewards our Lerd Feſus "_ 


19. 


* 


Rev. 3. 11. 


and that a hearty Willingneſs to receive Him —22.17. 


Freely, as a Saviour, according to the terms of 


2 Cor. 5. 
19, 20. 


Actsi6. 3. 


Faith in Chriſt muſt be inculrared. 


This Anſwer was always Ready upon their 
Tongues, as the moſt pertinent to all En- 
quirers after Salvation, Helieve on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. And: 
to this their Commiſſion jed them; Go ye into 
all the World, and preach the Gofpel to every 
Creature; i. e. Declare to them, that he that 
belicveth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved: 
but he that believeth not, ſhall be damned 


Iis true, there might be ſome Pecu/iarities- 


in the Node and Deſign of preaching Faith in 


Gniſt, in the apeſtolic Age, which cannot be 
practiſed and intended in the /ame Lati- 
tude, in our Age and Country. The 7eus 
in general did not believe in Chriſt as the 
Meſſiah; and the unhappy Gentiles had no 


previous ' Anowledge of Him. It was there- 


fore neceſſary to demonſtrate His divine 
Mission at large, and to overcome their igno- 
rant Prejudices wich reſiſtleſs Evidence, that 
they might yield a rational Faith to it. And 
tho it may be expedient, even among us, to 
reaſon at Proper - Seaſons, upon this Funda- 
mental Article of the Chriſtian religion; eſ- 


Peeially fince the Crew of Deiſts have been 


curſed with fo much Succeſs in enſnaring 


Profelytes to their Syſtem of modern Heathen- 


iſm: yet, as it is generally profeſſed and ſpe- 
culatively believed in our Country, it is not 
neceflary to inſiſt as largely upon it now, as 
in the apoſtolic Age, when Infidelity was ſo 
generally avowed. But the general Profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity in fr Day, does not at all 
render it needleſs, to urge Men to believe in 


Chrift, in the principal Senſe of ſaving Faith. 


Faith 


' Becauſe a ſpeculative Faith is not ſufficient. 


Faith in Chriſt, as it was preached by. the 
Apoſtles, implied more than a ſpeculative Be- 
lief that Feſus was the Meſſiah: it implied a 
cordial ſubmiſſion to him, and a humble Truſt 
in him as the only Saviour, giving him 
that affectionate and dutiful Entertainment, 
which His Mediatorial Character demands 
from periſhing Sinners. This was the prin- 
cipal Idea included in Faith in Chriſt, e- 
ven there; and in this Senſe we muſt ſtill 
exhort Sinners to believe. For without this, 
their /peculative Belief of Chriſt's divine Miſſi- 
on, and the Truth of Chriſtianity, will be ſo 


far from /aving them, that it will but aggra- 
pate their Condemnation. And no Fact can 


be more notorious, than that Multitudes who 


' profeſs Chriſtianity, and yield a ſpeculative 


* A/Jent to this fundamental Article, are far 
from deferving the Character of true Believers, 
in its principal Senſe, and full Latitude, as 
-uſed in the Goſpel-+—Let us therefore ex- 
plain the Mature, and urge the Neceſſity of 
Faith: and let us exhauſt the rich Topics of 
Perſuaſion to this great evangelical Duty, 
which the Goſpel furniſhes us with; and ne- 
ver deſiſt from our Importunities, we 

Hd ave 


* Theſe Hints are intended to expoſe a ſtrange Notion of 
the learned an judicious Dr. //hitby, eſpouſed by ſome, bet 
it is abſurd and unaccountable ** that Miniſters in their Sermons 
ſhnuld be f5 zealous to exhirt Chriſtians (i. e. the Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity) t believe in Chriſt; and be ſo full of Metines 15 
perſuade them ſo to do.“ (See Whitby's Pref, to the Ep and 
to the Gal. )--- This is no proper Place to diſcuſs the Matter g 
otherwiſe this Form of Preaching might be proven proper e- 
wangelical and indeed neceſſary to bring Men to a genuine 
Compliance with the Goſpel. 
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The Nature and Neceſſity of Regeneration. 


have gained this important Point; for if we 
fail in this, all our Labours muſt be unſuc- 


_ ceſsful ; and whatever elfe we gain, is loſt. 


Thus from the Repreſentation of the ruin- 
Condition of Mankind in their fallen State, 
we naturally aſcend to open the glorious Method 
of recovery thro Chriſt, When we have 
preached Repentance \ towards 60D, by ex- 
poling the univerſal Corruption of the Unre- 
generate, and the horrid Deformity and 


deſtructive Conſequences of Sin; we proceed, 


. 3. 7; 


by natural Gradation, to preach Faith toward 
eur Lord Feſus Chriſt, | : 


And by an :equally natural and eaſy Gra- 
dation, we may proceed from expoling the 
preſent Degeneracy of human Nature, to 
ſhew the Nature and Neceſſity of a ſuper- 
natural Change of our innate corrupt Diſpo- 
ſations, as well as a Reformation of our Lives. 
This Change we ſtill dare to call Regeneration, 
or the New Birth, in ſpite of Contempt, 
while we are ſheltered by divine Authority : 
and if any of you cannot underſtand this Doc- 
trine, I am /erry for you; for all the Saints 
have learned it by Experience. Marvel not 
that I ſay unto You, Ye MUST be born again. 
You would have more Reaſon to wonder, if a- 
ny ſhould tell you, that this Change is needleſs; 
or (which is much the ſame) if they ſhould 
explain it away into a meer external Rite. 
That Creatures ſo corrupt, ſo deſtitute of a 


delightful Reliſh for the Exerciſes of Devoti- 
a ON 


Inferred from the Degeneraty of Mankind. 


on, and ſo enſlaved to imperuous Propenſities 


to Sin, ſhould be capable, without an entire 
Change of Heart, of reli/hing the refined Plea- 
ſures of Heaven, which conſiſt in the Perfection 


of Holineſs, and implacable Averſation and 


compleat Freedom from all Sin; this would be 


ſtrange Doctrine indeed; ſhocking to Common 


Senſe. This would beas ſtrange and abſurd, 


as if one ſhould take it in his Head to affirm, 
that a perſon /anguiſhing under a conſumptive 


Ines, is capable of the Labours and Fatigues 


of active Life; or that one whoſe Ta/te is 


entirely vitiated by ſickneſs, can reliſh the En- 
tertainments of a ſumptous Feaſt, without any 
Alteration in his Habit of Body. But it re- 
quires no laboured Demonſiration to Common 


Senſe, that our Di/affeftion to Holineſs mult 


be ſubdued, before we can enjoy a whole Hea- 
ven of Happineſs in the Perfection of it; and 
that our natural Love to Sin muſt be extin- 
guiſhed, and the ſtrongeſt Averſion to it en- 
med, before we can count it the higheſt Pri- 
viledge to be free from it; in ſhort, that our 
innate Diſpoſitions muſt be entirely changed, 
and made quite the Reverſe of what they are 
by Nature. No ſuperficial external Amend- 
ment is ſufficient for this; much leſs a meer 
outward Rite, which tho' of divine Appoint- 
ment, has not heart-changing Grace z/eparad/ly 
annext to it. It is therefore a/torz/h:ng, that 
the Nature of the Thing, our own Experi- 
ence and Obſervation, and the plain Deſcrip- 
tions of this Change in the Sacred Scriptures, 
bave not yet baniſhed the Fiction of Bapt:/- 
SY * mal 
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' Regeneration neceſſary 


mal Rogeneration from the Churches.“ But 
alas! it is hard to rectifie the miſtaken Neti- 
ons of Men about this important Point; and 
threefore Miniſters muſt frequently and largely 
inſiſt upon it. We muſt ſolemnly aflure 
our Hearers, that except they are born again 
Joh. 3. 3. of the Spirit, they cannot enter into the Ring- 
—5. dom of Heaven: that if any Man be in Chriſt, 
he is a new Creature; old Things are paſſed 


| 2 Cor. 5, away; and behold, all things are become new : 
17. that zu Chriſt Feſus neither Circumciſion a- 


| | vaileth 

* I freely own that ſome great and good Divines have affect- 
ed this Manner f Speaking, and contended that Regenerati- 
on in the Scripture Senſe, may be properly predicated con- 
cerning all that are baptized, whatever their moral Character 


be. But then they grant, under ther Terms, the Neceſſity 


of that Charge of Heart, which others chuſe to call Regene- 
ration. founded upon their Expoſition of John 3. 5. the one 
of Water; the other of the Spirit; and trankly confeſs the 


Inſufficiency of the former without the latter. When they 


thus explain themſelves, they cannot be charged with /al/e 
Doctrine, but only with an /npropriety in Language. And 
a very gro/s and enſnaring Impropriety, I humbly conceive, 
it is: for (as the candid and judicious Dr. Doddridge, a Fa- 
vourite of all Denominations, well obſerves) “ they who 


4 vigorouſly contend for this Manner of ſpeaking, (for after 
e all it is but a Diſpute about a Word) acknowledge expreſs- 


« ly, that a Man may be /aved without what they call Re- 
« generation. and that he may periſh with it. And tho? Perſons 
«« are taught to ſpeak of their State in Conſequence of Bap- 


« ti/m, in very high, and I fear, dangerous Terms; it evi- 


« dently appears, that many of whom they are uſed, are ſo 
« in a State of Salvation, as to be daily obnoxious to Dam- 


„ nation; fo the Children of God, as allo to be the Children 
the Devil; and ſo [nheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven, 


* as to be Children of Wrath, and on the Brinkof Hell. 
4 Serm. an Regen, page 18. | 5 
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4 4 * principal Part of Practical Religion. 33 


vaileth any Thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but 
the neu Creature; i. e, (as theſe Terms ge- 

nerally ſignifie in the apoſtolic Writings) 

a Conformity to the Rites and Externals of the 

Fewiſh or Chriſtian Religion, does not avail 

any Thing to Salvation, without ſuch an In- 

fuſion of new ſupernatural Diſpoſitions, as 

may not improperly be called a new Creation. 

We muſt flaſh upon reluctant. Minds the 
unwelcome Conviction, that fill they are 

thus renewed in the Spirit of their Minds, Eph. 4.28 
and endowed with gracious principles of Acti- 

on, their beſt works are not truly and formally 

good, and cannot procure the divine Accep- 

tance ; that while they are in the Fleſh, i. e. Rom. 1. 8. 30 
in their natural State, they cannot pleaſe Him : _ 
that we cannot walk in good Works, till we et 
are His Workmanſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus Eph. 2.10 
to them; that a new Heart muſt be given us, 
and a new Spirit put within us, before we Ezek 36. 
can keep the ſtatutes of God, and do them: 26. 
Or, in the memorable Words of the 13h 
Article of the Church of England, That 
« Works done before the Grace of Chriſt, 
« and the Inſpiration of His Spirit, are not 
« pleaſing to GOD; for as much as they do 
« not ſpring from Faith in Jeſus Chriſt: nci- 
« ther do they make Men meet to receive 
« Grace, And becauſe they are not done 
« as Gop hath commanded them to be done, 
« we doubt not but they have the Nature 
« of Sia. -The Graces of Chriſtianity, 
and even the refined Virtues of Morality will 
not grow and flouriſh in the unfriendly Soil 

| | G 2 of 
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34 Regeneration not in eur own Power ; 
of an wnregencrate Heart: and therefore we 


muſt inculcate x egeneratien as the Foundati- 
Nat. 12. on of all practical Religion: for the Tree muſt 


And it is becauſe this Method is not generally 
: taken to reform the World, that Vice flour:ſh- 
| es like a luxuriant Weed, and Religion with- 


ers like a tender Plant in an unnatural 
Soil. 


But this Rencvation of the whole Man is 

ſo difficult a Work, that it is entirely beyond 

the Power cf degenerate human Nature. 
We ſet Sinners upon a deſperate Attempt, 

when we urge them to creaſgbemſelves anew 

in their own ſtrength: dd however well 

pleaſed they may be with a e begotten Re- 

gion, and however much they may idolize 
the iVork of their cun Hands; it is far ſhort 


which will grew up and ripen into eternal 


— 5 
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Hely Spirit, as the great Fountain of divine 
Influences for the Reparation of their ruined 
Nature, We mult inform them, that the 
>Cor. 3.5. are net ſufficient cf themſelves to think any 
Joh. 15.5. Thing as of themſelves; but that their Suf- 
Phil. 1. 13 ficiency is cf GOD : that witheut Him they 
can do nothing; but that they can do all 
Joh: 3. 2 Things thro Chriſt ſſirengthening them: that 
$41, 1213. tobe birn again, is to be born of the Spirit ; 
and that when they become the Seng of GOD, 
they are tern net of Blocd, ner of the Will 
of the Fiſh, ner of the We cf Man, but of 
| 60D: 
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33. be made gocd, before the Fruit can be /5. 
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of that /upernatural, Heaven. born Religion, 


Glory. We mult therefore lead them to the 


But the Work of the Holy Spirit 


50D: that all the Graces of Chriſtianity muſt 
be wrought in them by divine Agency: that 
all the Proſpect of their Kepentzing in an evan- 
gelical Manner, depends upon the happy 


Peradventure that GOD will give them Ke- 1 Tim, 2. 


pentance; and all their Encouragement to 16. 
hope for it, reſults from Chriſt's being exalted 1. 

as a Prince and a Savicur to be (tow it : that E ** 3 5 
Faith alſo is the Gift of 60D, and not of them- = | 5 1 4 
ſelves; that it is of the Operation of Cod, pv : f 1 
and an illuſtrious Exploit of His exceeding on ns; 
great and mighty pewer ; that it is He that cir- Pcut. 30. 
cumciſes eur Hearts to love Him: and ſheds 6, 
abroad His Love in cur Hearts by the Holy Rom. p. 5. 
Gh:/t : that it is He that not only begins a 


good Work in us, but muſt perform it unto the ph), 1. 6. 


Day of Chriſt, if ever it be brought to Per- 
fection: In ſhort; that our only Eneourage- 
ment to work cut our Salvation is this, that :“ 


is GID who worketh in us beth to IWill and to 2. 12,12. 


Do; and that the werking cur Hearts into Fit- 
neſs for the heavenly Manſions, is a Work 
that becomes a Cod, and requires the Exertion 2Cor 5. 5. 
of His almighty Power. We mult therefore 
daily make the moſt importunate Applications 
to Him, for the Influence of His Spirit to 
' help our Infirmities, and to work all our works Rom 8.29 
in us. And He has given us Reaſon humbly IIa. 26. 12, 
to hope that our Importunities ſhall prevail; 
for thus the Blefied 7eſus condeſcends to 
reaſon from the Principle of paternal Affecti. * 
on ſtiil remaining in the human Breaſt, amid 
the Ruins of our Apoſtacy: Fa Sen ſhall 
ask Bread of any of you that is a Father, 
: | ETD ill 
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Sa Sermons muſt be adapted to 


Luke 11. will he give him a [tone 1 ye then, « be- 


11,—13. ing evil, know how to give goed Gifts unto 
Pour Children; how much more ſhall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit ta them 
that ask Him, | 5 


* 


the Goſpel in this Order and Connection, we 
may humbly expect, thro” the divine Bleſſing 
upon our Miniſtry, that ſome unt hinting Greg- 
8 tures will be made truly Religious, And then 
| Col. 2.7. our next Care mult be, to root and build them 
WT up in Chriſt, and eſtabliſh them in the Faith; 
i and to promote their Growth in Grace, and in 
2 Pet. 3. the Knowledge of aur Lord and Saviour 
18. Feſus Chriſt.— Here, J muſt paſs over the 
great Variety of proper Meaſures for this 
Purpoſe preſcribed in the Sacred Writings, 

and only hint at one or {wo Things. 


Let us adapt our Diſcourſes to the various 
IP Caſes of the Saints; as rejoicing in Hope of 
Rom.5.2. % Glory of GOD, or trembling and perplext 
| with Jealouſies and Fears: as growing in Grace, 


Pccays. Let us delineate what is generally 
diſtinguihed by the ivame of Experimental 
&cligion; and inſiſt much upon the var z9us 
Exerciſes of pious Souls. Let us not think” 
it beneath us, to endeavour to remove. their 
Scruples and reftifie their Miſtakes, however 
cauſeleſs and abſurd fone of them may be. 
The molt Learned and Rational among us 
ſtand in necd of the like Candeſcenſian from 

2 our 


By the Inculcation of the great Truths of 


or as lunguiſhing under Spiritual Relapſes and 
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dur divine Prophet, and thereſore we ſhouldnot — | 
diſdain to ſhew it to the weakeſt of His Diſ- 
ciples under our Tuition. Diſcourſes of this 
ſtrain may be deemed the Cant of Fanaticiſin, 
by Proud its and affected Rationaliſts; and 
we may be cenſured as miſtaking the Hh] 
of a melancholy Imagination for ſerious Gaſes 
of. Con/tience: but ſuch Diſcourles are moſt 
agreeable and uſeful to the Generality of ſin- 
cere Chri/tianz, who are tenderly exerciſed 
about divine Things: and the F-w who are 
ſo happy as to be raiſed above theſe little 
Scruples and Perpiexities of weaker Minds, 
by larger natural Capacities, and ſuperior De- 
grees of ſupernatural Illumination, will readi- 
ly pardon, or rather approve our Condeſcenſi- 


h.2r. 
on to the feeble Lambs of Chriſt's Flock. . 


Iſa, 40. 11. 


Finally; Let us urge them that have believed Tit. 3. 8, 
zn GOD, to be careful to maintain gnod Whrks, 11. 
Let us guard them againſt turning the Grace Jude v. 4. 
of GOD: into Laſciviouſneſs, and ſinning that Rom. 6. 1. 
Grace may abound. Let us teach them, that 
their being under Crace is ſo far from giving 
them Encouragement in Sin, that it is the 
ſtrongeſt Reaſon poſſible why it ſhould not 
have Dominion over them, Let us aſſure 
them, that the ſame Grace which bringeth -=<-- 14, 
Salvation to them, does alſo teach them to | 
deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and to Tit.2.12. 
live righteoufly, ſoberly and godly in the World, — - 13. 
And when we inculcate the Duties of R-/7g7- 

o and Morality, let us do it in an evangelical 
Manner, as Mini/ters of the New Te/tament, 
RD 8 and 
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by Believers muſt be urged to goed Works. 


and not as Heathen Moraliſts. Let us incul- 

cate them with a direct Reference to Jeſus, 

and the mediatorial Scheme, as the only Scarce 
of our ſtrength to perform them, and the only 
Ground of their Acceptance with GOD. 


This is a brief Summary of the Goſpel of 
the Grace of COD: And when we make ee 


Doctrines the principal Subjects of our Ser- 
mons, then we feſtiſie the Goſpel in ſuch a man- 
ner as tends to z!luſtrate the Grace of GOD.— 
Theſe humble Doctrines are indeed diſagreeable 
to the modern Taſte, and not very faſhionable 
in ſome Places. This Fooliſhneſs of Preaching 


is deemedthe Reverle of Enthuſraſm ; a ſordid 


Entertainment, at beſt fit but for the unpoli- 
ſhed Vulgar. Theſe glorious Peculiarities of 

the Religion of Jeſus, in their primitive ſim- 
plicity, are nauſcated; and languid Harangues 


upon moral Virtue, or ingenious Dzſſertations, 
or various Speculations, uſurp their Place. 


But theſe humble neglected Doctrines of the 
Cre will be found, in the Iſſue, the only 
ſucceſsful Expedzent to recover the apoſtate 
Sons of Men to real Holineſs, and the Favour 
of GOD: and after that the Wiſdom of the 
World with all its moſt vigorous and ingenious 
Efforts, has foiled in vain to reform Mankind, 
it pleaſes GOD by this Feoltſhneſs of Preaching 
to ſave them that believe, Theſe almighty 
Doctrines were the I capons with which the 
Apoſtles demolithed the /7rong Holds of Satan 
and brought the Nat:ons into a willing Cap- 
tivity to he Obedience of Chriſt, And thee 

| Doctrines 
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the Terrot of that apoſtolic Imprecation, re- 


* 1 * * 2 * 


Docbr huet withour the modern Refinements, 
or rather AduJterations, are ſtill crowned with 
Succeſt, and ſeated by the Holy Spirit as ge- 


nuinè and true, wherever they are preached 


in their Vigna Purity: And let us rather be 
counted Fools, for Chriſt's Sake, than affect to 1 Cor. 4. 
be in the Mode, by renouncing them. Let 18. 1 
peated with fuch dreadful Emphaſis, and ex - 
tended even to the miniſters of Heaven, de- 


ter us from ſo dangerous a Compliance with 


the depraved Taſte of the Age; Tho' we, or 

an Angel from heaven, preach any other Gof- Gal, 1. 8, 
pel unt you, than that which we have preach- 

ed unto you, let him be accurſed. As we ſaid —9. 
before, ſo ſay I now again, F any Man preach 

any other Goſpel unto You, than that which ye 

have received, let them be accurſed. Let baptiz- 


— Y 8 2 
o o 4 as 


Tie DrllWined wot Mr ear ts the Taſte of the Age. 5 


ed Fews among us, if they will, aſk a fl L : and 2 Cor. I 8 


modern Greeks, nauſeating the humble enter- 22. 
tainments of the Gofpel, /eek after Wiſdom : 

We will not humour their vitiated Taſte; we 

will preach Chriſt crucified, tho' to the one —--23, 
He ſhould be a /tumbling-Block, and to the T7 
other Foolifhneſs. And, Bleſſed be the Lord Rom. 9 
Cod of Sabbaoth, He has ſtill left us *. ſmall 29. 


Remnant under various Denominations, who Ila. 1 9. 


will reliſb this Entertainment; for to them 
that are effectually called, whether Jews cr 1 Cor. 1. 
Greeks, whether unlearned or learned, howe- 24+ 
ver different the prejudices of their Education 
have been, and however different their Senti- 
ments about the diſputable Circumiſtantils of 
Chriſtianity ; zo them univerſally, Chri/? is 
*he Power of GOD, and the Wiſdom of GOD. 
And it is in vain for conceited human Wil- 
H f dom 
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40 W Tet the only Means to reform the World. 
dom to affect to zmprove upon the Divine 
Conſtitution, or to erect another of its ow, 
as better adapted to the End; for the Fooli ſb- 


neſs of GOD, is wiſer than Men, and the 
1 Cor. i. a5 Weakneſs of GOD is ſtronger than Men. 


Having thus pointed out the principal Ma- 
terials of our public Diſcourſes; I beg your 
Patience a little longer under this Head, 
while I offer two or three Remarks upon the 
Manner in which we ſhould preach the Gof- 
pel of the Grace of GOD.——Now we ſhould 
preach.—with “particular Application; — 
6. with affedtionate Solemnity ;”"—and with 
=... . * a peaceable Spirit.” | 


1. Let us preach the great Doctrines of the 
Goſpel with © a particular Application” to 
our Hearers, according to their ſundry Caſes. 


The Goſpel cannot rationally operate upon 
the Minds of Men any other Way than by 
bringing them to the Knowledge of themſelves; 
and it is the great Deſign of the Miniſtry to 
give them this moſt /efu! Branch of Know- 
ledge. $ But they cannot diſcover it them- 
_ ſelves, and ſee it adapted to their Caſes in par- 
ticular. And conſequently, Miniſters ſhould 
adapt their Diſcourſes to their reſpective Caſes, 
and caſt them into ſuch a pungent, diſtinguiſh- 
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and ſeeing their particular Concern in them: 1 Cor. 4.1, 


forget that we are ſpeaking to them; and will 


ſonal Concern in the important Meſſages we 


miſcuous, undiſtinguiſhing Method of Preach- 


The Goſpel to be preached uith particular Applicats on, 41 


ing Form, as to lay their Hearers under a hap- 
py Neceſſity of applying them to themſelves, 


Miniſters are frequently called Stewards : 2. 
And we know it belongs to that Office, to Tit. 1-7- 
diſtribute to every one in the Family his pro- Luke 12. 
per Portion in due Seaſon. And if the Ste- 42 
wards of GOD's Houſe do not rightly di vide 

the Word of Truth, applying to all their Por- 
tion, according to their reſpective Characters, 
and ſeparating the Holy from the vile, they Jer is“. 
are Normen that need to be aſhamed, as the? 2 
Apoſtle more than intimates. When we ad- : . 
dreſs our Hearers promiſcuouſly, in abſtract, 
undiſtinguiſhing Harangues, they are apt to 
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hardly reflect upon their own particular, per- 


bring; which have an immediate Reference to 
every Irdividual, as much as if they were 
directed to a particular Perſon by Name. 
When we do not ſeaſonably intermingle in 
our Diſcourſes ſome clear, diſcriminating 
Marks, reſulting from the Subjects, whereby c 
our Hearers may examine themſelves whether 199 10 
they be in the Faith, and diſcover their real & 
Characters, they cannot apply the Word to 
themſelves, according to their reſpective Cha- 
racters: they cannot appropriate the Directi- 
ons, the Conſolations, or the Terrors, that 
belong to them as Saints or Sinners. This pro- 


ing is as abſurd and pernicious, as if a Steu- 
ard ſhould ſcatter various Proviſions, before 
es H 2 his 


13 That Men may ſee their particular Concern in it. 
his Domeſtics, and leave it to their Appetites 
what Entertainment to chuſe, without conſult- 
ing their Conſtitutions: Or as if a Phy/ici- 
an ſhould fling Medicines at random among his 
Patients, without informing them of the Nature 


af their various Diſeaſes, and directing them 


to make Applications accordingly. And when 
we characterize Saints and Sinners, let us not 
do it in a diſtant, abſtract Manner, ſpeaking 
of ſome Body in the World, in the third Perſon, 
as tho we were characterizing thoſe that are 
_ abſent, and not our Hearers preſent; other - 
wiſe they will hardly reflect that they belon 
to the Claſs either of Saints or Sinners; and 
ſo will not apply fo themſelves the Portion of 
either; for it is afteniſhing, and might ſeem 
incredible to ſuch as have not ſeen it unhap+ 
pily confirmed by Obſervation, how averſe 
Mankind generally are toapp/y the great Truths 
of the Goſpel to themſelves, and to hear them 
as intereſted Perſons; as Perſons that have the 
moſt intimate, important Concern in them. 
To remove this grand Obſtruction to the Suc- 
ceſs of our Miniſtrations, we muſt addreſs our- 
ſelves to our Hearers in the moſt pointed di/- 
tinguiſbing Form. Our Buſineſs, My Breth- 
ren, is with you, who hear us; and therefore 
do not expect that we ſhould amuſe you with 
the Character of ſome vague, indefinite In- 
dividuals, that may be /emewhere in the world: 


particular; and you are each of you perſonal 
ly concerned in them. In this pointed Form 


our great Maſter, and compleat example ma 
A 


Our Adreſles are directed to you, to you m 
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perſicial Obſerver cannot but ſee, who reads 
his Diſcourſes recorded by the Evangeliſts.“ 


and earneſtly urge our Hearers to examine 


their real Characters, and appropriate to them- 
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Chriſtians ; for tho a Perſuaſion of this would 


Au appb it in themſelves. 


wont to addreſs His Hearers; as even a ſu- 


Or if any are ſo impiouſly madeſt as to think 
this Mode of Addreſs in the inoffenſive Lamb 
of GOD up and irritating; or conceit“ 
themſelves 00 polzte to learn true Oratory from 
Him who formed the Tongue; let them at , og. 
leaſt condeſcend to learn it from Demoſthenes 4 
and Gicero, whole celebrated Orations owe 
much of their Liſe and Energy to this Cir- 
cumſtance, that they are direct, immediate 
and pointed Addreſſes to their Auditory, Let 
us exhibit the diſtinguiſbing Characters of 
Saints and Sinners, in the ſtrongeſt Light ; 
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themſelves by them; that they may diſcover 


ſelves the Conſolations or the Terrors that be- 
long to them reſpectively. And let not an 
extravagant Charity, which is but ignorant 
Credulity, miſlead us to think this Search 
needleſs, Let us not promiſcuouſly compliment 
them in greſs, as tho' they were all ſincere 
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be inexpreſſibly pleaſing to a benevolent 
| Heart 


* Many Inſtances of this might eaſily be given; but it 
may ſuffice here to refer the Reader to the following. 
Luke 6. 20. to the 27. and 13. 3. Mat 7. 9, 10, 11. and 
23-13. to the 33. In the ſame Manner did 7:4» the Boptiſt 
preach, Mat.3, 8,—10. And St, Paul. Act. 22. 7. 


Marks of Saints and Sinners muſ? be propoſed, 


2 The 


Heart, and enſe it from many an Agony; yet 

alas! - where is the ſelect Society, where the 

happy Congregation, concerning which the 

moſt generous Charity, under any ſpiritual 

or rational Limitations, can preſume, that 

2Cor. 11. they are all truly religious? Let us not fear 
2. to inſinuate, that we are jealous ober them 
al. 4. 11. with a godly jealouſy; and are afraid, leſt 
we have beſtowed Labour upon ſome of them 

in vain. It would indeed be imprudent for 

us publicly to particularize the Guilty or 
ſuſpected: that we muſt leave to the Conſcience, 

and muſt Charge that Lieutenant-Governour 

of the King of Heaven to be faithful in itsTruſt; 

and fix the Charge upon the Guilty, ſaying, 

28am. 12, like that hone/t Prophet to a mighty King, T how 
7. art the Man.“ But ve muſt furniſh Conſcience 
with Light to form a Judgment, by exhi- 

biting the general Characters, and expoſing 

the dreadful Doom of the Wicked; —of the 

wicked among Jur dear Hearers, as well as 
elſewhere. They may indeed rather affect 
If.20.10. Yoo Things; and this generous Inſtance of 
30. "the moſt faithful and diſintereſted Friendſbip 
may be returned with angry re/entments. But 

we mult not humour them to their Ruin; nor 

conſult our own Popularity more than Fi- 

TS as delity in the Diſcharge of our Office, and ac- 
os. quitting ourſelves from the Blood of all Men. 


7 


2. Let us preach the Goſpel with © pa- 
ti:etic Earneſtneſs and affettionate Solemnity.“ 


» This Particular is intimated. by the emphatical Word 
Fapapropzodc. which (as was obſerved in a former Note) im- 
plies a pathetic Solemiity of Addreſs, like that of Adjuration, 


The Goſpel ſhould be preached earneſtly and ſolemnly, 45 © 


To addreſs ourſelves to periſhing Immor- 
tals, on the very Brink of Eternity, in cold 


Blood; to lull our Hearers aſleep with languid 


Harangues upon Matters of everlaſting Con- 
ſequence and infinite Importance; Matters that 
might overwhelm them with their tremendous 
Weight, transform them into ſtatues of At- 
tention, and awaken all their moſt vigorous 


Paſſions : this is the moſt ſhocking Incongrui- 


ty in Nature: ths is inconſiſtent with the Ora- 
tor, the Chriſtian, and the Mini/ter of Feſus. 
This gives Umbrage for juſt ſiſpicion, that 


the Speaker himſelf has no ſuitable ſenſe of 


the dread Importance of the Things he is 
ſpeaking, upon his own Spirit; but amuſes 


himſelf and his Avditory, with them as tri- 
fling Levities: and how little Energy ſuch 


ſprritleſs Diſcourfes will have upon the Audi- 
tory, may eaſily be determined by ſuch as know 
any thing of human Nature. It is at /ea/t an 
Evidence that the Speaker uſes unnatural Vio- 
lence to ſuppreſs and conceal the genuine and 
vigorous W orkings of his Heart, under the In- 


fluence of ſuch Solemn and tender ſubjects; 


for /uch is the Conſtitution of human Nature, 
that we cannot but ſpeak in earneſt when we 
are in earneſt. A werm Heart, under the al- 
mightyEnergy of divine Things, will expreſs it- 
ſelf in the very eaſy Language of Nature, unleſs 


+ si vis me flere, dolendim ©? 
Primum ipſi tibi. —— — Hor. De Art. Poet. 
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46 Mid this 3s natural to a Heart du 
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them. 


it be laid under violent Reſtraints $: and de- 

vout Paſſions will adorn our Delivery with 

thoſe genuine Indications of affettionate Con- 

cern, which are ſo decent, ſo graceful in 

Chriſtian Orators ; which are the moſt power- 

ful Eloquence to our Hearers; and which Af- 

Feftation and Grimace ſtrive to counterfeit in 

vain. True Politeneſs can never require us to 
deviate from Nature, and put on the Maſque 

of ſo aukward an Hypocriſy, as to appear 
ſtupidly calm and di/paſſionate, when our 

Hearts are all on Fire. I am far from re- 

ok commending 


$ Omnis Motus Animi ſuum quendam a Natura habet Vultum, 
et Sonum, et Geſſum: totumgue Corpus Hominis, et ejus omnis 


VHultui, omneſgue Vaces, ut Nervi in Fidibus, ita ſonant, ut 


4 Motu Anim ſunt pulſce. Cic. De Orat. g 


I Here I am confident the Reader will pardon me if I 
borrow a few- Lines from that rich Treaſury of pious and 
majeſtic Sentiments, The Night-Theughts ; written by the 


celebrated Dr. Young ; as good a judge of Plitene/5 and the 


true Sublime, as moſt that have adorned the Eugliſb Nation. 


] hope I ſhall be forgiven alſo, if I take the Liberty of tran/- 


poſing a few Lines, to render the Quotation ſhorter; and 
altering two or three Words, to adapt to the Preacher what 
was originally applied to the Poet, 7 8 


«O ye cold-hearted frozen Formaliſts! 

Je Nuietil' in Homage to the Skies! 

Serene! of /5/} Addreſs — is my Diſcourſe | 

Too turbulent? too paſſionate? too warm? 

Are Paſſions, then, the Pangs of the Soul? 

Reaſon alone baptiz'd? alone ordain'd 

To touch Things ſacred? Oh for warmer till ! 

On Themes like theſe, 'tis 7:7p15vs to be calm; 

Paſſion is Reaſ.n; Trenſpirt Tenper, here. 5 
8 


ly affefted with 
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Tet a paſſionate Fury of Addrefs ſhould be avoided a7 


commending a wild fanatical Air, an irrati- 
onal paſſionate Fury, or the frantic Reveries 
of Enthuſiaſm : fheſe are extremely indecent 
and edious in the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
who are to perform a reaſonable Service, and 


to /peak the Words of Truth and Soberneſs: Rom. 1. 21. 


but I would humbly recommend a ſlemn and Ad. 26. 25. 
fervent Addreſs, animated with affectionate 
Zeal, and yet regulated with all the Decorum 
Reaſon preſcribes. Miniſters ſhould be burn- Joh. 5. : 5. 
ing as weil as ſhining Lights: they ſhould 
diffuſe among their Hearers the Light of 
Knowledge, and the Fire of Devotion o- 
gether ; like the Sun, which illuminates and 
warms at once, and not like the Stars in 
the Winter Nights, clear and cold; nor like 
Comets glowing hot, but confufed and eccen- 
#ric.” The Cod. like Solemnity and affecti- 
onate Earneſtneſs of Chriſt's Addreſs, was 
probably one principal Reaſon of that ho- 
nourable Confeſſion extorted from His very 
Enemies, Never Man ſpake like this Man.“ —. 7. 46 
On this Account alſo the Peep e were ſtruck 
with Aſtoniſhment at His Doctrine; for He 
taught them « as one having Authority, and not 
I with 


Shall Heaven which gave us Ardqur, and has ſhewn 

Her own for Man ſo ſtrongly, not diſdain 

What ſmooth Emollients in Thestgy, 

Recumbent Virtue's Jowny Doctors preach !— 

Devotion, when /ukeworm, is undevout ; 

But when it gers, its Heat is ſlruck from Heaven.“ 
Night 4. 
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48 Let us tmitate Chriſt and His Apoſtles, 


Mat. 7. 28 with the Langour and ſtupid Air of the 
29. cold-hearted, droning Scribes. In this that 
| » ardent Preacher St. Paul imitated his. Maſter : 
ſuch was the affectionate ' Earneſtneſs of his 
Delivery, that his Enemies ſeem to have taken 

Occaſion from it to inſinuate that he was 

2 Cor. 5. befides bimſelf, when under the vigorous 
13.14. Conſtraints of the Love of Chriſt. Under 
ſuch an awful Impreſſion of the Divine Pre- 


ſence, with ſuch tender Concern, and grace-, 


ful Solemnity, may we command the Attenti- 
1 Theſ2, of our Auditory, and ſolemnize their 
© Hearts! May we ſpeak not as pleaſing Men, 


| = 45 but GOD | May we ſpeak, not with enticing 
c , Words of Man's Wiſdom, not with pert thea- 


*l7 trical Levities, but as of Sinrerity, but as 
of GOD, inthe Sight of. GOD in Chriſt, with 
Demonſtraticn of the Spirit, and with Power ! 

——-4. 2. Let us, by a folemn Manifeſtation of the 

Truth, commend ourſelves to every Man's 

Conſcience, in the Sight of GOD, warning 

every Man, teaching every Man in all Wiſ- 

dorm, Nay we travel as in Birth, with 

Pangs of zealous Concern, till Chriſt be for- 

* med in our Hearers; and let our mouths 

be epercd unte them, and our Hearts be en- 

| larged. With all the Authority and Affecti— 
1 Thef. 2. onate Solicitude and tenderneſs of a Father 
11. towards his Children, may we ex hort, and 
comfort, and charge every one of them! Let 

our Hearts be ſoftned with fuch apo/tslic 

Phil.3.19, Tenderneſs, that we cannot mention the Ere- 

__ ones ef the Creſs of Chriſt without weeping ; 
| go 29. and that we may warn every one Aipht and 
od e | Day 


Col. 1.28. 
Gal. 4.19. 
2 Cor. 6 
. 
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Day with Tears! And, when we ſurvey 
impenitent Sinners, and denounce their diſ- 
mal Doom, may our Hearts melt thro? our 
Eyes, with ſomething of that compaſſionate 
Concern, which diſſolved the Heart of our 
gracious Lord, amid His only Triumph, and 


8 We ſhould not bring in per onal or party Conteſts. 49: 


Luke 19. 


the Heſanna's of the Multitudes, at the View —4, 42. 


of ungrateful Jeruſalem, the Den of thoſe 
ſavage Murderers, who He knew in a few 
Days would ſhed His ſacred Blood! Thus it 
becomes the great Truths of the Goſpel to 
be preached ; and when thus preached, they 
are moſt likely to make ſuitable Impreſſians 
upon the Minds of Men. FD | 


3. We ſhould preach the Goſpel of Peace 


with “a peaceable Spirit,” not cauſeleſly in- 
troduci ng perſonal or pariy Conteſts into our 
public Diſcourſes, nor intermingling our own 
angry Paſſions with thoſe Controverſies that 
are neceſſary for the Vindication of Divine 


Truths. 


It does not become the Servants of that 
Maſter who was called Beel-zebub, to be 
peeviſh and touchy under Calumny, and ex- 


. ceffrvely tender ot their Characters: and 


when /elf-vindication is a Duty, as ſometimes 
it is, the Pulpit, and the precious Hours ſacred 
to public Worſhip, are not a ſuitable Time 
and Place for the Purpoſe. We ſhould not 


Mat. 10. 
25: 


preach ourſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord; 20or 4-5 


2 never let ozr Honour interfere with 
1 9 | = : | | 


1 | We 
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EX, We With bigotted Zeal into our Sermons. e 


We ſhould alſo diſdain to proſtitute our 
noble Office to the ſordid Purpoſes of a Party. 
An Unifcrmity of Sentiments about the Cir- 
cumſtantials of Religion, which have been 
controverted by Men, perhaps equally valuable 
on bath ſides, cannot be expected in the pre- 
ſent imperfect State, however deſirable it be. 
Good Men will always be unanimous in thoſe 
Things in which the S#b/?ance of true Reli- 
gion conſiſts, without out warm Diſputes up- 
on them: but all our Controverſies and Argu- 
mentations upon extra-e/Jential, and leſſer 
Points, will never bring good and wiſe Men, 
and much leſs the unthinting Herd of Man- 
kind, to a perfect Agreement about them. 


Nom. 14. R Let every Man, eſpecially every Teacher of 


Mankind, be fully perſuaded in his ewn Mind, 


that his ew Conduct may be regulated in a 


ſteady, uniform Tenor: and he may, at pro- 


| xPet.3.15 per Seaſons, aſſign the Reaſons of his Perſua- 


ſion, with  Meckneſs, Fear and Moderation: 
but let him not bewilder the weak with doubte 


ful Diſputations, nor ſour the Minds of his 
| Hearers with little angry Debates about his 


Rom.14.1 


5 Ju de'v,3 Peculiars, inſtead of nouriſhing them with 


the great Truths of the Commen Salvation. 
What tho' he be right in his own Opinion? 
(as indeed, who is it that is not orthodox to 
himſelf? ) This will noi warrant him to fling 
the Fire-brands of Contention among his 
Hearers. Some that have been mi/taken in 
| theſe Circumſtantials, have conducted them- 


ſelves with ſo much Moderation and For- 
7 begrance, that they have done 1% Injury to 


the 


I warn KK . TW Seer 


4 & on 
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And angryPaſſions not to be mingled with Controverſies. 51. 


the Church, than others that have been rigid - 
ly right with their diſproportionate and iuto- 
lerant Zeal: and it may ſtand as a Maxim in 
the Chriſtian Church, That moperaTs axnD 
CANDID ERROR, IN EXTRA-ESSENTIALS, is 
NOT 80 PERNICIOUS, AS FURIOUS HIGH» 
FLYING ORTHoDoxY, Let us labour to gain 


Men to the Knowlege and Practice of genuine 


_ catholic Chriſtianity : be his the principal 


Object of our Zeal: for this End let us ex- 
hauſt our utmoſt Abilities: and we ſhall have 
neither time nor Inclination #o turn afrde to 
vain Jangling. The Deſign of our Office is 


not to propagate the Contagion of Brgetry, 
or to gain graceleſs Proſelytes to a Farty; 


bur to gather the People to the Divine SHILOH, 
and make them zruly g:od.—And it affords 


1Tim.1.6 


Gen. 49.. 


IO. 


us no ſmall Satisfaction, My Brethren, that 


you are our Witneſs, that in all our public 


Miniſtrations, and private Converſation a- 


mong you, we have acted upon this generous 


Principle, whatever Ignorance or Prejudice 
has inſinuated to the contrary. 


When the e//entzal and important Doctrines 
of the Goſpel are perverted or denied, then it 
is our Duty to contend, and that earneſtly, 
for the ſacred Depoſitum of the Faith once 


delivered to the Saints, and to hold faſt the 


Form of ſound Words againſt all the Artifices 
of the Enemies of Truth to wre/? it from us. 
In this Caſe, which, alas! too often happens, 
Controverſy is unavoidable, But even in this 


Judev.z. 


2 Tim, 1. 
31. 


Caſe, we mult /peak the Truth in Love; and 


temper 


41 


0 8 


4 = Finiſhing the „ Miniſtry api es Perſeverance. 
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am. 1. 20 temper our Zeal with Humanity and Compaſ- 
ſion : for the Wrath of man worketh not the 
Righteouſneſs of God. Scripture and Reaſon, 
and not Raillery and Paſſion, are the proper 
Weapons to fight the Cauſe of Trath; and we 
. mult not /peak wickedly and maliciouſly even 
Job 14.7, for God, nor talk deceitfully for Him. Let us 
TT Expoſe Error in its native infernal Colours, 
and treat it with the molt rigid Severity it de- 
ſerves: but the Per/ons that eſpouſe it, let 
us love as Men, and pity and pray for as 


the unhappy Advocates * ſo wretched a 
Cauſe. 


Thus, My Brethren, [ have ſhewn you,; as 
far as the Limits of this Diſcourſe would per- 
mit, the great Bu/me/s of the Goſpel Miniſtry, 
Teſtifying the Goſpel of the Grace of God; 
and it is by the Labours of ſuch as faithfully 
r purſue this Method, that you may expect to 
; be cdified. —'Tis not my Deſign, Sir,“ to 
| uſurp the Province of your Inſtructor; but 
1 humbly recommend theſe T hings to you, to 
be improven and matured by your own Con- 
templations. In this Method, My brother, I 
doubt not but you have honelily begun to 
teſtifie 


* Here the ende addreſſed himſelf immediately to Mr. 
Todi; and fo elſewhere when the Addreſs is directed to a 
particular Perſon; w hich the Reader may perceive without 
farther Intimation, tho' the Afaſircphe, without mentioning | 
the Perſon, is not ſo diſcoverable and graceful to Yin, as ta 
a H:arer and Spectator. 


ANCE in the faithful Dijcharge of the miniſ* 


Faint; but approve ourſelves as the Miniſters ——, 6. 4. 


$ Paul addreſs us, as he did Archippus, Take 


And cloſe Application to it. | 33 


teſtifie the Goſpel: but to begin well, is not e- 
* ——And hence I naturally proceed, 


II. To ſhew what is implied in Fixisn- 
ING ThE MixIS TRL.“ 


This implies two Things, —PERSEVER- 


terial Office, —and, A joyful and happy 
CONCLUSION of it in the er bent Hour of 
Death. | 


1. To finiſh the Miniſtry implies PERSE- 
VERANCE in the faithful Diſcharge Fit.“ 


It is not ſufficient to make a Fhuriſb upon 
our firſt Entrance on the public Stage; to 

aſh and blaze for a while, till we have ren- 
dered ourſelves pypular, and ſecured our own 
Intereſt; or to uſe extraordinary Diligence 
as an Artifice to obtain a Settlement. But 
we muſt CoxTixve fervent in Spirit, and 
never ceaſe to warn every one, at proper Occa- 
ſions, Night and Day with Tears. Our Work A g. 18 25 
is not the Buſineſs of a Day, but of our _ 1 
whole Life,and therefore we mult devote.our 
whole Life to it, and be ſtedfaſt and immove- 1 Cor. 15. 
able, abounding in the Work of the Lord. As 5g, 
we have received this Miniſtry, we muſt net 2Cor. 4. f. 
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ef GID by much Patience. & Dilpenſation 
of 60 is given undo us to fulfil the Word of 
60D: and methinks J hear the venerable St. 


Col. 1. 25. 
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feed ti the Mini/tr -y which thou haſt received — 4. 17. 
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54 And a happy Cloſe of our Work at Death. 


4 
. » ## the Lord, to rurrir it: never think thou 
haaſt done enough, till thou haſt compleatly 

3 finiſhed it. F We muſt be inſtant in ſeaſon - 
2 Tim. 4. and out of Seaſon. We muſt make the Mini- 
2. ſtry the Buſineſs of our Weeks, as well as of 

our Sabbaths; The Neglect of preparatory 
ſtudies is a more criminal Kind of ſloth in us, 
than the Neglect of their proper Buſineſs in 

F Men of ſecular Employments. An Emperor 

1 . of the World catching Flies, f or turning. all 

| bis Attention to a Fiddle,* is not ſo ſhocking IN 
a ſight, as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, abandon - | 
ing himſelf to an over-eager Purſuit of the 
IW:rid, diſſolved in Luxury, trifling in idle ; 
' Converſation, or waſting too large a Share of | 
his Time upon the /:{tle Deſicacies of polite 
Literature, when he ſhould be engaged in la- 1 
borious Studies after uſeful Knowledge to | 
communicate to his People, or wre/{ing with | 
60 in importunate Prayer for himſelf and || * 
Act. 20. 20 them, or teaching them publicly, or from 6 
He ue to Houſe We muſt not only continue 
our /t Leal and Diligence, and retain the 


Acquiſitions of our Education; but by inceſ- f 
ſant Application to ſtudy, a Courſe of ar- 
Prov. 4. dent devotion, we muſt make new improve- 
18, ments. Our path like that of the Juſt, muſt 


be as the /irning Light, that ſbineth more and 
more unto the perfect day, We mult grow 
| es > ah | in 
+ Thus he alſo addreſſes Timothy, Col. rm Haxonay mhrporopne 
& 2 Tim. 4. 5 Tho' ot. Tranſlation gives it ſomething 
of a different Turn; and he uſes a like Phraſe concerning his 
d Proprefs in the Miniſtry, Rom. 1 5. 19. A 728 
Eva yon —— | f 
＋ Demitian, | 
* Vero, 641h Roman Empercrs, 


- . 
A > rods at av oo. ca. Aw. 


= "Ant a ay ht of er er oth, 1 


5» Minifterie! as wel a8 Chriſtian Grace; and 
in the Carwledge of our Lem and Shoioar e- 
fius Chriſt: Let St. Pauls fatherly Shatge to 
his Son Timethy have Weight upon our Hearts. 
Neglett net the Gift that is in aer which was 


| giver 3 

N 

5 Hearers may | 
ver thy a greueng Proficiehey itt every 


mini ſſerial Qunalifieatſen; and thay thou art 
f not at 4 ſtand; of upon the Decline, like 2 
ö Perſom weary of his Office. Such improve 
ment may juſtly be expected, eſpecially from 
perſons not far advunteũ inTears. And no- 
thing but r e eee 
Time in rdle Viſits, trifling Gonver/ation, or 
exceſſive ſecular Cares, c * it. 


* rr bd 


2. Finiſhing the ntnifiry more eſpecially 
implies © a happy aid joyful Cleſe 1d Work 
in the — Hour Death. 


Miniſters are 'but Mortal; 3 brittle, cart ben 2Cor. 4.7. 
| Veſſels ; and the Prophets, do they Eve for e- Zech. 1.5. 
ver? If popular and uſeful Miniſters were 
continued Zmmortal from Age to Age, amid a 
dying World, they would at length beconie 
the Objects of ſuperſtitiaus Veneraticn, or a 
kind of Adoration; but God viſely . his 
. own Glory, as delivers Mankind fr rip . — 
this . 
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36 ©  Conſetoud of Faithfultſt in it. 


this Temptation to 7dolatry, by timebully re- 
moving them out of this Way. Now when 
Death advances them from their pious Toils 
below, to the happier Employments of the 
triumphant Church on High; then, and not 
till then, their miniſtry is friſhed. And when 
they expire under a Gleam of Heaven, and 

- review their paſt Conduct with a joyful con- 
ſeiouſneſs of Fidelity in the Diſcharge of their 
important Function, then they finiſh it with 
Joy. When this is their Rejoicing, even the 
Teſtimony of their Conſcience, that in Simpli- 


city and godly Sincerity, and not with fleſhly 


Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, they have 


2 Cor: 1. had their Converſation in the World, and more 
11. eſpecially towards. their reſpective Charges: 


then they may make an honourable Neſignation 
of their Office; and having finiſhed their 
Work, they may humbly expect the Reward. 


Then, ſerene and undaunted amid all the ghaſt- 


ly Terrors of Death, they may ſay, with 
ſomething of the Rapture of their bleſſed Re- 
John 17. deemer, © have glorified thee on Farth; 1 
4. have finiſhed the Work Thou gaveſt me to do: 
and now, O Father, I come to thee.” Then 


——-1 7. they may take a graceful Adieu of the World, 


and make not only a /afe, but a iriumphant 
Exit from the public Stage. Then, confident 
and placid, they may conſecrate their Death- 
bed for a Pulpit, and expend their expiring 
Breath in recommending that Feſus and that 
Religion, which were the familiar Subjects of 
their private Thoughts and public Diſcourſes 
in Liſe; and which they now find ſufficient to 


ſupport 


„„ 4 wi 0 0. oh 


' The Difficulties of the miniſterial Office; 5 | 


. ſupport them in their Ja/t. Extremity, and to 
= enable them to inſult the Tyrant Death, and 
. the all-conquering Grave : O Death ! where is 1 Cor. 15: 
* | thy Sting? O Grave! where is thy Victory? 55. 
My Brethren, what a glorious Prize is this! 
With what alluring Splendours does it gleam 
F upon us from afar, and animate us to break 
thro! all the Difficultzes attending the purſuit ! 
” | which are neither ferv nor ſmall/—And this 


, reminds me that I propoſed, K 
5 III. To point out © ThE PRINCIPAL Dirri- 4 
15 CULTIES,” which uſually attend the faith- 4 
g ful Diſcharge of tbe miniſterial Office. b 
: When we turn our Thoughts to this me 8 
: lancholy Subject, theſe Defficultzes crowd u- 18 
: en us on every Hand, and riſe up before us is 
ina a diſmal Succeſſion, They principally pro- 1 
: ceed from © the Difficulty of our Mort in it- 1 
\ | #f;” from“ the Averſien and Indiſpoſition bw. 
: of Mankind to the great Deſign and Tendeucy | | 
} of our Miniſtrations ;”—from © the Oppoſition 11 
| of theWorld,”—and of „“the infernal Powers;” 4 
—and (as we muſt honeſtly confeſs) from ig 
; & our own Infirmities.” | | 
1. There is no ſmall * Difficulty in the work | 
4 of the Miniſtry in itſelf.” jt 
Tis our Buſineſs to unfold the my/terzes „„ 

g of the Kingdom of Heaven, which ne 5 Pm 5 

g from the Wiſe. and Prudent; and to explain —- 13. 11. 

5 the deep Things of God : at once to familiari ze x Cor. 3. 


K 2 the 10, 


| deur, 
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the fublimeſt Truths to the meaneſt Capacities; 
and to R their native Dignity and Gran» 

t they may nat fall under the con- 
tempt of the Judicious and Delicate. It is 
our hard Talk to clear our Way, and eondutt 


our Hearers ſafe through the Intricacies of 


thorny Controverſy, with which the moſt im- 
portant Truths are now unhappily pe 
ed. We muſt as it were delineate the very 
Hearts of Men, that Saints and Sinners may 
know themſelves, We muſt aztzcipgte and 
zuard againſt their ObzedFzons, however unrea- 
ſonable and cauſeleſs; obviate and remove 
their cenfcientieus Scruples, however abſurd 


or trifling; and overcome their inveterate Pre- 


Judices and ſtubborn Infidelity, not with im- 
perious, dogmatical A//ertions, but with clear 
and ſolid Reaſoning, We muſt preſent divine 
Things to them in a pleaſing Variety of Forms, 


to adapt them to their various 7. aſtes and Ca- 


1 Cor. 9. 
22. 


acities; and thus, becoming all things to all 
en, weak to the Weak, and ſtrong to the 
ſtrong, we muſt try zy all Means te ſave ſome 


of every Character. We muſt ſhew ourſelves 


Matt. 13. 
52. l 


Acts 18. 
4. 


10. 
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Scribes well inſtructed unto the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and bring forth out of our Treaſure 
Things new and old ; that we may not cloy 
them with frl/ome Repetitions, It is our Cha- 
racter eſpecially to be mighty in the Scriptures; 
that precious inexhauſtible Mine, where we 
are to digg for Knowledge ; and whence we 


2 Cor. 6. are to make many rich. The Scriptures are 


ſufficient to make the Man of God perfect, 


bs Tim, 3e thor cughly furniſhed to every good work ; and 


rplex- 
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Which requires extenſive Abilities, 
great Accompliſhments are neceflary to 


rature, a ſuperficial Acquaintance with Divi- 


nity and experimental Religion, a ſtock of 


ufeleſs Pedantries, a volubility of Tongue, 


a Dexterity to amuſe the Populace with empty 
Harangues ; theſe are not ſufficient: and much 


tefs a Capacity to play the Plagzary in reading 


e Sermons of others as our own ; which is 


Neighbour, and ſtrutting Majeſty in borrowed 
Feathers. F But our Work requires an ex- 
tenſive Acquaintance with the various Bran- 
ches of human Learning, eſpecially theſe more 


immediately ſubſervient to the Study of Di- 


vinity, the Arts of Reaſoning and Perſua- 


ſion. The ſacred Oracles eſpecially mult be 
the Objects of our daily Contemplation and 


laborious Enquiry. We muſt alſo read Men, 
as well as Books, and obtain the Knowledge of 


human Nature: And it muſt be our daily 


Labour to maintain and obſerve the rigorous 
Exerciſes of Religion in our own Hearts ; that 


Experience, the beſt of Teachers, may aſſiſt 


+ 


3 


we are to uſe them for Dactrine, for Reproof, 2 Tim. 3. 
for Correction, and for Inſtruction in Righte- 16. 

_—_— whois ſufficient for theſe Things? 
What 


— 17. 


make us ready Scribes of the Law of the God Ezra 7. 6, 
of Heaven, and able Miniſters of the New Te- 12. 5 
ſtament? A little Smattering of human Lite- Cor. 3. 6. 


but ſtealing the Ward of the Lord from our jer. 23. 30 


us in our Applications to others; and that in 


our 


4J4— 57 forte faas repetitum venerit oltm 
Grex Aoium Plumas, moveat Cornicula Riſum 


Furtivis nudata Coloribus +»» Hor. Epiſt, Lib. I. Ep, 3. 


3 
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19. 


Difficulties from the Indiſdetn, 


5. own Hearts, as in a Mirrour, we may ſee 
various Caſes of other Chriſtians : for as in 
Water Face anſwereth to Face; ſo doth the heart 
ef Man to Man. For theſe Ends, we muſt be 


ardent and frequent at Devotion; and labori- 


Eccl. 12 
12. 


ous and unwearied in Study Night and Day. 
Our Minds ſhould be always upon the Rach 
of Thought, as far as our feeble Nature can 
bear it; and our Recreations ſhould be rare, 
and of the graver Sort; and ſuch as may in- 
termingle Improvement and Profit with Plea- 


ſure and Amuſement. $ Now we are admo- 


1tſhed by the wiſeſt of Men, who had ſuffici- 

ently made the Experiment, that much Study 
z5 a Wearaneſs. to the Fleſh. A ſedentary ſtudious 
Life exhaults the Spirits, nurſes Melancholy, 
and batters the Conſtitution; eſpecially when 
our painful Searches after Truth are inter- 
mingled with thoſe waſting Anxieties about 
the Succeſs of our Miniſtrations; which we 


cannot avoid, if we have it at Heart. And 


indeed this is the zmbittering Ingredient, that 
renders miniſterial Studies ſo painful; for it, 


muſt. be owned, that the moſt /aborious and. 


inceſſunt Enquiries after Knowledge are atten- 


_ ded with the moſt exquiſite Pleaſure to curious 


and refined Minds; when they entertain the 
agreeable Proſpect oi doing extenſive Service 
to Mankind by their Diſcoveries—But alas ! 


2. Mankind are ſtrangely © averſe and in- 
diſpoſed to receive and improve our Inſtructi- 
ens, and promote the Succeſs of our Labours, 
| What- 


Dre tilit Puuctum, qui miſcuit utile dulei Hor. de Art. Poet, 


( | 3 : 


Aud Averſion of Mankind to improve the Miniſzry. 


Whatever Purſuits Men are earne/tly en- 
gaged in, the Proſpect of Sycce/s is the ſtrong- 
eſt Inducement to rigorous Entleavours, and 
the moſt encouraging Support under all the 
_ Hardſhips and Fatigues that attend the Pur- 
ſuit : but Diſcouragement as to the Succeſs 
cannot but ener vate their Activity, and add a 
dead Weight to the Burden of their Labours. 
How diſcouraging then, how burdenſome, ho- 
heart - breaking muſt it be to theſe faithful Ser · 
vants of Chriſt, who have nothing ſo much at 
Heart as the Succeſs of their Miniſtry, #9 la- Iſa. 
bour in vain, and to ſpend their Strength for 
Nought and in vain! When they are very 1Kings19. 
Jealous for the Lord God of Hoſts, and exert 10. 
themſelves even to an Apony, in all proper 
Meaſures to reform a degenerate Age, and de- 
liver Sinners as Brands ſnatched out of the Ezek. 3. 2. 
Burning ; and yet find all this Labour of Love 
abortive and Fruitleſ with reſpect to the gene- 
rality; is it any Wonder they ſhould be forced 


at Times upon Elijah's haſty Prayer, © It is Ikings 19. 


enough, now, O Lord, take away my Life; for 4. 
Tam not better than my Fathers!“ How di- 
ſtreſſing is it, to uſe the moſi earne/t Fndea- 
vours for the Converſion of their dear Fellow- 
mortals; Endeavours that have the directeſt 
Tendency in their own Nature to obtain the 
End ; and'yet to be taught by I e Diſap- 
pointments, hardly to hope to ſucceed! To 
report the moſt important, and in the mean 
Time the moſt credible Things, which even 
GOD can reveal, or a finite mind conceive; 
and yet be driven ſo often upon {/azah's me- 
ks lancholy 


49.4 |} 


—— ͤ—.¹ô e“ 


Ifa. 53. 1. 


wa, 
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lancholy Complaint, Nie hath believed our 
Report? To declare the majeſtic Reulities 
of the eternal World, the infinite Importance 
of which overwhelms their 6wn Minds, to 


thougghtleſs Creatures, that hardly care a Straw 


for them! To ſpeak Things that might break 
Hearts of. Stone, and ſtrike the very inauimate 
Creation into 4 Conſternation, with as little 
Effect as if they had poured out in/japnificant 
Sounds into . Air! And, to aggravate 
their ſorrowful Diſappointments, to ſee the 
Miſſionaries of Hell ſucceſsfully propagate the 
Contagibn of Vice, and win Crowds of willing 


Proſelytes to Sin and Ruin; while their ge- 


nerous Efforts to proſelyte them to Virtue and 


| Piety, and conduct them to everlaſting Hap- 


1Cor. 3.6, 


I — ——ö 
= 


Iſa. 29.10 


pineſs, prove ſo. often hopeleſs and vain! A 
melancholy diſcouraging Employ ! and yet 


this is the Employ of the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel ; eſpecially. in ſuch a Time as this, 


when, inſtead of the Influences of Heaven to 


give the Increaſe, to what we plant and wa- 


ter, a Spirit of deep Sleep ſeems judicially 
poured out upon Multitudes —Senners are ut- 


terly averſe, and Saints in a lamentable De- 


gree indi/þofed to improve our Labours. 


Joh. 3. 19. 


As for unregenerate Sinners, the habitual 
Bent of their Souls is obſtinately ſet againſt 
the Succeſs of our Miniſtry. - They hate the 


Light, becauſe their Deeds are evil; and will 


not willingly come into it. They are averſe 
to thoſe alarming Diſcoveries of their Guilt 
and Danger, which we muſt force upon them. 

f Their 
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their eternal State, as if they ſat in Darkneſs 


They are obſßinately iniperſuaſible. 


Their inmoſt Souls are intimately united to 
thoſe darling Ls, which we muſt ſtrive to 


tear from them. They abhor that ſtrictneſs 
of evangelical Holineſi, which we muſt incul- 


cate upon them: and are obſtinately averſe . 


to that Method of Salvation, which it is the 


principal Buſineſs of our Miniltry to recom- 


mend and urge. They may like very well to 
have public Worſhip celebrated among them : 
but a hearty, univerſal Obedience to all the 
Demands we are to make upon them in the 
Name of GOD; a ready Compliance with all 
the Requirements of the Goſpel ; /i they 
cannot endure ; this is a hard Saying ; and 


they cannot bear it : And when this is cloſely 


urged upon them, they either neglect it, as a 
Matter in which they are not concerned ; or 


they murmur and fret, and grow impatient of 


ſuch importunate Perſuaſion. It Is aſtoniſhing, 
and Nothing but Matter of Fact could com- 
pel us to believe it, that Multitudes ſit for 
many Tears under the Glare of Goſpel-light ; 
and yet continue as ignorant of themſelves 
and divine Things, and as unconcerned about 
, 


and in the Shadow of Death. Should a Stran- 


Joh. 6. 60. 


Iſa. 9. 2 


ger to our World obſerve, on the one Hand, the 
Earneſtneſ5 of our Exhortations; and on the 


other, how little they prevail; it might tempt 
him to think that we were perſuading them to 
ſome horrendous Crime, ſhocking to human 


Nature: but in all our Addreſſes to them, 


we do but propoſe the moſt ſolid and exalted 
Happineſs through an immortal Duration, and 
4 | | 


exhort 


They are obſtinotely imperfualible 


exhort them to purſue it in the Way of Hoji- 


neſs; Horixzss, which is in itſelf the ee, 
en of their Nature; nay, I may add, tis that 
Attribute of the Deity which adds a ' peculiar 


Luſtxe to all his other Perfections: and yet 


Jer. 6. 10. 


Deut. 30. 
19 
Pro. 8. 36. 
2 Cor. 5. 
II. 


Jer. 22. 
29. 
John 12. 
32. 


alas! this Propoſal is the mo/? hopeleſs we can 
make to the World: this Exhortation, tho 
enforced with the /trongeſ? Reaſonings, nrged 
in the dread Name of COD, endeared with 

the Love of a dying Jeſus, and ſoftened wic 
the Tears of our own Compaſ/ion ; this Exhor- 
tation, with all theſe Recommendations, f is le 
prevalent than the ſlighteſt Call of temporal 
Intereſt or ſenſual Pleaſure, to purchaſe a 
Trifle at the Expence of an immortal 80½¼; 

veſs prevalent than the Importunities of a De- 
bauchee to ruſh to Ruin in the enchanting 
Paths of Sin. Lord! to whom ſhall we ſpeak, 
and give Warni ng, that they may hear ? Be- 
Hold, their Ear is uncircumciſed, and they 
Cannot hearken : behold, the Word of the Lord 
29 unto them a Keproach; they haue no Delight 
in it. When we ſet Death and. Life * — 
them, they ſeem to love, Death, and virtually 
make it their wretched Choice. When we 
would perſuade them by the Terrors of the 


Lord, we are frequently no more regarded, 


than if we addreſſed the irrational Creation, 
and cried with Jeremiah, .O Earth ! Earth. 
Earth] hear the Word of the Lord.“ We may 
exhibit a Saviour liſted up on the Croſs, to 
draw all Men to Him ; but alas! they do not 
feel the Attraction. We may uſe the moſt 
convittive Arguments, the * Perſuaſi- 
ons 


VTV 1900 


they urge the ſtrictneſs of univerſal Holineſs, 


ont, the moſt melting Expo/tulations, the 
ſweeteſt Promiſes, the moſt tremendous De- 
nunciationt of Wrath; and yet they can re- 


fiſt and break thro! all theſe, with greater 


Eaſe than they can conquer a trifling Temp- 
tation to Sin. They retaliate all 'theſe by 


cenſuring us as importunate Babblers; or at Acts 17. 
18. 


beſt by complimenting us with the Character 
of very good Preachers, that ſeem to be in 
Earneſt ; while they do not ſeriouſly reflect, 
that all this Earneſineſt is for their Sakes, and 


that they are #ntimately concerned in all the 


Meſſages we deliver — Some of them, to ex- 
cuſe their Neglect of the Goſpel by ſome plau- 


file Plea, with malignant Zeal labour to black- 
en the Character of its Miniſters, and watch Jer. 20. 14 
for their Halting : and if they do not find an- 2 


gelical Perfection in the whole of their Con- 


duct, they will catch with malicious Pleaſure 


at their involuntary and lamented Infirmities, 
and magnifie them into Crimes equal to their 
own, and propagate the Report of them with 


Chriſt are'enabled, thro' divine Grace, to con- 
duct themſelves unblameably, ſo as to deny 
their Enemies the Pleaſure of finding ſome 
plauſible Occaſion to expofe them ; then theſe 
Malignants, like their genuine Father, com- 


Scandals of their own Invention, with diaboli- 10 


cal Zeal. Tea, they will not ſcruple to put 
the moſt perverſe Conſtructions upon their moſt 
gerierous Deſigns and pious Endeavours. If 


and 


- 
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officious Induſtry. Nay, if the Miniſters of 


They would blucten the Characters of Miniſters, 6 


mence Accuſers of the Brethren, and ſpread N. 12. 


— 
— — — 


66 By Slanders, Mijrepreſentations and hard Cenſures. 
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and expoſe the favourite Vices of the Age 


 -with juſt Severity; they are cenſured as aim- 
ing to rob Men of their Pleaſures, and trans- 


2 Pet. 3. 


Aits17.6. 


form them into melancholy Preciſians. If 
they are holy themſelves above the common 
Kate, in all Manner of Converſation ; then it 
mult be ſuſpected as an hypocritical Artifice to 
gain the Applauſe of Men, and ſecure their 
un Intereſt, or a Bait to catch Proſelytes. 
If they conſcientiouſly icruple to conform to 
the eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhments ; and therefore 


geaceably endeavour to promote our common 


Chriſtianity, in a ſeparate Communion ; then 


they mult be cenſured as perverſely affecting 


Singularity, 1 Conſcience, when they 
are air only by Humour, turning the 
World upſide down, &6. &c. Nor will Conforms : 
ty ſhelter them from the uncharitable Cenſures 


of the World. If they can conform to the 


Gal. 4. 29. 


eſtabliſhed Church wit heut Scruple of Conſci- 
ence, and hone/tly labour to promote Religion 
in that Communion, they will ſtill ſuffer zherr 


ſhare of that Perſecution, which the Sens of 


Fleſh, in an uninterrupted Line of Succeſſion, 
will carry an againſt the Children of the Spirit; 
and their Conformity will be eaſily reſolved 
into mercenary and ſordid Motives, by the 
Prejudice and Bigetry of a cenſorious World| 
In ſhort ; we muſt be Confortniſis to the Ways 


/ the World, as well as to the e/tabliſhet 


Forms of Religion, before we can eſcape the 
Laſli of Calumny and Cenſure Thus the moſt 
benevolent and generous Office is the moſt 


thankleſs in the World. Thus the moſt gene- 


Fons 


. ” 6 ) 
—— — ay Ju. <a... > 


l / 4s. 


Saints are too much indiſpoſed to improve the Goſpel, H | 


reus and diſintereſted Actions are ſuſpected 


as the moſt /ordid and wicked. Tis to ſtretch 


the Charity of the Public on a Rack to ſup- 


poſe, that Men ſhould take ſo much Pains from 
a noble diſintereſted Zeal for the Good of o- 


thers. The Generality are ſo conſcious, that 
all their own Conduct is governed by merce- 


_ nary and ſelfiſh Principles, that they can hard- 
ly allow any that are capable of acting with 
| ſuperior Views. But let us learn of our gra- 


cious Lord, to love our Enemies, and not re- 
taliate their Ingratitude by neglecting their 
Souls. Let us very gladly ſpend and be ſpent 
even for theſe Ingrates, tho the more abun- 
dantly we love them, the leſs we ſhould be lov- 
ed It is no ſmall Relief under this unkind 


Treatment from the World, to find the prous - 
Feu giving kind Entertainment to our Meſs 


ſages: but alas! even with reſpect to them we 
_ mult obſerve, 


| That they are too often unhappily indiſpy/* 


ed to receive and improve our Labours. In 


their View indeed, the very Feet of them are 
beautiful, that preach the Goſpel of Peace, and 
bring glad Tidings of good Things: yet that 
lamented Imperfection, which attends all the 


religious Exerciſes of the preſent State, diſ- 


covers itſelf here alſo. They have not a ſuit- 


able Dexterity in improving the Word of God 


to their Advantage. They are ſtrangely un- 


ſkilful in applying it to themſelves. They 
the Conſolations we intend for 
them, thro' an exceſſive Zealoujic of themſelves; 


often reje 


and 


Mat. 5. 44 


200. 12. 
15. 


Rom. 16. 
7 


15. 28. 9, 


Aud impertialy apply it to themſelves. 
and they catch at the dreadful Portion we 


would diſtribute to the Wicked, and diſtreſs 


themſelves. with falſe Alarms and needleſs Ter- 
rors. Their Fears and Scruples are very fre- 


quently cauſeleff and abſurdʒ and our ſtrongeſt 


Keaſonings can no more allay them, than they 
can calm a Hurricane, They take up little 


Prejudices, and ſtumble at Straus; which 


prevents their Benefit by the Labours of their 


Miniſter. They ſometimes affect Entertain- 


ments that are net ſuitable for them; and they 
are offended, if we follow our «wn Judgment, 
and do not gratifie their depraved Taſte. 
Many of them have arrow Souls, of dull and 
/Iw Apprehenſions; and we muſt znculcate 
divine Truths upon. them with Repetiti;ns 
tireſome to ourſelves, and the more judicious 
Part of our Auditory, before they can tho- 
roughly un derſtand them. They muſt have 
Line upon Line; Line upon Line, Precept u- 
pon Precept ; Precept upon Precept ; as if they 
were juſt weaned from the Mk, and drawn 


o. from the Breaſts On theſe and the like Ac- 


counts, we meet with no /ma!l Difficulty even 


Phil. 4. 1. from thoſe who are cur Joy and Crown. But 


Me muſt meet with. ee Oppoſition from the 


iry. 


The Tr1wnGcs of the World engroſs the | 
Thoughts and Affections of Men, ſo that our 


Inſtructions can find 129 Room in their Hearts. 
When we have 1 * Seed of the Word in 


their 


Morld, in the . of our Mini- 


Lie Men and Things of the Werld oppoſe the Goſpel, 6 


EF 


their Hearts, they FL forth, and are choaked Luke 8. 
with the Cares, and Riches, and Pleaſures of 14. 


this Life, and bring forth no Fruits to Per- 


fectian. All that is in the World, the Luſt of 


the Fleſh, and the Luſt of the Eyes, and the 
Pride of Life, is perpetually in Arms againſt 


1 John 2. 
16. 3 


us. And tho' all the Concerns of this tranſi- 


tory State are comparatively but Vanities, 
Dreams and Shadsws ; yet alas! they make 
deeper Impreſſions on the Minds of our Hear- 
ers, than all our moſt ſtriking Repreſentations 
of the awful and majeſtic & calit ies of the eter- 
nal World. | 


The Mex of this Werld alſo conſpire, with 
infernal Zeal, to blaſt the Succeſs of our Mi- 
niſtry. They are wiſe to do Evil ; and with 


diabolical Dexterity, they invent a Variety of 


 Stratagems to confirm the Impenitent in Sin 
and Security, and to cauſe theſe to relapſe, 
whoſe Recovery by our Inſtrumentality, we 
were juſt ready to congratulate, When a 
deep religious Concern breaks out in a Family, 
or Congregation ; it will generally meet with 
ſome ſteady Opponent, who with alas! 700 
ther Succeſs, will labour to ſuppreſ5 it. — 

ow how hard is our Taſk, to be always 


ſwimming againſt the Stream ! to be carrying 


Jer. 4. 22. 


on a Deſign ſo contrary to the greateſt Part 


of the World! and to labour to build Tem- 
ples for the Holy Ghoſt, which every Paſſen- 
ger will attempt to demoliſh, leſt he ſhould be 
moleſted with the Preſence of the Divine Iu- 

| gabi: 


1 Cor. 6. 
no.” 


7 


1 Eph.6.12. 
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| And /o do the infernal Powers. 


habitant ! — But this is not all. We wreſtle 


not only againſt Fleſh and Blood, but 


4. © The infernal Powers” counteract our 


1 Pet. 5. 8. 


Matt. 73. 
19. 


Luke 22. 


53. 
Eph. 6.12. 


Z Col. 1. 13. 
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2 Cor. 11. 
1 
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Miniſtry, and hinder its Succeſs. 


Theſe devonring Lions are perpetually 
roaming this Wilderneſs in quelt of Prey : and 
it requires our utmoſt Vigilance to ſecure our 
feeble Flock from their Jaws. They ate ſtill 
ready to catch away the Seed of the Word. 
They preſent enſnaring Images to the Fancy, 


to allure Men to Sin: They torture the Me- 


luncholy with the Suggeſtions of horrendous 
Blaſphemies and deſperate Concluſions. They 
lull the Secure aſleep with deluſive Hopes ; 


and in a Word, ſtrengthen all the corrupt 


Propenſions of human Nature, already de- 


praved, and prone to Sin without their Inſti- 


gation. They are with great Propriety called 


Pewers ef Darkneſs; and they act in the 


Dark. Their Agency ts inviſible, and there- 
fore hard to be diſcovered : The Blow is 
imperceivable, till it fall; and therefore we 
cannot ward it off from our Hearers. Their 
Policy is deep and their Schemes d:ſguiſer. 
They at Times aſſume the Appearance of An- 


gels of Light; and lead our Flocks aſtray 
with plauſible, unſuſpected Devices: And it 


requires no ſmall Degree of ſpiritual Sagacity 
in us, to detect theſe Miles of the Devil, and 
ſound the Depths of Satan. We cannot be 
alvays preſent with our People, nor have im- 
mediate Acceſs to their Minds: but theſe ſub- 
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By diſeuiſed, plauſible and conſtant Temptations. . . 99 


raſs the Chtiſtian, and the Miniſter, with nu- 


— But all theſe are Difficultics from 1ithout: 
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til immaterial Intelligences, when permitted 
by divine Providence, can haunt them, tho 
inviſible, in- all their Ways, even in their cloſ- 
eſt Retirements, with inceſſant Temptations z 
and as it were penetrate their Minds by inſi- 
nuating, enſnaring Ideas. Wie are incapable, 
thro' the Frailty of human Nature, of perpe- 
tual Vigilance and uninterrupted Activity: but 
theſe active Spirits, after the inceſſant Labours 
of near / Thouſand Years, are as vigorous 
and unwearied as ever. They are now, as 


well as in the Days of 70h, going to and fro Job 1. 5. 


in the Earth, and walking up and down in it; 

perhaps vainly attempting to mitigate and a- 
muſe their ſullen Deſpair, as well as ſceking 1 pet. 5. 8. 
whom they may devour, and watching every 2 Cor. 2. 
Advantage againſt the Sons of Men; and they 11. 


may deſtroy, in our careleſs. and inactive In- 


tervals, what we have been painfully building 
in our {aboricus Hours — And are we, feeble 
Mortals, able to encounter theſe Prin-iparities Eph. 6. 12 
and Powers, theſ@gloomy Gods of this iorld? 2Cor.4.4. 
No; if the G9D of Heaven were not with us, Jer. 20. 
as a mighty terrible One; and if the Weapons 11. 

of our IVarfare wer” not mighty thre Him; 2 Cor.1o. 
We and our Flocks would ſoon fall a helpleſs , 

Prey to their Rage. 60 will indeed /h»rtly Rom. 16. 
cruſh Satan under the Feet of the feebleſt Saint; 20. 

and all His People ſhall be made more than —8. 35, 
Conquerors thro' the Blood of the Lamb. But Rey, 12. 
in the preſent State, he permits him to embar- JI. 


merous Difficulties in their reſpective Courſes. 
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pnall Expcrience of this: and then preaching 


7 The neee ons of Miniſter og thei Diffcus es, 


theſe may afford us Sorrow and Diſcoura e- 
ment z but no Room for Remorſe and guilty 
Self- reflection. How happy were we, 1 
all theſe Diſcouragements, if we could 

fectly acquit ourſelves ! But alas! the moſt 
melancholy Circumftance is yet behind; and 
our Hearts may break at the very T hought of 
it. It is no neu Diſcovery; itis the familiar 


| Burden of our own Spirits in our thoughtful 


Retirements ; and it damps our Hearts in our 
fublic Miniſtrations. Alas ! how ſhall I men- 


tion it! Or in what mournful Language ſhall 
J expreſs it! — It is this; | 


5. © Our own remaining Infirmities“ in- 
diſpoſe us for the Exerciſe of our Miniſtry 


with ſuitable Zeal, and afford us many | 


a ror ache in it. 

Oh! were cur own Spirits under the ten- 
dereſt, deepeſt Impreſſions of eternal Things ; 
were our own Hearts in a p@petual Glow with 
the Love of Chriſt ; were our Eſtimate of one 
immortal S equal to its real Value; were 
our Compaſſion for our dear periſhing Fellow- 
Sinners always ſuitably /oft and vigorous; with 
what reſiſtleſs Ardowr would we then addreſs 
you! with what paſſionate weeping Earneſi- 
neſs would we perſuade you! with what 4 


- genies of Zeal would we urge you! with what 


unwearied /potunity purſue you, till we 
had gained zur Point! We have at Times, 
thro' the immerited Mercy of Heaven, {ome 


the 
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And hinder their Succeſs. 


the Goſpel is quite another Thing than uſual 
to us: and I may leave you to judge, whe- 
ther the Difference be not very percervable 
even to you. How happy we, and how much 


would it be for your Advantage, if cur Mouth 


were always thus opened unto you, and our 
Hearts thus enlarged! But alas! we ſhare in 


the univerſal Degeneracy of human Nature; 


and Divine Grace has not as yet compleated 
our Recovery. How often do we feel Qualms 
of ſpiritual Indiſpoſition! and in the Seaſons 
of our greateſt Activity, we are even then 


enfeebled with remaining Imperfections. We 


often relapſe into Lukewarmneſ5 : and the ſa- 
cred Fire of Zeal, which ſhould flame from 
us in the Pulpit, and warm all around us in 
Converſation, too often lanvuiſhes : and our 
atmoſt Efforts, in theſe unhappy Hours, are 


but Faint, ſpiritleſs Eſſays. This we often ; 


accule ourſelves of, when the World is cenſur- 


ing us on a very different Account, and charging 


us with a Crime, of which we are unhappily 
innocent, viz. exceſſive Zeal and ſuperflucus 
Earneſtneſs. But we muſt not judge of the 


Degree of Zeal that becomes us, by what a 


ſecure Warld judges ſufficient ; otherwiſe we 


might commence mere lukewarm Laodiceans, Rev. 3. 17. 


like themſelves : But our Zeal ſhould be pro- 
portioned to the infinite Importance of the 
Things we ſpeak, and the alarming Circumſtan- 
ces of thoſe we addreſs. And oh! when ſhall 
the happy Moment come, when /uch a Zeal 


mall fire our Hearts, animate our Addreſſes 
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Miniſters need the Prayers of their Pe eple 


to you, and render us as watchful'over you, 
as your guardian Angels ! 


And now, My Brethren, do you not begin 


to think, that your poor Miniſters ſtand in 
need of your earneſt Prayers, to aſſiſt them in 


fo difficult a Work? They have not only the 
Private Chriſtian Courſe to run, as well as 


you; and ſome of you know by Experience 


that ever this is extremely difficult; but their 


public Station expoſes them to a great many 


difficulties peculiar to themſelves, They have 


Heb. 13, your Souls to take Care of, as well as their 


17. 
2 Cor. 2. 
16. 


zun; and are accountable for them to the 


Supreme Judge: Aud who is ſufficient for 


theſe Things ? 
Theſe, My Brother, are ſome of the Diffi- 
culties that attend that Office, to which you 


have devoted your Life. Theſe are ſome, and 
but ſome of the ner you may expect 


in the faithful Dz/churge of it in this Place; 


Fxod. 3. 
19, 13. 
Jer. 1. 6. 


the paſtoral Charge of which you are about 
publicly 'to undertake. Vea, perhaps ſeverer 
Trials than theſe are before you : perhaps 
Bonds and Impreſenments may await you ; and 
it may be put to Experiment, whether you 
count your Life dear unto yourſelf, when the 
Honour of your Maſter requires you to reſign 
it. No Wonder then, My Dear Brother, if 
like your Superiors, Moſes and Ferem:ah, you 


find your Heart az] within you, and all your 


Ardcur for the Salvation of Men; and indul- 


ging a ſecret Hiſh to be excuſed from fo dif- 


| ficul? 
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2 ficult: a Work, notwithſtanding your pious 
Ambition to be the Inſtrument of promotipg 
the beſt Intereſts of Mankind. Or if a Mee 1 Cor. . 
n ſity is laid upon you to preach the Goſpel, and 16. 
n f you maſt go upon the Embaſſy ; no Wonder, 
n if, with Ezekiel, you go in Bitterneſs, and in Exé. 3 14. 
Ie the Heat of your Spirit, Indeed, conſidering 
18 the Importance and 4 of the miniſte- 


© rial Office, and the awful and deep Senſe of it, 

Ir | which /ach retain upon their Hearts; it igreal- 
ly a Wonder to ſee a conſcientious faithful 

e Man undertake it. Were he not ThrusT “* 

F into it by the Lord of the Harveſt, his Appre- Luk. 10. 
- henſions of the York, and his Diffidence of his 2. 

own Abilities, would. cauſe him to ſhrink a- 


way from the Undertaking ; while hardy and 

| daring Mortals, inſenſible of its Weight and 

8 Difficulty, and ignorant of themſelves, might 

ruſh into it with thoughtleſs Preſumption, 
from lucrative or ambitious Views— But af- 

ter I have kept you ſo long under this zre- 
mendous Gloom, let me open to you a brighter 
Proſpect, which may animate you with n- 
daunted Reſolution and Chriſtian Bravery un- 
der all theſe Diſcouragements. Therefore, 
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* Thruſting, or urging, anſwers the Emphaſis of theoriginal 
Word naa, uſed by our Lord in this Caſe, (Luke 10. 2. 
Matth. 9. 38.) better than ſo faint a Word as /ening. And 
no doubt the original Word was deſignedly choſen to inti- 
mate the Reluctance of the Labourers to undertake the Work, 
and the reſiſtleſs Power with which Divine Pro vidence {w eetly 
_ conſtrains them to it. 
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The Solilog of a dying Miniſter. 


IV. I ſhall ſhew, that © the Foy reſulting 

at laſt” from the faithful Diſcharge of 

_  - the Miniſtry, is a ſufficient Encourage- 

ment to break thre' all the Difficulties. 
attending it. L | 


To illuſtrate this, I ſhall only preſent you 
with an Image of a faithſil Miniſter of Fefus, 
in his /a/t Moments, who has ſpent his Life, 
and exhauſted his Strength in the pious La- 
bours of his Office. Amid the Pangs of Death, 
his Conſcience is peaceful, without a Pang. 

He reviews his paſt Life with unutterable Sa- 
tisfaction, conſcious that amid all the na- 
vordable Imper fections of the preſent State, it 
was ſincerely devoted to his GOD, and the e- 
verlaſting Weal of Mankind. He dare lock up 
to GOD, with humble, joyful Confidence, as 
ſmiling propitious upon him in the laſt Extre- 
mity. He dare log forward to the awful 


World beyond the Grave, on the Threſhold 


of which he now ſtands, with unſhaken Cou- 
rage, and tranſporting Expectations. He can 
rejoice in Exiſtence, and triumph in his Im- 
mortality as an infinite Priviledge, in that ſo- 
lemn Period, when Multitudes are agonizing 
with eager fruitleſs Wiſhes that they could 


relapſe into their native Nething ; or that they 
had never been born. And now ſuch raptur- 


ous Thoughts as theſe crowd upon him in de- 
lightful Soliloguies; or perhaps break from his 
quivering Lips with all that reſiſtleſs Pathos, 
which the ſolemn Pcmp of Death can give. 


The toilſome Labours of this tranſitory Life 


are 


Upon a Review of bis Fidelity and Succeſs ; 77 


are now juſt come to a happy Cloſe, 7 have 2 Tim. 4. 
« fought a good Fight; 1 have finiſhed my 7. 

_*« Courſe. My Difficulties, my Sorrows are 

« over ; and ſhall never, never return. But 

« oh! the Joy, oh! the Tranſport, that now 

« ſprings ſrom the Review! I leave ſome be- Jud.v.23. 
« hind me, who by my Means were plucked Am.4 11. 
« as Fire-brands out of the Burning; and who 

« will ſupport the Cauſe of Religion in a de- 
generate World, when I am ſilent in the 

« Duſt. i am jult going to that bleſſed World, 

« -whither ſome of my ſpiritual Chilaren have 

taken their Flight before me, and are waiting 

« ready to congratulate my Arrival on the 

„ Coaſts of Light, and to crown my Head 

« with Bleſſings, as the happy Inſtrument in 

« the Divine Hand, of a glorious Immortality 
« to them. And as for thoſe unhappy Sinners, Iſai. 49% 
« with. regard to whom 7 have laboured in 2 Cor. 2. 
« vain, and been a Savcur of Death unto 16. 
« Death; I can now, when taking my la/t + 

„ Leave of them, call themſelves to witneſs, AR. 20 | 
c that I am clear of their Blood. I ſhall be a 26. 3 — 
« ſweet Savour unto Cod, even in them that 2 Cor. 2. 


4 periſh; and tho' they be not gathered, yet 14. 


« ſhall I be glorious in the Eyes of the Lord, Iii. 40. . 
2.1 Jn my God hall be my Strength, As yet. : . 
„indeed I am but Fleſb and Blood; and! ſtill 
« feel the tendereſt Compaſſion for them: but 
« a few Moments will free me from thoſe 
« painful Anxicties that attend this Compaſſi- 
« on: in a few Moments theſe painful Anxi- 
« eties will be fwallowed up in a delightful 
&* Acquieſcence in the Divine Will, hangs" 
| em 


Act 9. 16. 


Job. 17. 
24. 


2 Tim. 4. 
s 
2 Cor. 4. 
17. 


1 Pet. 1.3, 
1 Cor. 13. 
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len to that Puniſhment, of which 1 ofien 


warned them in vain. Bleſſed: JESUS! I 
would crown Thee with the Praiſes of my 
expiring Breath, and employ my Immorta- 


lity in adoring Thy Name, for condeſcend- 
ing to honour ſa mean, ſo unworthy a Crea- 


. ture to be the inſtrument of ſo much Ser- 


vice to my Fellow-mortals, and to /uffer ſo 


many Things for Thy Name's Sake. It was 
worth while, O my GOD! to come into 


Exiſtence; it was worth while to paſs thro? 
the longeſt Series of Labours, Calamities 


and Sorrows, which could attend my Sta- 
tion in this wretched Life, for ſo noble, fo 
divine a Purpole. And now, I come to 
Thee ; to be with Thee, where thou art; 
and to behold Thy Glory But here I am 
% ſivalloted up! Here I am dazzled with in- 
4 ſufferable Splendours! O the Brightneſs of 
the Crown of Righteouſneſs ; juſt about to 


be pat upon my Head! O the far more 


excceding and eternal Weight of Glory, now 
to ſucceed theſe light and momentary Af 
flietions! O the tranſporting Proſpect of 


couipleat, everlaſting Deliverance from Sin, 


the Burden, the Plague of my preſent Life! 

And (nat I now behold Thy Face without 
a Veil, O Thou Bleſſed Jesvs ! whom I 
have loved, whom [ have preached, unſcen? 
Shall I henceforth know even as {am known ? 
Shall] now leave the humble Services of Thy 
carthly Sanctuary, and join in the nobler 
Employments of the heavenly Armies, with 


7 bs with Activity like theirs? Shall all my 
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Which is Heſfici ent E ncduragment under D#fricultics. 
« pacities of Happineſs be #nlarged, and be 


e“ that a few Years ago was Nothing, and 


( day! Welcome, thou important Junttore ! 


Ghoſt ; and a Guard of Angels conduct his Luk. 16: 


os Std hi. * 


Jeſus Chriſt to encounter every Difficulty, 


| decay under our Labours and Sufferings; 11. 
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6 2 filled? Shall all my Faculties 
& of Operation be perfected, and employed 
« in Exerciſes, which are the Honour and 
« Delight of the Angelic Nature? And ſhall 
« Eternity, that ſolemn majeſtic Attribute, 
« Erernity ! be entailed upon a Worm, 


de perpetuate his Bliſs? Hail, delightful 


« Now 1 leave this infant ſtate of my Exiſ- ,cor, 13. 
« tence and put away childiſh Things; now —.. 1, 
ce I commence an adult Immortal. Nor do 

« I ſhudder to enter the gloomy Valley of 

« Death, while irradiated with Glimpſes of | 
« eternal Day. O Death ! where is thy ſting? — 15.55. 
O Grave! where is thy Victory? Father, | 
into thy hands I commend my Spirit'”— 46 
Here Death happily interrupts his rapturous foh. 10. 
ſtrains. He bows his Head, and gives up the zo. | 


23. 


Soul to Abraham's Boſom. 22: 


And now, My Brethren, is not ſo joyful, 
ſo triumphant an end, a ſufficient Encourages 
ment to animate the moſt ?#morozs Soldier o 


and patiently endure ali the Labours of the 
moſt painful ſtation in the Houſe of GOD ? 
Sure, if we may but thus finiſh our courſe 
with joy, none of theſe Things ſhould move 
55, nor ſhould we count our Lives dear unto 
ourſelves. Tho' our outward Man ſhould 


2 Cor. | 4. 


nay, tho we ſhould always be delivered unto —.—16. 
N Death 


— 


80% Obligations of the People towards their. Miniſter, 


Death for Feſus, ſake; yet we cannot faint 
and be Arad! if 12 laat not upon the 

- Things that are temporal ; but upon ye that 
are not 55. which are eternal; and if we 

| have a ſuitable reſpect to the recompence of 
Heb. 11. Reuar d. 8722 

27. 


* 


This, Sir, may animate you in particular 


under all the Burdens that now oppreſs your 


Heart. And for your farther Encourage- 
megnt, remember, this r N Joy is #6t 
Far off: A few Yearsat molt will iniſh your 
Courſe, and introduce your Joy, if you 
| continue faithful to your great Maſter. Your 
worſt Enemies cannot doom you to a wretch- 

ed Immortality upon Earth, nor to conſume 

an Eternity inthe Fatigues and Anxieties of 
your preſent Function. No, My Brether ; 
Rev. 2. 1e. le faithful unto death, which is kindly haſten- 
ning; and you ſhall receive a crown of Life : 


You ſhall be advanced to the eaſter, the 


ſweeter, the nobler Employments of the hea- 

- ,, „ deny Sanctuary, in company with thoſe 
Lia. 8. 18. piritual Children which the Lord hall give 
you in this Place; and we humbly hope that 

Pf. 87, 5. this and that Man ſhall be born here. 


Now, My Brethren of the Laity, muſt you 


not own that there are many Duties incum- 


bent upon you towards your Minſters, corre- 


pendent to theſe Duties and Difficulties off 


the miniſterial Office? Can you be ſo un- 

_ grateful, ſo ſtupid, ſo abſurd, as once to 

Imagine that they muſt devote their Life and 
all their Abilities to ſerve ye, and go wy 
| 8 


6 
| 
| 
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ſuch an oppreſſive ſeries of Labours for your 
Sakes; and yet that you are at Liberty to treat 
them uſt as you pleaſe ? That you are lau- 
leſs and unobliged to them, when they are 
under ſuch ſolemn Obligations to you? No, 
my Brethren; the Obligations are mutual: 
You owe Duties to them, exactly correſpar- 
dent to their Duties towards you; as the O- 
bligations of the parental Relation infer an- 


ſuerable Obligations on the Chi. We do 


indeed not only allow, but exhort you, and 
ſolemnly charge you, to reject us, and no 


more to treat us as Mini ſters of Chriſt, when 


upon your Part ceaſes, when we habitually 
viotate our Obligations to you. And we 
would not attempt to ſecure our Intereſt a- 
mong you, by keeping you ignorant of the 
Duties you may juſtly expect and demand 
of us, or by diminiſbing them in our own 


_ Fayeour ; and therefore I have this day plainly - 


and impartially informed you of the Duty of 
a Miniſter in the principal Branch of his office, 
Preaching the Geſpel: And I ſhall preſently, 
in the Form of the Hiſtallation, enumerate - 
the other Duties of his Function. But as long 


as we habitually behave in Character, and 


conſcientiouſly endeavour to perform theſe 
Duties towards you, tho' in weakneſs, and 
in Fear, and much Trembling; you are oblig- 


ed ſo to account of us as Miniſters of Chriſt, —--4. 1 


and Stewards of the Myſteries of GOD, and 
to entertain us and our Miniſtrations accord- 
ingly——And Jou in particular, who have cal- 
led this Servant of Chriſt to be your Paſtor, 
are under the following Gbligations to him. 
N 2 I, Yon 


Obligations of the People towards their Miniſter, 81 


ICor.2.3: 


% + To honour, eftcem endiove lim: 


; 1. N are obliged to honour, eſteem and 
| ve im.” | Wy 


Chriſt aſſpres you, that what is done unto 
Matt.25. the leaſt of his Brethren, He will account and 
40. retaliate as done unte Himſelf; and much 

more what is done to His Embaſſadors. Ac- 

10. 40, cordingly, He expreſly tells you, that they 

41. receive and hear His Meſſengers, receive 

John 13. and hear Him; and they who receive a Pro- 

20. phet, in the Name of a Prepbet, or upon 

Account of bis Office, all receive @ Pro- 

Luke 10. phet's reward: And on the other Hand, that 

16. they who deſpiſe His Meſſengers, deſpiſe Him; 

| yea, that the contempt reaches the eternal | 
Throne, and terminates upon the Father that 

ſent Bim. I therefore beſeech you, Brethren, 

1 Theſ.5. ta know him who labours among you, and is 

12, over you in the Lord, and admoniſhes you; 

— 13. and to eſteem him very highly in Love, for 

His Work's Sale. Obſerve, you are to love 

and eſteem him not meerly for his «w# Sake, 

but principally for his Work's Sake. You are 

2 Cor. 5. to honour him, not meerly as a Gentleman, 

20, but as an Ambaſſador for Chriſt, and your 

1 Cor. 4. ſpiritual Father. You are to receive him not 

15. meerly as a Neighbour or Friend, but as a 

Matt. 10. Prophet, i. e. as a Miniſter of GOD. And 

41. this implies. a proper Regard to all his 

Heb. 13. Miniſtrations, It is your duty to obey him 

47. as your Ruler in the Lord; to imitate him 

1Co. 11.7. as your Pattern, as far as he follows Chriſt: 

Prov. 10. to cover his Infirmities with a Mantle of Love, | 

12. as a. Man of like Paſſions with you ; and, in 

Acts 14. e 2 


F 
1 . 


N 7o receive the Goſpel and its Ordinances from him; 33 


/ ðͤ v E 7 


a Word, /o to account of him as a Miniſter Jam. 5.17 
of Chriſt. 1Cor.4.1. 


2. You are obliged to © receive the Word 
* Ordinances of the goſpel diſpenſed by 
im.“ | 

A Diſpenſation of the Goſpel is committed 1 Cor. 9. 
unts him; and he is commiſſioned to teach, 17. 
to baptize, and to celebrate the Lord's Supper: Mat. 28. 
And you have called him that he may diſ- 19. 
charge his Commiſſion among you. You are 
therefore to make Conſcience of attending on 3 
his Miniſtry at every Opportunity. You are 2 Tim. 4. 
to be inſtant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon in 2. 
hearing, as well as he in teaching, It is your 
Duty to ſeek the Law at his Mouth: and to Mal. 2.7, 
receive the Word of GOD from him, and that 
not as the Word of Men, but (as it is in Truth) 1 Theſ. 2. 


20. 


the Ward of GOD! You are to place your - 13 


ſelves as in the ſolemn Preſence of GOD, to Ads 10. 
hear all Things that are commanded him of 33. 
GOD. You are to receive his Inſtructions ; to 

obey his Admonitions and Reproofs; to conſult 

him in the Affairs of your ſouls, and ſeek his 
Advice; and that he may give it with 7udg- 

ment, and adapt it to your Caſes, you are to 

lay aſide an exceſſive Reſervedneſs, and open 


pour Caſes to him, as far as Prudence will 
admit. 


3. You are obliged to © ſubmit to the Ex- 
erciſe of eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline by him.” | 


vo | h. 8. 
The Kingdom of Chriſt is not of this World; 36 


and 


2 Cor. 1. 


24. 
1 Pet. 5. 3. 


1Cor. 14. 
33- 

Pl. 97. 1. 
— 2. 6. 
Iſa. 9. 7. 
Pl. 93. 5. 
Nat. 21. 


13. 


— It, 


1 Tim. 5. 
17. 


2 This 


To ſubmit to Church-Diſcipline, © 


and therefore none of His Officers ſhould 
claim or exerciſe any Government in His 


Church, which in the leaſt ſupercedes civil 


Authority, or interferes or coincides with it. 


Nor have they any Dominion over your Faith, 
nor a Right to /ord it over God's Heritage, 
and exerciſe a ſpiritual Tyranny over the Con- 
ſciences of Men, by their arbitrary Impoſiti- 


ons in matters of Faith or Practice. But 
notwithftanding this, the Church of the 62D 
&f Order is not a Chaos, a confufed, anarchi- - 
cal Society. The Lord Feſus reipns, let the 
Earth, let the Church rejoice, Feſus reigns. 
a medzatorial King upon His holy Hill of Zi. 
on, to order it, and to eſtabliſh it. Holineſs 
becomes His Houfe for ever; and He will not 


ſuffer it to be turned into a Den of Thieves. 


Ne has therefore inſtituted a ſpiritual Govern- 
mien in Nis Church, to be managed by proper 
Eph 4.8, Officers in His Name. When He aſcended 
up on High, — He gave ſome Paftors and 
Teachers, — for the Work of the Miniſtry," 
whoſe duty it 1s partly to rule well, and eſpe- 
e Weird and Doctrine. 
It is alſo probable, tho' it has been diſputed 
by good and great men, that He has appoint- 
ed another Set of Officers in His Church, who 
are not authorized to preach the Goſpel, and 
adminiſter the Sacraments ; but only to af/i/? 
His Miniſters in the Exerciſe of Diſcipline, as 


cially to labour in t 


the Repreſentatives of the People, choſen by 
them f. This Authority is given fer Edifica- 

wag e tion, 
would be a very unſuitable Place to diſcuſs ſo gif- 


ficult a Point as the Ju Dieizum, or Divine Talitzii2 of 
8 | | \,n 
mne 
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1 


Exerciſed ly the Miniſter and Ruling Elders; 


tion, and not for Deſtrudtion ; and was in- 2Cor. 10. 
tended not to irritate Offenders, and confirm 8. 
them in Impenitence : or ſhut them up under 

a Sentence of irrevocable Condemnation; but 

as a wholſome Severity to bring them to de- 
pentance; to purge the Church from the In- 1 Cor. 
fection, which might ſpread thro' it like Lea- 

ven; and to warn others, that all Iſrael may 


CF * 


— 


hear, and fear, and do no more any ſuch Mic. Deut. 13. 


kedneſ3. Our Church, My Brethren, is not 11. 
rhe Creature of the State; and it is our Hap- 
pineſs that we are not doomed to Fruitleſs 
Prayers for the Reſtoration of the godly Di/- 
cipline of the primitive Church; but can actu- 
ally exerciſe it. You are therefore to expect 
that 


the Office of Ruling Ellert. I hall therefore only hint at 
the principal Topics of Argument in iis Favour, The A- 
poſile diſtinguiſhes &/ders or Presbyters | vie i into 
two Claſſes ; the one, whoſe Province it is only to rule, or 


preſide, [ vtotco rec] the ner, who ate allo to /utrir in Il 


Word and Doctrine. (1 Tim. 5. 17.) And in his Enume- 
ration of eccleſiaſtical Offices, he mentions Governments, i. e. 


 Covernirs, as diſtinct from Teachers; (1 Cor, 12. 28.) an! 


intimates that theſe Offices were not always nized in the 


ſame perſons. (v. 29, 30.) ſo in Rom. 12. 7, 8. be mentions. 


him that ruleth, as diſtinct from him that teachcth and exh:r;- 
eth. From all which Presbyteriaus have inferred, I think with 
ſufficient Probability to warrant their Conduct, that /e ma 


be appointed to aſſiſt in ruling the Church, u are net qualife © 


nor authorized to «fficiate as Miniſters of :he Ciel. It is e- 
vident that Church · diſcipline is to be excrciſed by the Churc/ , 


and is not appropriated to the Aſixiſſer alone. (Matt, 19. 


17. 1 Cor. 5.4, 5, 13. 2 Cor. 2.6.) It muſt therefore be ex. 
erciſed either by the Church c://-d;vely taken, which will give 


Canes 


£ 


86 To purge the Church,and bring Offenders to Repentance, 


that your Miniſter in Conjunction with your 

. Elders will exerciſe it among you. TY 
1 Co.5.7. muſt purge away the old Leaven; they m 

L—-13. put away wicked Perſins, or ſcandalous Of- 


Tit.3.10. fenders from among you, and reject Heretics 


after proper Admonition; and not admit 
them to the Communion of the Church; till 


they give Evidences of Repentance and Refor- |} 


mation. Them that ſin publicly, they muſt 
1 Tim.5. rebuke before All, that others alſs may fear. 


20. If any of you therefore ſhould be fo un- 
happy, as to expoſe yourſelves by any 


Offence inconſiſtent with the Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, to the Admonitions and Cen- 
ſures of the Church, inflicted by your 
Miniſter, you are to /ubmit to them; and 
make thoſe open and ſincere Acknowledg- 

ments 


| equal Authority to the 1njudicious, yea, to Nomen and Chil- 


dren, (for they may be Church. members) with thoſe that are 


endowed with a Spirit of Government ; which is abſurd: or 
by the Church repreſentative, i. e.] by Perſons choſen and 
appointed by the People to afift the Miniſter in the Exerciſe 
of Diſcipline. — I ſhall only add, that ruling Elders may be 
very ſerviceable to the Miniſter as well as the People, by 
inſpecking their Conduct; which the Miniſter cannot poſſibly 
do, eſpecially in a large or ſcattere ! Congregation ; and by 
aſſiſting him with their Advice in Matters that may come 
before them. There ſeems therefore the /ame Rea/on for this 
- Inſtitution as for the Appointment of Elders for the Aſſiſtance 
of Miſes in a like Caſe. (Exod. 18. 18, 21, 22, 23, 25, 
26.) And we may conclude that what was fo expedient 19 
be inſtituted, was actually inſtituted. — This has been prac- 
tiſed by all Churches who follow the Presbyterian Plan in 
Scotland, Holland, Geneva, &c.——Afﬀter all, I muſt not boaſt 
a dogmatical Certainty, till fuller Evidence appear. 


yd an A tha a Gor mw ac co WW wo wa 


., ot A wu 1, ,3 a ban A ad Ad @ ws 


q -- Jr 0D. - » O.,". -'- 16 


Sp mat afeed thetr MiniPer « ſufpciog Meince: 37 hi 


ments of Repentance and Reformation, which 
the Nature of your Crime may demand. If 
you knew with what /orFowful Reludtance the 
Officers of the Church uſe the Rod of Diſcipline 
towards Offenders ; inſtead of reſenting their 
Conduct, you would heartily pity them, and 
ſeverely cenſare yourſelves, for impoſing ſo 
very diſagrecablè a Talk upon them. And 
what will ye? Shall they come unto you with i Cor. 4. 21: 
a Rod; or in Love, and in the Spirit of Meet- 
neſs ? This depends upon Your behaving ac- 
_ cording to the Goſpel ; and therefore, for 
your ow? ſakes as well as theirs, let this be 
Your conſtant Care. N 
4. You are under Obligations to con- 
Tribute a ſufficient © maintenancs' to 
B OS 700A. 2: 


A cobetous rapacious Diſpoſition in a .f. joh.18.36 


miſter of Jeſus, whoſe Kingdom is not of this It 
orld, is peculiarly 9 5 and odrous t 4 by 
nor are his People obliged to gratiſie his inſas 1 
tiable Greedineſs after riches, or to heap up- 1 
on him the ſuperfluous Luxuries of Life. But 4 | 


he has a Right to a competent Maintenance 
for himſelf and Family, from thoſe who en- 
Joy his Labours— This, I hope, I may fay 
on this Occaſion, without giving any Umbrage 
for Suſpicion ; ſince I am not ſpeaking in my 
tun behalf; and I can appeal to yourſelves 
that this is the firſt Time you have ever 
heard it from my Lips Miniſters are _ 
- SOIT, , O | | der 


N 
* 


un "a N * Men 
88 Becdiiſe the mim ſterial Oce engroſſes his Time and 
wy Thonghts. | | 


der the Obligations common to All, to provide 

5 or themſelves and their Houſhold ; and if they 
Tim. 1. 8. neglect it, they. have denied the Faith, and 
are warſe than Infidels-— They enerally ſuſ- 
rain the tender Names of Huſband and Father; 
and they are not Hardened againſt the affecti- 
onate Anxieties of, thoſe; Relations. Nature 

and Religion oblige. them to - educate their 
Children, and to raiſe them abovethe Hardſhips 
add Temptations of extreme Poverty : They 

are but Mortals; nay, they belong to a lan- 
guiſhing, dying, Fxaternity 4 who if they are 
 induſtricus and indefatigable in the labours 
of their Function, are not ſeldom immature- 
ly.prefſed into the gtave under the burden 
of, them... And 1 may appeal to fuch of you, 
as know any Thing of the Tenderneſs of 
parental or conjugal Affection, what acute 


the Extremitles.of emedileſi, abject Boyerty. . | 
alſo be Lovers of Hoſpitali- : 


LEE SE, 


Abilities are lacred 1 to GOD and His Church : 
and the Time and Strength which you employ 
3n temporal Purſuits, they are obliged to lay 
out in hard ſfudies for your Good, or in the _ 
Painful Labaurs of their Miniſtry in a more 
public Manner. And if you ſuffer them to 
Aiſturbed in their Preparations with diſ- 
tra ſecular Cares and Incumbrances, 
their Diſcourſes will unavoidably be indigeſted, 
ſhallow, and injudicious, and leſs adapted for 
Four Edification; and confequently the Dif- 
advantage in the Iſſue will fall upon e. 
ſelves—Belides ; 3 their Education, Studies 
and Empleyment have given their Minds ſuch 
.a Turn to other Things, that they are not ca. 
gable of managing their worldly Affäre with 
the /ame Dexterity with thoſe that have al- 
ways been habituated to them. Since then, 
My Brethren, for your Sakes they deny them- 
Leides the Advantage of ſecular Purſuits; it is 
highly reaſonable yu ſhould make a ſufficient 
, Provi on for them. Nay, this is a Matter of 
OS Wo natural Equity, So the Apoſtle 
Nated it. Who goeth a Warfare at any 
Time at his own Chatter ? Whoplauteth a Vine 
. yard, and eateth nat of the Fruit thereof ? 
Or who feedeth 4 Flock, and eateth not of the 
Mili of the Flock? Whence i it is evident, that 
.a Miniſter has 48 geod a Right to Maintenance 
From his People, as a Soldier to wages from 
his King, for whom he fights; or the Keeper 
of a Vineyard to eat of the Fruit of it; or a 
. Shepherd to the Mill of his Flock. And it 
they are denied this Right, they are more hard- 


v wu than Qxen, according to the Law of 
0 2 Moſes 


Natural Eguity a and the Law of Retaliation requires 18 85 | | 


| 


1 


| 


| 


£ 


{5 

| 

} 
& 
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#* 
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— 


1Cor. g. ꝙ, 


ud Cod Himſelf expreſly commands it 3G 


Moſes ; for there we have this Prohibition, 
Thou Halt not muzzle the Mouth of the Ox, 


— 10. 


1Coc. 7. 31. 


IT 
15. 


— 11 — 


which treadeth aut the Corn; which the Apoſtle 
informs us, was not given for the /ake of Ox- 


en, but to teach this Moral, which I am now 


inculcating. This is alſo a Miniſters Right ac- 


cording to the Law of Retaliation, or the Rule 


of Proportion; for zf we have ſown unto you 


ſpiritual Things, faith the Apoſtle, 7s it 4 | 


GREAT THING, (as ſome narrow Souts may 
a count it) if We reap y our ca At Things ? 


Nay, this duty you are obliged to perform 
by the Authority of GOD Himſelf; and 


therefore to inculcate it, is not to make an 
avaricious Demand r* you in our owr 


| Names, but to inſtru 
| — 1 3 6 | 


. 
* 


you in a matter you 


to the law of Meſes, they which miniſter 
about holy Things, . tive of the Things, of 


. the Temple; an | he 
ere partakers with the, Altar in the Offer- 
ings of the People: even /o (faith St Paul) 
: hath the Lord Himſelf ordained, that t 


* 


* 
®., 


they who wait at the Altar, 


who preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the 
Coſpel: and no wonder; for the Workman 
is worthy of his Meat; and the Labourer 
of his Reward. You are therefore, My 
Brethren, to look upon yourſelves as bound 
by Reaſon, by Gratitude, by natural equity 
and Jultice, and by the expreſs Authority 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, to make a com- 
petent Proviſion for your Miniſter of the 
good things of this life; that he may at- 


im. 4. fend upon the Lord without Diſtraction, and 


give himſelf wholly ta the great Work of the 
; . e 


The Conclufſon, 
Miniftry among you. And, in fo doing, you 
are not to think, that you are performing a 
Work of Supererogation, or a Matter of Ge- 
reroſity, or giving Alms to a Beggar; but 
that you are diſcharging a Duty binding upon 
your Conſcience towards him that labours a- 
mong you in the Lord, 55 


Finally; It is your Duty to exert yourſelves = 
to the utmoſt, in your reſpective ſpheres, ina/! 
proper Methods to promote the Succeſs of the 
Goſpel among you, and to lighten your Mini- 
ſter's Labours. — unanimous, as one man 
in this generous Enterprize: and in ſo doing 
vou may expect the Bleſſing of Heaven to reſt 
upon you, and render you a flouriſhing 
Church: and that when your Miniſter and 
you have joined a while in the imperfect 
Services of GOD's earthly Houſe, you ſhall 
meet around the Throne on High, and ſpend 
a happy Eternity together, in the divine/? In- 
frmacy, in the more exalted Services of the 
Temple of GOD in Heaven. Which may 
the Bleſſed GOD grant for Jeſus Sake. 
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AN 


enen the Form of INSTALLATION, &c. 


o U have, Dear Sir, at your. Ordinati: 
on, ſolemnly entered into Obligations to 
. diſcharge your Miniſtry faithfully towards the 
Church of GOD in general. But as you naw 
undertake the paſtoral Charge of this Congre- 


ou in particular; it is fit you ſhould pub- BW 


licly, with the moſt awful Solemnity, renew 

your Obligations, with ſuch circumſtantial 
Variations, as your Relation to a particular 
Charge requires. 


Therefore, 
Do You} publicly and folemrJy undertake the 


paſtoral Care of this Congregation, who have 


gig in preſenting a Call to you ? 


ou ſolemnly oromile, in the Preſence 
on 78885 


Angels and Men, as you will anſwer 
I at the hs. at ef Day of final Accounts, 

. that thro' the Aids of Divine Grace, you will 

performs towards them all the Duties belonging 
do your Character, as a Miniſter of the Goſpel ? 
Particularly— That you will be diligent and 
Aborious in Study, to furniſh your own mind 


with a rich 3 of Divine Knowledge, X | 


to 
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Woe © © Fe Promiſes of the Miniſters. 


; to communicate to your People? That you 
Acts 20. Will faithfully, ſolemnly and clearly declare 
27 to them the whole Counſel f God, and preach 
dme Goſpel in that Manner, which,you believe 
in your Conſgence will have the moſt effec- 
tual Tendency to the Salvation of your 
Hearers, and to advance the Honour of your 
heavenly Maſter ?—That you will take all o- 


E 


for their Edification; as examining them iti 
that catechetical Form, which you ſhall judge 


= 


beſt ſuited to their Capacities; making them 
miniſterial Viſits; as far as your ſtrength, and 
the Extent of your Congregation will allow, 


into the ſtate of their Souls, and their Regula- 
tions as to Family-Religion; and interming- 
ing ſolemn and inſtructive Reflections in 
your common Converſation with them? That 
vou will adminiſter the Sacraments of the 
New Teſtament, Baptiſm and the Lord's Sup- 

per, to proper Subjects, according to the Di- 
vine Inſtitution ?—That you will, in concert 
Wiocith the Ruling Elders of this Congregation, 
exerciſe the Diſcipline and Government, which 

the King of Zion has inſtituted in his Church? 
And that in all theſe Branches of your Office, 
pPou will make the Sacktd Scriptures your 
only infallible and ſupreme Rule, as they arc 
ſubſtantially explained in the We/tmin/ter Con- 
Fieſſion of Faith, Gatechiſms, Sum of ſaving 
; Anowledge, and Directory, which you adopted 
at your Ordination; and in the Articles of the 
Church of England, which you have — 6 


* 


- - ther proper Meaſures, publicly and privately, 


"It —20. to teach them from Houſe to Houſe, to enquire 


a 20 ll." A A 4 


a TT 


/ 


The Engagements on the Miniſter's Part. » 
ed ; excepting thoſe excepted in the AG ef 
Toleratien e | 


Do you ſolemnly promiſe, that in all your 
Behaviour and Converſation, you will con- 
duct yourſelf as a Chriſtian, and a Miniſter. 
of the Goſpel, in your perſonal, domeſtic . 
and public Capacity; and be a» Example to 


” 1 n k Bos» choad | g _ 
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Believers in Word, in Converſation, in Charity, 1 Tim. 4. 


in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity, that they may 12. 


follow you as a Follower of Chriſt? _ Cor. 11.1. 


[Mr. Todd at the Cloſe of each Pa- 
ragraph, publicly expreſſed his Conſent 
to theſe Obligations. 


And you, My Brethren of this Congrega- 
tion, who have prelented a Call to the Reva. 
Mr. John Todd, Do you now, of your own 

Choice, publicly and explicitly receive him as 
your Miniſter in the Lord, and acknowledge 
him as ſuch ? — In Token of your Conſent, 
you are deſired to hold up your right Hands. 


[This Signal was ; here given by the 
People. 1] | 


Do you ſolemnly promiſe before GOD, that 
thro' Divine Grace, you will perform towards 
him 


} That this Signal may not appear ſingular and unprect · | 
dented, I would obſerve, that when the Conſent of a Jarge 


Multitude is required, or any Thing propoſed to them 
determined by their Vote, it is neceſſary they ſhouly e 
1 


to be 
Preſs 
their | 
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? The Engagements on the People's Part, 
- him all thoſe Duties, which according to the 
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| ſacred Scriptures, are due to One of his Cha- + 
FA rater, while he behaves in Character? Parti- M 
* - cularly—that you will love and honour him? E 
that you will attend upon and receive the | 
NE 2 5 | Word, _ 
. ä by P 
their Conſent in ſome public, explicit Manner. To expreſs | 
it with the Voice, would cauſe ſuch confuſed Murmurings, or ; 
noiſy Exclamations, as would not cenſiſt with the grave and # 
ſtill Salemnity of public Worſhip ; and it would be difficult % 
in this Method, to diſtimguiſh'thoſe that con/ent from the $ 


Diſſentients... It has therefore been the Practice of Preſbyte- 
rians, aud ſundry other Denominations, to require the Pe 
People to expreſs their Conſent by the ſilent, ſignifying To- h 
ken of holding up the Hand And this Signal has been uſed |} , 

in public Elections by various Nations, particularly by the 
antient Greeks; as appears from the Words of their famous de 
Orator Demoſthenes : O Inuos rag twas yiowas vip! ewrrpie ö 


Toes '£xiporom 1,e, The Populace ſignified their Approbation of ah 
my Sentiments for the public Safety by ſtretching out their ; 
Hands. Nay, this was ſo uſual a Ceremony in public Elec- 4 


tions, that the Word xtporova did at length, like moſt 
other Metaphors, drop its #tera/ Signification, and was uſed x4 
to denote the Choice of Perſons to an Office, when the 
Choice was vet made by this Sign. Thus it is uſed with 
a Prepoſition, Acts 10, 41 © Him hath GOD raiſed up, I 
the third Day, and ſhewed Him openly, not to all the People, 


but unto Witneſſes choſen before [ 7poxe fer I of GOD'—, Ci 
But that which has moſt Weight in the preſent Caſe is, that - 
this Toten appears to have been uſed in eccleſiaſtical Electi- Pp 


ons in the Apeſtolic Age; which is a Precedent to be followed 7 
in all future Ages. The only Places where I can find the | 7 
Word x«prronu {imply uſed, are Acts 14: 23: and 2 Cor: 

8 19. The firſt is thus rendered by our Tranſlators, 

« [hon ther had ordained Elders in every Church, &c:” But, | 4 
| bierally tranſlated, it would read thus, Aud having 7 1 
5 : them 


5 S 


Er 


Word and Ordinances of GOD diſpenſed by 
him, and honeſtly endeavour to profit by his 


| Miniſtrations.?—that you will /ubmzt to the 


Exerciſe of eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline by him 
and your Repreſentatives ? — that you will 


provide for him a comfortable Maintenance of 


_ the 


them Presbyters by Lirrixd ur THE HAND, in every Church, 
&c.” for the original Word is xt#peromozvric,. And thus 
it plainly intimates, that thoſe Miniſters oc Presbyters (as 
they were called in that Age) to whom they committed the 

paſtoral Charge of particular Congregations or Churches, 
were firſt cheſen by the Suffrages of the People, ſignified by 


their lifting up, or ſtretching forth the Hand. For to allege, 


as ſome have done, that the original Word here ſignifies 0r9:4 
nation by the Impoſition of Hands, is to take it in an unprece- 
dented Senſe ; for the Impoſition of Hands, as far as I have 
obſerved, is always expreſſed by another Phraſe, viz. , 
r xupuv (See Acts 8. 18. and 9. 17. and 13. 3. 1 Tim. 4c 
14. 2 Tim. 1. 6. Heb. 6. 2.) In the other Place, (2 Cor. 
8. 19.) we read of one cho/en by the Churches by the /ift:ng 
up of the Hand, [| x#poromvuc}] to receive their Contribu- 
butions From hence we may infer, that this was the com- 
mon Niet had among them of ſignifying their public Conſent 
in like Caſes — And this is confirmed from the Practice of 


| the primitive Church, in the 3 firſt Centuries ; in which this 


Ceremony was commonly uſed in public eccleflaſtical Electi- 


eng. Thus Fabianus was elected Biſhop of Rome, when all 


the Brethren were met together to chuſe One by /ifiing up the, 
Hand. [-xuporonas "tre Euſeb, lib. 6. cap. 28. Thus alio 
Jenatius adviſed Poſycarp to convene his People to elect by 
lifting up the Hand [| x#poromea;} a Meſſenger into Syria 
Ep. ad Pol, And the Church of Philadelphia met to huſe 
a Meſſenger by this Sign [ Xeiporovn oaid1axovey ] to ſe 330 
Antioch. Ign. Ep. ad Philad. p. 40. I ſhall only add, that 


the Promifes of a People to a Miniſter on ſuch an Occaſton 
| T9 are 


| Srenfied by holding up the Hand, N he 9f . | | | 


51 The right Hand of Fellowſhip given to the Miniſter: 


the good Things of this Life? — And in 2 

Word, that you will unamiouſly exert your- 

' ſelves to lighten the Burden, and promote the 

Succeſs of his Labours among you ? — In 

Token of your OY theſe Obligations, 
you are deſired again to lift up your Hands. 


[This was here complyed with again by 
_ the People.] "CF | 8 0 


| And now let the Elders, as the Repreſenti« 

: tives of this Congregation, give Mr. Todd the 

Gal. 2. 9. right Hand of Fellowſhip, as a Token that you 
receive him as your Miniſter. 5 


[This was alſo complied with by the Elders J 
The 


are equivalent to an Oath, Now this Ceremony of Holding 
wp the Hand, is properly uſed to ſignify an Oath. Thus 
GD is repreſented as lifting up his Hand, when He ſwears. 
Deut. 34. 40. Ezek. 20, 5, 6, 15, 23, 28, 42. and 36. 7. 
und 47. 14. Thus A4braham expreſſes a ſolemn Oath he had 
taken, I have /ifted up my Hand unto the Lord, & c.“ 
Gen. 14. 22, And thus an Angel is repreſented (Rev. 10, 
- 5, 6.) as Ving up his Hand to Heaven, and ſwearing by 
Him that liveth for ever and ever — From all theſe Things | 
It appears, that this is a rational, ſcriptural and precedented 
Method of congregational Eledion, and entering into ſolemn 
Engagements on ſuch Occafions. | 
F The Joining of Hands has by Cuſtom become a ſignificant = 
| Sign among many Nations of civil Refped?, Reconciliation, 
2 Promi ſing or contracting, &c, And in various Churches, | 
particularly that of Scotland, this Ceremony is uſed at the | 
Ordination and Inſlallation of a Miniſter; at his Ordinaticn, 


2 


An Addreſs to the People, exhorting them. 


The happy Day, My Brethren, is now 

come, for which you have longed, for which 

you have prayed, with anxious Importunity ; 

the Day of the joyful Accomplithments of 

your eager Wiſhes, in the Settlement of a 

Miniſter of your own Election among you. 

And will you not highly prize, will you not 

zealouſly improve, the dz//ingurſhing Favour 

of Heaven to you? Dz/tinguiſhing, I may 

call it; for many Congregations under the 

Care of the ſame Preſbytery with you, have 

lain for many Years vacant, thro' the Scarcity 

of Miniſters; and they are ſtill crying for 

Bread, but there is no Man to break it unto Lam. 4. 

them. And will yow not bring forth more 4. 

Fruit, than that Part of the Lord's Vineyard, 

that lies uncultivated for Want of Labourers? 

Shall this be the Occaſion of more aggravated 

Condemnation to any of you, that Light is | 

come among you, and you love Darkneſs ra- John 3. 

ther than Light? Remember, Sirs, the Con- 19. 
ſequences 


by the Miniſlers, in Token of their receiving him into mini- 
ſterial Communion as a Member of the Presbytery; and at his 
Iuſtallation, by the Congregation, the paſtoral Charge of which 


he undertakes, as a Token of their receiving him as their 


Miniſler, and into a more intimate Communion with them. 


And it ſeems warranted by the Example of the Apoſtles, who 


ſignified their Approbation of the Doctrine of Pau/ and 
Barnabas, and their receiving them into Fellowſhip in the 


_ Apolileſhip, by giving them 1he right Hands of Fellowſhip, 


Gal. 2. 9. This Ceremony was uſed as a Toten of Agree- 
ment long before, both among the 7/raelites, 2 Kings 10. 15. 
and among the Heathens. Jer. 50. 15. Ezek. 71. 18. See 
allo Ezra 10. 19. 2 Cor. 7. 8. | 
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| N Ksberprove the Means of Grace 125 


tbh 2 Day's Tranſaction wilt be 
of infinite Importance, The 
plain; ip Goſpel, which you will hear 


from Tirftto Time from the Mouth of your 


Miniſter, will not be an Indi feręncy; but, 
like /trong Medicines, either refer you to 
Holineſs and Happineſs, or exaſperate your 
Diſeaſe, and ſharpen the Agonies of eternal 
Death. And what, My Brethren, if the com- 
miſſion of your Miniſter to ſome of you, 


ſhould appear by the Event to have been like 


that ſhocking one of 1/aiah, Go,— and make 
the Hearts of this People fat, and make their 
Ears heavy, and ſhut their Eyes: leſt they 


fee with their Eyes, and hear with their Ears, 
Anil underſtand with their Heart, and convert 


and be healed?” Your hearts melt, Horror 
chills your Blood, and your whole Frame 


ſhudders at the Terror of the Thought! And 


yet (alas how ſhall I expreſs it!) this will cer- 
tainly be the Doom of ſuch of you as trifle 
with the Means of Grace: And ſuch, in all 
Probability, will be found among yuu. You 
ſhould rejoice with trembling in the Settle- 
ment of a Miniſſer among you: for it is 
an awful, as wen a joyful Providence. You 
may tremble, leſt in his ſubordinate Sphere, 
he ſhould, like his Divine Maſter, be /et for the 
Fall, as well as for the Riſing again of many 
among you. | 


Therefore, adjure yourſelves by the living 
60D, to excrt yourſelves in the improving 
his Miniſtry. Sinners, now is the. accepted 

VV Time; 
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Time, now is the Day of Salvation, 20 New Cy cori 2098 
oR NEVSR”! BE this your alan -Mafto | 
from henceforth, Now it is fur wong 
you; now this Reaper is ſeh re and Joh.4.35. 
if you refuſe to be gat herb, Except to be 5 
burnt with the Stubble in unguenchable Fire. | ute 3.17 
Now the Kingdom of Heaven i; preached; 16. 16. 
Jet every Man preſs into it. Force your at, 11, 
Way into it with holy Violence and take it 12. 
with almighty Importunity. And Saints, now 
ye .. will have the Bread of Life frequently 
broken unto you. You. have a Paſtar, we jer. 3 
hope according to God's own Heart, to feed 
you with Knowledge and Underſtanding. 


"3 
gs 8 
14 
** 
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Therefore gr:w in grace and in the Knowledge _ _ 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. What pr 92,13. 
can rejoice your Miniſter more, than to ſee — 1g. 
you flouriſhing in the Courts of your Gon, 
and ſtill bringing forth Fruit, even when o- 
thers are barren and withering around you? 
Let your Prayers aſſiſt him in his Negoti- 
ations with you, and with the Ungodly, in 
the Name of Jeſus. 

Now, My Brethren, you want only the cor 36. 


Influences of the Spirit to carry on Religion 
among you: and indeed, even a Zealous 
Paul may plant, and an cloquent Apolios 
water in vain, if Gov, does not give the 
Increaſe. It is not by Power, nor by Mipht, 
but by the Spirit of the Lord of H:/ts, that 
Mountainous Difficulties can be levelled, and 
made eaſy; and a ſpiritual Temple crected 
and finiſhed among you, with triumphant 

e Shouts 


Zech. 4, 6. 
3 . 
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| top. 7 live conſiſtent with their Profeſſion as Diſſenters 3 
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Shouts 6f GRACE! GRACE! Therefore life 

up your Cries to the Gop of all Grace for the 
Influences of His Spirit. Here is the Mini- 
dier; here is the Geſpel; here are multitudes 
2 King 2. of periſhing immortals. But where is the 
14. Lord COD of Elijah? Where is He that can 
Ta. 63. put His Holy Spirit in them; and make His 


1. Mierd living and effeftual, + ſharper than a 


Heb. 4. 12. fwo-e4AHged Sword, as a Fire and a Hammer 
Jer.23-29. to melt and break rocky Hearts into contriti- 
Joh. 11.21 on?—Lord ! if thou be here, our Souls will 
Iſa. 64.1. not Die. And “ oh! that Thon wouldeſt rend 
the Heavens! that Thou wouldeſt come down ! 

| But alas! Tho% haſt hid Thy Face from us; 
Ton haſt conſumed us, becauſe of our ini- 

: quities: and therefore there is none that cal. 

| leib upon Thy Name, or that ſtirreth up 
——-7, himſelf to take hold of Thee.” Let us there- 
fore, My Brethren, ardently /cek the Lord, 

Hol. 10. fill He come, and rain Righteouſneſs upon 


11. _ Glory dwell in cur Land. 
Fou have generally forſaken the Eſtabliſbed 


Church, we hope not from a ſchiſmarical 


Spirit, and with no Hoſtile Diſpoſitions; but 
from a ſincere Deſire of attending ſtatedly on 
- ſuch Means, as you believe in your Canſcien- 
ces are better adapted to your Edification ; 
ſtill poſſeſſed with benevelent Wiſhes for the 
ſpiritual Proſperity of the church you left. 


And now, My Brethren, tho' ſome aifcover 


F Tram xa. Weovrg 


Lins. us ; till Truth ſpring out of the Earth; "till 
Pi. 85.9, Righteouſneſs loo down from Heaven, and 


%% 1 


1 2 r 


/ ey RAY 


no ſmall Malignity in their extravagant Ex- 
err of this Kind; yet, let me tell you, 
the World may juſtly expect a Conſiſtency and 
Uniformity in the Whole. of your Conduct. 


They may juſtiy expect, that you will be 


peculiarly holy #n all Manner of Converſation ; abet. 3. it 


and if you make no Conſcience of the impor- 


tant Duties of our common Chriſtianity, 
While you pretend conſcientious Scruples a- 
bout atending ſtatedly on the eſtabliſbed 


Forms of Religion, they may 7u/tly brand you 
as Hypocrites. For what is it but glarin 


Hypocriſy, when Men make a mighty Noiſe 
about purer Modes of Worſhip, while they 
wallow in the /mpurzty of Sin; or pretend 


to reliſh the Doctrines of Grace and experi- 


mental Religion, while they neglect the plain 


Dictates of Natural Religion and Morality 7 
What isit but bare-faced Hypocriſy, that one 
who makes no Conſcience of Prayer at all, 
ſhould pretend conſcientious Scruples againſt 
| praying by Form? Or in ſhort, that one void 

of Chriſtianity, ſhould ſet up as an Aduacate 


for Pre | 
true Preſbyterian without being a real Chriſ- 
of Courſe, by aſſuming the Preſbyterian De- 
Nomination? Therefore, my Brethren, be 
nobly ſingular in all hely Converſation and 
and cauſeleſs Familiarity with the 1rrel:gious\ 


DISSENT from the vicious Ways of the 
World, however faſhionable: and have no 


of 


To remember their Obligations to their Miniſter, 103 


ter ianiſin, as tho' he might be a 


tian; or muſt be a Chriſtian unauoidably and 


Godlineſ5. SErarATeE yourſelves from all Sin, 


COMMUNION with the unfruitful works Eph. 5113 


1204 N And te beware of perfidieuſly violating them. 


. bf Darkneſ5. Otherwiſe you can find no 
Refuge in any Denominaton under Heaven; 
but your Condemnation wil be aggravated in 
Proportion to the Purity of the Society to 
which you belong, and the Excellency of the 


* 


a: Means you enjoy. 


Remember the ſolemn Obligations you have 
8 into this Day towards your Miniſter, 


ven in common Caſes, you muſt not change, 


Pſ. 15. 4. #ho* you fwear 10 your own Hurt: But now 
ur Mouth unto the Lord, 


you have opened you. 
in a Matter of the moſt ſacred Importance, 
Judg. 11. and cannot go back. You have lifted up 
35. your Hands to the Lord, the moſt High GOD, 


Gen. 14. the Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, that you 
22, will perform towards your Miniſter, while 


he behaves in Character, all the Duties due to 
2 his ſacred Character, according to the Divine 


Oracles. And I call Heaven and Earth to 


Deut. 30. witneſs againſt you this Day, that if you vi- 
19. 55 thi ſolemn Obligations, you will walk 

the Earth under the heavy Guilt of Perjury 
and broken Vows; and in Caſe of final Im- 


penitenge, will at length deſcend into the 
Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever, under the 


- intolerable Curſe of GOD Almighty, as Co- 
Jud. v. 13. veudnt-Breakers, who are ranked among the 


moſt abominable Sinners. Therefore I ſo- 


Rom. 8. Jemnly charge you, Be faithful to God; be 
31. faithful to his Meſſenger . xous accord- 
ing to your own voluntary Obligations. C- 


bey him that has the Rule over you, and ſub- 
mit yourſeves: for he watches for your Souls 

_ Heb. 13. 4 one that muſt give Account ; that he may 
0 do 


47, 


SNP =m roma wi.ci oye GGC... 


| An Adtrefs to My. Todd, N 


105 


do it with Joy, and not with Grief; ſer th it. 


is unprofitable to you. However, whether 


you hear, or whether you ferbear ; yt ſhall 


you know, to your Comfort or to your Cott, 


that there has been a Prophet, i. e. a Miniſter Ezek. 2. 5. 


of God, among you. 


And You, My dear Brother, who after all 

your anxious Perplexities about the Place 
where Duty called you to ſettle, among the 
many vacant Congregations ſo earneſt to ob- 
tain your Labours, have at length determined, 
we hope under the Direction of Divine Pro- 
vidence, to undertake the paſtoral Charge of 
this People; allow me the Freedom to addreſs 


you once more. You alſo may lay, Thy Pl. 56.13; 


Vows are upon me, © 60D. You have 
lemnly conſecrated your Life, and all your 
Abilities, to the Service of this People. Son 


| of Man, behold GOD has made thee a Match. x; 


man to this Cqtgregation : therefore hear the 
Ward at His Mouth, and give them warning 

from Him. F thou doſt not ſpeak to warn 
the wicked from his Way, that wicked man 
ſhall die in his iniquity, but his Blood will I re- 


quire at thine Hand, ſaith the Lord. Dread- 


ful ! Does not the Terror of ..the Thought 


zek. 33. 


eee 


overwhelm you! Were you acceſſory to the 


Murder of your Father that gave you Being, 
how would you ſhudder, and be ready to 
run a Vagabond and a Fugitive upon Earth, 
| leſt every one that finds you, ſhould ſlay you! 
But the Blood of Immortal Souls is a more 


dreadful burden; and by being acceſſary to 
55 „„ 5 


u, 


1 106 Encouraging him againſt Diſculties: 


it, the Phyſician becomes the Butcher of 
Minkind. Therefore, take the Alarm; and 
whether they hear, or whether they forbear, 
Exek. 33. give them faithful Warning from COD. And 


9+ know it to your Comfort, that / you warn 


the Wicked, and yet he turn not from his 
May; he indeed ſhall die in his Iniguity: 


Jer. 45. 4. but thou haſt delivered thy Soul. Glorious 


5. deliverance in ſo wretched a world as this, 
where all is going to Ruin; if you get your 
2 foul for à prey, you are infinitely enrich- 
ed. IE 


No doubt, Sir, you will meet with many 
„ __ Difficulties in the diſcharge of your office: 
Kin. 1. 48 for what are you better than your Fathers; 
who have always groaned under them? You 
will meet with Oppoſition and unkind treat- 
ment from an ungrateful Werd, even while 
wy are labouring to promote its beſt intereſts: 
or though the Strictneſ of living Religion 
be the moſt beneficent thing in the World; 
yet it is alas] the moſt wngrateful Thing to 
the degenerate ſons of men, which can be 
obtruded upon them; and they may count 
Gal.4.16 you their Enemy for telling ithem the truth. 
But, feeble © Son of man, be not afraid of 
them; neither be afraid of their Wards ; tho 


Exek. 3.8. Briars & Thorns be with thee, and thou 


* doſt dwell among Scorpions 1 for behold, faith 
the Lord, I will make thy Face ſtrong a- 
gainſt their Faces; and thy Forehead ſtrong 
againſt their Foreheads: as an Adamant 
Harder than Flint, will I make thy Forehead : 


w.. therefare fear them not, neither be diſmayed 


K .. Mm "VS * 6 


and every Diſcouragement. Let His Word be 


From the Promiſes of God. 


wt their looks, tho they be a rebellious Houſe.” 


The Word of the Lord, may be made à re- 
proach to you, and a deriſion daily: and 


vou may be mortified with that /upreme of 


difficulties, Unſwucce/sfulneſ5, Then your diſ- 
couragements may almoſt ſink you into that 
Reſolution, - © / will not make mention of 


Him, nor ſpeak any more in His Name: for 
ah! Lord God, I cannot ſpeak, for I am a 


Child: and to what Purpoſe ſhall I ſpeak & 
give warning, when none will hear? Why 
ſhould I toil in vain to charm deaf Adders ? 
Thy vrice, O my GOD, /ays, cry: but 


what ſhall I cry? From what new Topics |. 


ſhall I try to perſuade thoſe, who have diſre- 
garded all the Arguments which thy Ge/- 
pel can afford? — But take Courage! take 


107 


Jer. 20˙ 8, 


— 1. 6. 
— 1O. 6. 


Pſal. 5 8. 4. 
40. 6. 


Courage! ſay not, © am à Child; for Jer. 1. 7. 


you ſhall go to all that God ſhall ſend you; 
and whatſoever He commands you, that you 
[hall ſpeak. Be not afraid of their Faces, 
for I am with thee to deliver thee, ſaith the 
Lord. Thefe were the encouraging Promiſes 
of GOD to his extraordinary Emballadors ; 
& theſe may be humbly claimed, abſtracting 
extraordinaries, by all His faithful Servants, 
in all Ages, in their /ower Spheres ; as the Pro- 
miſe to Joſhua, 4 I will never leave thee, nor 


Joſh. 1.5, 


Forſcke thee,” is extended by the Apoſtle, & Heb 13.5 
applied to all ſincere Chriſtians. Therefore, Jolh. 1.6. 
my Brother, be ſtrong and of good Courage. 2Cor.5.14 
Let the reſiſtleſs Con/traints of the love of --—6. 8. 


Chriſt carry you thro” Honour and Diſhonour, 


7 


108 Aud exhorting him ts take Heed is bimyelf. and zi 


Doctrine. 


Jer. 6. 9. in your Heart at a burning Fire ſhut up in your 
: bones, that may make you weary of forbear- 
ing, and impatient of Silence, under the moſt 
| overwhelming; Diſcouragements. Be full of 
Job 32.18. matter, like Elihu; and let the Spirit within 
C. you conſtrain you, Speak, that you may 
be refreſhed y open your Lips to give vent 

to the Overflowings of an affectionate Zeal. 

IIa. 62. 1. For Zion's Sake do not hald your Peace, & 
1 for Jertfalem's Sake do not reſt, until the 
Righteouſneſs thereof go forth as Brightneſs, 
& the Salvation thereof as a Lamp that burns 

eth. 


1 Tim. 4. 16 · Let it be your firſt care to take Heed to 
8 vobRSEL TH; leſt by any Means when you have 

1 Cor. 9. preached to others, you yourſelf ſhould be a 
27. Gaſt-away. Let not your own V. ineyar d run 
Cant. 1.6. Waſte, while you are taking Care of that of 
others, Let not your Concern for the Public 

ſwallow up all your Care for your/elf; but 
remember you have as intimate a perſoxal 

Concern in the important Things you de- 

clare to others, as any of your Hearers ; 

and therefore they ſhould fir/t impreſs your 

own Heart; and the Concern, by a happy 
Oontagion, ſhould ſpread from you to your 
Mat. 5. 13. People. You are the Salt of the Earth; but 
if the Salt have leſt its Savour, wherewith 

[hall it be ſalted ? It is thenceforth good for 
Nothing. Let it be your next Care to take 
iTim.4.16Heed, ts your DOCTRINE. Speak as the 
bet. 4. 11. Oacles of God. Speak the 7 ras as it is in 
Eph. 4.21. Feſus, Cive yourſelf continually to 2 


—— 


Aud ſolemnly charged to obſerve theſe Things, 109 


and the Miniſtry of the Word. If you would Act. 6. 4. 
evidence your Love to the bleſſed Jeſus, then Joh.21.15. 
feed his Sheep; yea, feed His feebleſt Lambs. ——-16, 
In ſhort, fake heed to yourſelf, and to the ——-17. 
Flack over which the Holy Ghoſt has made you = 
an Overſeer, to feed the Church of GOD,which | 
He hath purchaſed with HIS OWN BLOOD! A- ; 4 
mazing Love! who can reſiſt the Energy of this JF 
endearing Excitement ! Can we begrudge our | | 
moſt painful Labours for them, for whom an | 
incarnate GOD thought it worth while to 5 
ſhed His own Blood? No; if COD laid down .M 
— life for us, we cught to be willing to 1 John 3. 
ay down our Lives for the Brethren. Tea, if 16. 
we ſhould be offered upon the Sacrifice and 
Service of their Faith, we ſhould joy, and +, 
rejoice with them all. Therefore take the Philz. 17. 


Overſight of the Fleck, not by Conſtraint, but 1 et. 5.2. 
willingly ; not for filthy Lucre, but of a ready | 
Mind : neither as being Lord over God's Heri- | 
tage; but being an Example to the Flick; and a 
when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, you i 
ſhall receive a Crown of Glory, which fadeth | 
not away. _— | 

Theſe Things, Dear Sir, I affectionately 


recommend to you 3s a Friend: Theſe Things 
I beſeech you to obſerve, with all the-earneſt 
Importunity of a Petitianer: "Nay, as an 1 
humble Embaſ/ſador of the moſt High, „I x Tim.s. 
ſolemnly charge thee before GOD, and the 21. 
Lord Teſus Chriſt, and the elect Angels that 

| thou obſerve theſe Things. I charge the before 2 Tim.4. 
God and the Lerd Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge 1. 

3 | the 


| 


| 


— os — 


ö 110 The People exorted to bear faithful Dealing, 


3 the Quick and the Dead, at His Appearance, 
* 2Tim. 4. and His Kingdom, preach the Word ; be in- 


2. tant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon ; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all Long-ſuffering and 


Dedtrine: and in ſo doing you will ſave 


1Tim, 4. yourſelf, and them that hear you.” A glo- 
16. Trious Salvation! A more noble exploit than 


ſubduing Kingdoms, or delivering Nations 


from the Yoke of temporal Slavery ! 


And now, My Brethren of the Laity, when 
you have heard the /olemn Charge laid upon 


your Minz/ter ; can you ever reſent it, if He 


ſhould deal with you with plain, honeſt, and 
(as you may think) rough and ſevere Faith- 
 Fulneſs ? Alas! Sirs, what would you have 
him do? Would you have him perjure him- 
ſelf, and ruin you and his 6wn Soul, thro” 
exceſſive Lenity and indulgence, rather than 
riſque your Diſpleaſure by endeavouring to 
fave you, and pluck you out of the Burn. 
ing with wnacceptable Violence? Should 
he prepheſie ſimooth things, and you love 
to have it ſo; you might indeed dream a- 
way our life in carnal Security; but oh! what 
would you do in the End thereof? Then this 


 Ifal3o.10. 
Jer.5.31. 


andthe moſt: inhuman Cruelty to himſelf and 

you; and a treacherous Violation of his obliga- 

tions to his Divine Maſter. Therefore be pa- 

e tient of faithful Dealing; yea, love it, and 

love your Miniſter for uſing it, and acting ſo 

as to Convince you, that he ſeeks not yours, 
% Out. yen. | . 


- 


will appear the moſt treacherous friendſhip, 


Finally; 


Both Parties exhorted to Unanimity and Zenl. 1 


Finally ; let me exhort you all, Minter , 
and Peaple to join unanimous and at d.nt ta 

aromote living Religion among you. In this 
let all. your Endeavours center; for hit. 


preach; for this hear, according to your ſtay 
tions; and for this waft up your, united Pray- 
ers to Heaven. Make one honeſt Attempt to, 
promote the Kingdom of God, among you. 
Make one joint Attack upon the uſurped Em-, 


a religious Zeal become univerſa/among you; 
let it catch every Heart, and ſpread from Vas 
mily to Family. Let one go to another, ſay- 


ing, Let us go ſpeedily to pray before tha ech. 8. 
Lord, and ſeek the Lord of Heſti3 and let e- 21. 


very Individual eccho back the Reſolution, « 1 
| Ywzll go alſo.” Parents and Maſters, now be- 
gin to deal with your Children and Domeſtics 


With the tendereſt Solemnity; and labour to 


impreſs their Hearts with a Senſe of eternal 
"Things. Kindle the fire of Devotion firit in 
your Families, and bring it with you into 
the Houſe of Gop. Children and Servants, 
now ſet yourſelves to ſeek the Lord: let 
your Hearts be ſuſceptive of Impreſſions from 
the public and private Inſtructions you hear. 
Let even Æthiopia /tretch forth her Hands un- 
to God. Let poor Negroes ſubmit to the ;- 
. Goſpel; and they ſhall become the genuine 


Children of 4braham, the Father of all ther md 16 
Faithful, and be the Lord's free-Men. * FAA 


Away with every obſtruction in the Way 
of the Lord. You have now æ Voice crying 
HE: * in 


. 


pire of Satan. Caſt «ff the Works of Dark: Rom. 13. 
neſs, and put on the +rmour of Light, Let 12. 


Pſ. 67. 31. 


* 
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112 1 promiſing Religion, and removing Oeſtrutions. 
Iſa. 40.3 


4. 


Mal, 3.1, 


in this Wilderneſs, * pripbre ye the May of 
the Lord; make ſtraight Paths for cur God.” 


Sink, ye Mountains | Riſe, ye Valleys! into 


Plains before Him. And then the Lord whom 
ye ſeek, will come into His Temple. Away with 


your Jangles and Animoſities; away with your 


cavilling unforgiving Diſpoſitions. Forbear, 
forgive, love one another, arid be at Peace 
among yourſelves; unleſs you would baniſh. 


.5. the pacific Spirit of God from among you, 
+ unleſs you would weaken your own Intereſts; 


break the Heart of your Miniſter, and ren- 
der his Miniſtrations uſeleſs among you. Be 


this the only Contention among you for the 


future, Who ſhall be the moſt patient of In- 


juries, the moſt for giving, and the moſt Zea- 
lous to promote the common Cauſe of Chriſ- 


klanity. 


And now, Brethren, 1 comment you to Go b, 
and to the Mord of His Erace, which is able 


. to build you up, and to give you an Inheritance 


among all them who are ſanctified, And may 
the Gop of Peace, that brought again from 
the Dead our Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd 
of the Sheep, through the Blood of the ever-. 
laſting Covenant; may He make you perfect 
in every good Work, to do his Will, working 


in you that which is well-pleaſing in His 


Sight, through Feſus Chriſt ; to whom be Glo- 


. ry for ever and ever. 


AMEN, 
- The 


WS 
Y * * * 


c mz.) 
The PSALM ſung in the Concluſi fon, 
ain A Iv. 
| (Dr. Watts's Verſion.) ton.) 


1. Where ſhall we go to ſeek, and find 
An Habitation for our God ? 
A Dwelling for th' eternal Mind 
Amongſt the Sons of Fleſh and Blood? 


2. The God of Jacob choſe the Hill 


Of Zion for His ancient Reſt : 
And Zion is His Dwelling ſtill, 
His Church i is with His Preſence bleſs. 


3. Here will I fix my gracious Throne, 
And reign forever, ſaith the Lord; 
Here ſhall my Power and Love be known, 
And Bleſſings ſhall attend my Word. 


Here will I meet the hungry Poor, 
And fill their Souls with living Bread; 
Sinners that wait before my Door 
With ſweet proviſions ſhall be fed. 


5. Girded with truth, and cloath'd with Grace 
My Prieſts, my Miniſters ſhall thine; 
Not Aaron in his coſtly Dreſs 

Made an Appearance ſo Divine, 


6. The Saints unable to contain 


Their inward joys, ſhall thout and ſing ; 


The Son of David here ſhall reign, 
And Zion triumph in her King, 


7. Tzsvs 


a EN N A 7 
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75 Javts: ſhall ſee a num'rous Seed 


Born here, t'uphold his glorious — 
His Crown ſhall fHouritu on hie Head, 


While all His Foes are doath'd with Shame, 


1 
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